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Abstract 
This paper documents historical process of China's WTO accession form 1986 
to 1999; and studies the significance of several factors that might have affected the 
accession. Factors being studied include the change in China's economic growth, the 
forthcoming of new negotiation forum, the Sino-US trade balance, and the 
distributive conflicts of gains and losses from economic reform. 
By scrutinizing news, China's WTO accession process between 1986 to 1999 is 
divided into five stages: 1) encouraging initial stage (1986-1989 May); 2) years of 
silence (1989 Jim�1992 Feb); 3) dashing for WTO foundation member status (1992 
Feb-1994 Dec); 4) China changed negotiation attitude (1995-1996 Mar); and 5) 
Stage towards success (1996 Apr-1999). 
In the discussion of factors affecting China's accession, this paper has two 
distinct features. First, I investigate the historical development of these factors to give 
a more systematic picture than just identifying the factors. Second, I scrutinize news 
related to China's WTO accession to reveal the aspiration of China's accession of 
related parties (i.e. China and WTO contracting parties). The comparison of historical 
development of both factors affecting the accession and related parties' aspiration 
help reveal the significance of factors affecting China's accession. I find that there 
was weak correlation between China's short-run economic growth to China's 
accession aspiration; the desire of participating in the forthcoming new negotiation 
forums significantly boosted China's aspiration for accession; in addition to Sino-US 
trade deficit, US overall trade balance and China's share in US' overall trade deficit 
also posted impact on China's accession; and China's concession paces was checked 
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1. Introduction 
This thesis aims to document the history of China's accession into the General 
Agreement of Trade and Tariff (GATT) and subsequently the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). I also analyze the reasons for China's prolonged accession 
process from a political economy perspective. Many economic and political factors 
has affected China's WTO accession process, and these factors carries different 
degree of significance on China's WTO accession at different point of time. 
Therefore, in order to understand China's WTO accession more systematically, a 
political economy approach, which focus at the historical development of factors 
affecting the accession and China's accession progress, would be valuable. 
To the best of my knowledge, this paper is the first to give a historical account 
of China's accession into WTO. Most previous studies focused on various episodes 
of China's accession into WTO and never gave a systematic picture. In particular, 
most previous studies did not account for the historical development of factors 
affecting China's accession, let alone the significance of such historical development. 
My historical account will thus serve as a useful reference for future studies about 
China's accession into the WTO. 
Located in Hong Kong, we enjoy at least two advantages in conducting this 
research. Firstly, my study is more likely to be free from national bias because Hong 
Kong, in particular the author, is not actively involved in the negotiations. This 
neutrality is in stark contrast to some of previous studies by scholars from the 
countries actively involved in the negotiation process (e.g. the United States and 
China). Secondly, because abundant materials about China's accession in both 
Chinese and English are available in Hong Kong, we can conduct the research more 
p 7 
thoroughly by utilizing more information than most scholars from other countries 
who have access to information of a single language. 
A historical study of China's accession is important to serve as an example for 
future applicants. Such a study will demonstrate the grey area in the WTO rules and 
accession procedure (e.g. the definition of developing country status), and hence the 
likely political economy involved in any applicant's accession process. Towards 
this end, China will be the best example because the lengthy accession process has 
allowed us to see almost all possible aspects of the political economy that might be 
involved in any accession process. My study will certainly be relevant to other 
applicants, such as Russia directly, and other smaller countries indirectly. 
This study will also reveal the dominant role of several big countries, such as the 
United States and European Union, in the accession process in general as well as in 
China's accession in particular. 
In addition, this study reveals the inner obstacles for economy reform in 
China. As China's accession to the WTO can be seen as a continuation of its 
economic reform, any internal opposing pressure for China's accession to WTO 
would reflect the difficulties in China's future reform. 
This thesis has two parts: (1) historical account and (2) hypothesis testing. 
The first part is a historical study of China's WTO accession process from 1986 to 
1999 when the Sino-US protocol was finally concluded. This historical study will 
divide the accession process into five stages. The stages are divided according to the 
changes in negotiation attitude of China and WTO contracting parties, and the 
negotiation progress. In particular, China's negotiation attitude is revealed by the 
amount of concession it offered to WTO contracting parties and by China officials' 
comments. The negotiation attitude of contracting parties is revealed by officials' 
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comment, the parties' requirement on China, and the parties' interpretation over grey 
areas in WTO agreements. The grey areas occurs in the WTO rules which have not 
been clearly defined under the WTO Agreement. Unfortunately, these rules might 
have great impact on China's accession. Examples of these grey areas are the granting 
of membership to non-market economy (NME) and the developing country status. 
I rely on electronic news database to gather information that might help reveal 
negotiation attitude of China and contracting parties, as well as the negotiation 
progress. The electronic database I use is the "Wire" section of the "Lexis-and-
Nexis" English database. This news database covers many important press agency 
such as Xinhua Overseas News Agency Services, Agence France Presse, United 
Press International, The Associated Press, etc. More than 10,436 pieces of news 
relating to China's WTO accession have been scrutinized in order to give a thorough 
historical account of the accession process. 
I must mention several limitations about the utilization of English electronic 
news database in the historical account of China's WTO accession. First, the fact 
retrievable through press agency tends to be selective. Reporters from press only 
report news which they perceived to be worth-reporting. Thus, historical 
documentation based on press release may not reflect the thorough accession 
situation. 
Second, governments may utilize news agency as a negotiation weapon in the 
WTO accession process. For example, to match with governments' negotiation 
strategies, governments can selectively announce facts to the news agency to produce 
different negotiation atmosphere. Consequently, the neutrality of this historical 
account based on press release might be affected. 
Third, because the electronic news database developed rapidly in recent years, 
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the number of news retrievable from electronic database is comparatively smaller in 
earlier periods of China's accession process. Therefore, the historical documentation 
of China's accession process may be less detailed in earlier period than in latter 
period. 
Fourth, because most press agencies involved in the database are non-China 
based, it is probably that many provincial level news in China have been overlooked. 
Despite the limitations about the information I utilized, I believe a historical 
account based on press release is still valuable because no other systematic research 
on this topic is available at the moment. Therefore, this research can be seen as an 
attempt to facilitate future research on this topic. My study should be seen as 
complementary rather than competing with the existing studies. In addition, upon the 
information I am able to gather, electronic news database provides the most thorough 
information in the most systematic manner. Thus, the utilization of electronic news 
database would be the most appropriate for a systematical historical account of 
China's WTO accession among other alternatives available. Moreover, reviewing 
provincial level news in China through hard copy of China provincial newspapers 
from 1986 to 1999 is extremely difficult, if not impossible. Electronic news database 
thus appears to be the most appropriate source of information under the time 
constraint. 
The second part of this thesis investigates factors affecting China's accession. 
Although both mass media and academics had identified numerous factors affecting 
China's accession, no formal previous studies accounted for the extent of these 
factors in affecting the accession. I study several factors that have been said to affect 
China's accession and assess their importance. To facilitate the study, I choose the 
hypothesis investigation approach which has been utilized by Ethier (1998) in the 
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study of regionalism. 
Developing along Ethier's investigation method, I analyze the factors 
affecting China's WTO accession by setting up hypotheses of how these factors were 
believed to affect the accession. Then, I check the validity of these hypotheses 
through a study of the historical development of these factors and the history of • 
China's WTO accession. 
I use the hypothesis investigation approach instead of a regression analysis 
because it is difficult to quantify China's aspiration for accession. For example, the 
degree of concessions from China cannot be revealed by a simple calculation of tariff 
rate reduction. Simple quantitative approach might be deficient in accounting for 
China's negotiation attitude. Official comments are useful information in assessing 
negotiation attitude of related parties. Quantifying the contents of official comments 
will be a very difficult and subjective work. Thus, empirical econometric analysis 
that relies on quantitative data is not likely appropriate for my purpose. 
This paper progresses as follows: Section II reviews previous studies about 
the benefits and costs of China's accession as well as the obstacles and catalyst of 
China's accession. Section III provides some background information of the WTO 
accession procedure. Section IV documents the historical development of China's 
accession. Section V investigates several hypotheses. Section VI concludes. 
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11. Literature Review 
Limiting myself to the literature in English and Chinese, I found no previous 
study giving a detailed historical development of China's WTO accession process. 
Nor could I find any paper discussing historical development of other countries' 
accession. Literature regarding the historical development and importance of factors 
affecting China's WTO accession is also lacking. Yet, there exist several literatures 
describing the obstacles for China's prolonged WTO application. The obstacles 
identified by these previous studies include 1) the great economic size of China; 2) 
BOP between China and WTO member countries; 3) non-market aspects of China 
economic system and the difficulties to reform these non-market components; 4) 
distributive conflicts of gains and losses brought by economic reform in China; 5) 
lobbying activities about China's WTO accession; 6) judicial weakness of China and 
Intellectual Property Right (IPR) protection problem; 7) political frictions among 
China and WTO member countries; and 8) institutional factors. 
1) The great economic size of China 
China's great economic size can add to the obstacles of China's WTO 
accession because a great economic size implies a great potential impact of China in 
affecting the trade pattern, benefits and costs on other member countries, upon its 
accession. 
Satchit (1999) argues that because China's great economy would likely exert 
great influence to its trading partners, WTO member countries had been demanding a 
more open Chinese market. The great demand from the WTO contracting parties 
leads to the prolonged WTO accession process. If China had been an average-sized 
country it would have been admitted a long time ago. The developing country status 
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dispute - which is one of the major stumbling blocks for China's accession process -
is also due to the developed countries' worry about the influence of China's sizeable 
economy to the existing trade pattern. 
Long (1998) shared similar opinion with Satchit (1999) that China's fast 
economic growth contributes to the failure for China and WTO to reach agreement on 
China's stage of development (i.e. the developing country status). He argues that the 
booming China economic growth has led other WTO members to require China to 
take up greater responsibilities in absorbing imports, in order to balance China's 
increasing export to these members. Furthermore, due to China's great potential 
market size, the pressure to open China's market would be greater than other smaller 
countries applying for the WTO membership. 
Chung and Lee (2000) also argue that because China's market size is great, 
negotiation results on China's WTO accession would pose significant effect on other 
countries' economy. Thus，a longer negotiation is needed for China's accession case. 
In addition, they also claim that because China is a sizeable developing country, its 
representation for developing countries' interest in the WTO would be a challenge to 
the existing balance between developed member countries and developing member 
countries. Under the lead of China, interest of developing countries would become a 
resistance power opposing the developed countries' agenda. Developed countries' 
worry over this resistance power might have swamped China's road to the WTO. If 
China were an average-sized developing country, this worry of developed countries 
would tend to be small. 
2) BOP between China and WTO member countries 
Satchit (1999) argues that the US trade deficit with China is one of the 
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increasing serious concerns of the US over China's WTO accession. The trade deficit 
problem carries great importance because US products enjoyed only limited access to 
Chinese market. Therefore, the US would demand greater market openness from 
China. Satchit (1999) points out the importance of Sino-US trade problem by citing 
the comment from a report of Washington-based Economic Strategy Institute. This 
report described Chinese trade policy as mercantilist aimed at running up trade 
surpluses. The report also commented that if China was allowed to enter the WTO on 
its preferred terms, the US trade problem would be worsened. 
Moreover, Satchit (1999) argues that the Sino-US statistics methods dispute on 
bilateral BOP was a sticky point for China's accession negotiation. Long (1998) also 
said that the difference of statistics method on trade balance had complicated the 
dispute over China's stage of development and swamped China's road to WTO 
accession. 
To develop along the idea of these studies, I attempt to investigate how the 
BOP problem had affected China's WTO accession. I try to account for the 
underlying reasons for the importance of the BOP especially in the US negotiation 
attitude. This investigation is reported in section V. 
3) Non-market aspects of China economic system and the difficulties to reform these 
non-market components 
Because the WTO discipline emphasizes the provision of full competitive 
opportunity of trade among the member countries (Bhagirath, 1998), non-market 
aspect of the economic system of any country could block a country's accession to 
the WTO. Thus, it is essential for China to align its former traditional socialist 
economic system to a market-oriented one. To this point, Chung and Lee (2000) 
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claimed that incompatibility of China's economic system with WTO disciplines 
constituted a stumbling block for its WTO accession. This incompatibility mainly 
comes from China's former protection policies on certain sectors such as SOEs. 
Examples of these incompatible policies include high tariff and subsidies. 
To make China's economic system compatible with the WTO discipline, China 
needs to carry our economic reform in many sectors in the economy. However, these 
economic reforms are never easy. The followings are the reform difficulties identified 
by previous studies: 
i) State sector 
Satchi (1999) claims that China's state sector had been receiving extensive 
support form the government. This government support may be inconsistent with 
WTO principles of "national treatment卜’ and "non-discrimination^". The 
industrial guidelines of state sector also contain element inconsistent with the 
WTO. Examples include import substitution directives, local content requirement 
and foreign exchange balancing requirement. 
China have a large state sector which has been protected from domestic and 
foreign competition under socialist regimes. Yang (1999) suggests that reforming 
state sector can be extremely difficult because it often involves reconstruction of 
economic and social institutions such as property rights, housing arrangements, 
financial and legal systems, and the social security system. Though WTO requires 
a market economic system for its member countries, many of these transition 
economies want to continue the protection of state enterprises. Thus, the high 
t^ The national treatment means that an imported product, must be accorded treatment no less favorable 
that accorded to the domestic product (Bhagirath, 1998’ p. 15). 
,'^""discrimination means a benefit related to trade in goods given to the most favored nation must 
e extended to all other WTO members (Bhargirath, 1998, p. 11). 
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tariff and subsidies in these industries are often a focal point in negotiations. 
Chen and Feng (2000) conducted a regression analysis based on tariff data in 
1995 and 1996. Their result suggests that the need to protect SOEs was a main 
concern in China's trade policy formulation. 
ii) Heavy Industry 
Yang (1999) suggests that many transition economies are used to protect 
heavy industries in order to develop the country's technology. Yet, most of them 
have a comparative advantage in labor-intensive exports. Facing the need of 
economic reform, the heavy industry tends to lobby for high protection for the 
industry on the basis of strategic industries arguments and the negative impact of 
trade liberalization on employment. Because China is also a transition economy, 
it is probably that China would encounter similar difficulties in reforming heavy 
industry. Satchi (1999) also argues that a relaxation of import controls would 
likely post adverse effect on heavy industry such as steel industry and oil refining 
industry. 
iii) Agriculture 
Yang (1999) suggests that China would like to pursue self-sufficiency in 
food supply for historical and economic reasons. Thus, China employed measures 
which are at odds with WTO like quantitative restrictions and tariff quotas in 
order to protect the agriculture sector. This food security issue in accession 
negotiations would be an important obstacle in China's accession. 
In addition, Satchit (1999) claims that a reduction of China's agricultural 
tariff to the level suggested by WTO member countries (such as the US) within 
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ten years would likely be politically unpopular. It is because the prime concern 
for China is to avoid damage to its 800 million peasant population. 
A simulation analysis by Fan and Zheng (2001) about the impact of China's 
tariff offer in 1999 also shed some light on the difficulties in reforming the 
agriculture sector. The simulation result suggests that both employment and 
output would decrease in agriculture sector due to China's tariff reduction offer. 
In particular, both the employment and output will decrease by 0.02%. However, 
another study by Li and Lejour (2001) which employs a dynamic CGE model 
suggests that the output of primary industry will increase by 0.25%. These two 
studies seem to suggests conflicting implication on the difficulties in reforming 
agriculture sector. 
iv) Service Sector 
Yang (1999) argues that service sector is the weakest sector in the transition 
economies like China. Thus, governments in transition economies are usually 
unwilling to open up its service sector. Actually, Yang (1999) has identified 
China's reluctance in opening up the service sector as a major stumbling block 
for its accession. 
Satchit (1999) shares Yang's (1999) idea and points out that at the April 
1998 session of China's accession negotiation, China had suggested that the 
telecom and financial services negotiation would be the most difficult and hence 
left as the last negotiation item. Moreover, Chen and Feng (2000) conducted a 
regression analysis based on tariff data in 1995. Their finding suggests that the 
need to protect high value-added industries such as the service sector was a main 
concern in China's trade policy formulation. 
P . 1 7 
Furthermore, both the study by Li and Lejour (2001) and Fan and Zheng 
(2001) mentioned above suggests that tariff reduction would post negative impact 
on the service sector. Their findings confirm the idea that the service sector would 
be a difficult sector to open. 
4) Distributive conflicts of gains and losses brought by economic reform in China 
Wang S. (2000) studies the role of distributive conflicts in China's economic 
reform. Although he does not directly discuss China's accession into the WTO, his 
paper carries significance in studying China's accession into the WTO because 
China's accession into the WTO is a continuation of its economic reform. He studies 
the distributive conflicts by investigating the sectoral and regional unemployment and 
income of China. 
He focuses on the rural polarization, urban polarization and the provincial 
difference of the unemployment problem during China's economic reform. He finds 
that there was a rise of unemployment in rural area due to the diminishing job 
creation power of township and village enterprises (TVEs) after 1993. Urban 
unemployment is also on the rise, the main sufferers were SOE workers and 
“xiagang" workers�. In particular, the total SOE employment dropped by 10.27 
million and the total urban collective employment by another 4.74 million in 1998. 
He argues that the urban unemployment problem is unlikely to be alleviated by 
economic growth in the short run because the employment elasticity of output growth 
kept falling in the late 1990s. Wang S. suggests that unemployment in China also has 
a regional dimension, unemployment rates in coastal provinces were generally lower 
than their inland counterparts. 
Xiagang workers are workers laidoff form the SOEs where no new jobs is currently distributed to 
them. 
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The income inequality was intensified with economic reform in urban. In 1990, 
the average income of the top 20 percent of households was only 4.2 times higher 
than that of the bottom 20 percent. Yet, by 1998, it was 9.6 times. Wang S. also 
suggests that there existed a urban-rural divide in income after China launched its 
reform. While a typical urban resident earned about 200 Yuan (nominal value) more 
than his rural counterpart in 1978, the differences amounted to more than 3000 Yuan 
(nominal value) in 1997. This ratio of urban to rural incomes in China was unusually 
larger than other countries. The ratio in China nearly hit 4 while the ratios in other 
countries were normally below 1.5. Inter-provincial inequality had also been 
widening, the divergent trend accelerated after 1990. 
Wang S. (2000) argued that the distributive conflicts will lead to lobbying 
actions for and against the WTO accession. In order to alleviate the distributive 
conflicts, it is necessary for the State to have great extractive capacity. Unfortunately, 
China's extractive capacity is weak because China lacks channels to alter tax law 
through political action. Consequently, domestic lobbying activities against WTO 
accession can be one of the factors lengthened the accession process. 
Several other studies also argue that the economic reform associated with 
China's WTO accession process has led to distributive conflicts. For example, 
through a general equilibrium model study, Wu (2000) suggests that when more FDI 
flows into China economy upon its WTO agreement with the EU and the US 
(especially to services sector such as telecommunication, banking, and financial 
services), the income gap between skilled and unskilled labor is likely to increase in 
the future. Satchit (1999) argues that China's commitment to liberalize its domestic 
market might have adverse effect especially on sectors such as the SOEs and town 
如d village enterprises. 
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Moreover, there exist other studies held opinion similar to Wang S.. Long 
(1998) mentions the interest conflicts associated with economic reform was one of the 
reasons for China's prolonged accession process; and Yang (1999) also argues that 
fear of social unrest brought by economic reform made China reluctant to meet 
WTO's requirement by carrying out radical reforms. 
Although Cheng (2000) argues that the short-term adjustment cost of increased 
unemployment will be gradually outweighed by the long-term benefit because the 
excess capacity of China's enterprises will be utilized by stable foreign market and 
the openings of the service industries will create many new job. A regression analysis 
(based on data of 1995 and 1996) by Cheng and Feng (2000) suggests that 
minimizing social instability was still one of the main concerns in China's trade 
policy formulation. 
In attempt to give a systematic picture of the effect of distributive conflict in 
China's WTO accession, I study the historical development of distributive conflicts in 
China and its correlation with China's aspiration for its WTO accession. This 
investigation is included in section V. 
5) Lobbying activities about China's WTO accession 
Satchit (1999) argues that the lobbying activities in Europe and the US has 
acted as obstacles in China's accession. In particular, powerful lobbies such as the 
European Textile and Apparel Organisation and the American Textile Manufacturers' 
Institute had urged their governments not to offer easy WTO entry for China. In 
addition，recording industry in Europe had complained about China's deficiency in 
combating piracy. 
Yang (1999) has discussed the lobbying activities in China. He argues that 
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because there is a lack of transparency in China's political system, China's 
negotiation position is often dominated by a few interest groups. The bureaucracy, 
state-monopolized marketing agencies and state enterprises are often the most vocal 
opponents of trade liberalization in relation to China's WTO accession. 
I found no study that accounted for the significance of lobbying activities in 
WTO accession process, nor did I find any studies that discussed the positive impact 
of these lobbying activities on the accession, my historical account of China's WTO 
accession process can be seen as an attempt to give more insight about the role of 
lobbying activities in China's WTO accession as I also documents facts about these 
lobbying activities. 
6) Judicial weakness of China and Intellectual Property Right (IPR) protection 
problem 
Mark and Barfield (1999) discussed China's accession obstacles about the 
Chinese Legal and Administrative Systems. The first obstacle is the inconsistency of 
national law and regional practices. In theory, local and provincial governments must 
pass only those laws consistent with national ones. Yet, the national supervision was 
not strong enough in China which led to conflicting rules. This affected foreign 
investors because these local ordinances and regulations form bedrock of local 
protectionism. Satchit (1999) also attributes the absence of rule of law in China to be 
a serious problem in China's WTO accession. In particular, Satchit shares similar 
opinion with Mark and Barfield that the trade regulation set by national policy was 
inconsistent with the implementation of provincial governments. 
The second obstacle quoted by Mark and Barfield (1999) is the weakness of 
court in China. They claimed that professionalism to be found among China's 
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lawyers and judges were substandard. In addition, the decision-making process within 
China's courts are informal and subject to both outside and inside political influences. 
Moreover, local bosses and interest groups continue to lean on local and provincial 
courts to change outcomes in their favor. 
The third obstacle mentioned by Mark and Barfield (1999) is about the 
"normative documents" in China's judicial system. These "normative documents" are 
the unpublished body of documents that were left over from the pre-reform era when 
China was governed through administrative decrees and not by legislation. Mark and 
Barfield (1999) argues that these "normative documents” remained to be the most 
difficult problems for the administration of commercial justice in China. Although the 
legal status of the normative documents today is dubious, they remain binding in 
some situation, and thus dampen foreigners' confidence in Chinese judicial system. 
Satchit (1999) also addresses the role of these "normative documents" in China's 
WTO accession. He claims that some internal policies which are not promulgated as 
law continued to be applicable, and the resulting lack of policy transparency 
continues to be a major concern in China's WTO accession issue. 
For the IPR problem, Yang (1999) suggests in socialist economies like China, 
the state ownership concept means that intellectual property rights belong to the state. 
As a result, the respect of intellectual property right is not a social norm. The IPR 
protection was an obstacle in China's WTO accession process. In addition, the legal 
system in the transition economies like China is usually not mature enough to protect 
the IPR. Moreover, authorities have little incentive for the IPR protection because 
most infringements occur on foreign intellectual property right. To this point, Satchit 
(1999) also suggests that China's IPR protection was a fundamental concern for 
developed WTO members in China's WTO accession. 
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Although many previous studies has accounted for the situation and the reason 
of China's judicial weakness and IPR problem, analysis about the significance of this 
problem in China's prolonged WTO accession is lacking. Because the historical 
account of China's WTO accession in section IV of this thesis also covers IPR related 
issues, this historical account can be seen as an attempt to provide more insight on the 
significance of IPR in China's WTO accession. In particular, the historical account 
shows that the Sino-US dispute over IPR was one of the major negotiation focuses 
between China and the US especially in the 1990s, I hope that my study will provide 
more understanding about IPR's impact on China's accession. 
7) Political frictions among China and WTO member countries 
Many previous studies have addressed the role of international political friction 
between China and WTO member countries. In particular, the Sino-US relation 
played an important role in China's WTO accession that could not be overlooked. 
Satchit (1999) described that the Sino-US relation has continued to dominate the 
entire accession process. For example, although China opposed to the US bringing in 
non-trade issues such as human right into the negotiations, human right dispute 
between China and the US affected the negotiation especially in early 1990s. Satchit 
(1999) also suggests that pressure from the US congress had affected China's 
accession. For example, the US president Clinton's visit to China in June 1998, 
extension of MFN to China, and approval of missile technology transfer have 
attracted criticisms in congress. These criticisms has increased difficulties in China's 
accession. 
Chung and Lee (2000) also suggested that political unrest of China in 1989 and 
N A T O ' S bombing of China's embassy in Belgrade in early 1999 has blocked China's 
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accession to the WTO. In addition, Yang (1999) claims that political issues such as 
human right issues, Taiwan issue, arms proliferation and territory disputes in the 
South China Sea swamped China's WTO accession. 
8) Institutional factor 
The institutional factor here represents the liberalizing trend within the WTO. 
Long (1998) suggests that the WTO was seeking further reduction in tariff among its 
member in order to continue its trade liberalization trend. Thus, the entry requirement 
on China also rose with this trend. In particular, the tariff reduction requirement 
began to extend the service sector. However, because China's service sector was still 
at developing stage, China was unable to make radical offer on service sector. 
Therefore, the liberalization trend in the WTO become one of the stumbling block for 
China's WTO accession. 
Satchit (1999) also claims that the WTO application was becoming harder with 
time. In particular, the extension of entry requirement to agriculture, services, trade 
related investment measures and IPR had increase the difficulties for a developing 
country like China to swallow at one go. 
For the catalyst of China's accession into the WTO, I found no previous studies 
analyze for the catalyst directly. Mildly related studies include Chung and Lee (2000), 
Yang (1999) and Wang Y. (2000) who have analyzed the benefit of China's accession to 
related countries. These studies of benefits may help identify the catalyst of China's 
accession if we can study the historical development of the importance of these benefits. 
Therefore, I would like to summarize the benefits identified by Chung and Lee (2000), 
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Yang (1999) and Wang Y. (2000). 
Chung and Lee (2000) claim that WTO's formal dispute settlement procedure 
can protect China from discriminatory treatment in trade. WTO membership 
reinforced China's policy reform towards market system and the rule of law. 
Reduction of policy uncertainty in China will also attract more FDI and encourage 
trade. 
Yang (1999) claims that aim of many of transition economies for WTO 
accession were to increase market access for their exports, and to stimulate their 
domestic economic reform. 
For the purpose to increase market access, many countries may believe that the 
sole use of some regional and preferential arrangements will hinder the growth of the 
economy. It is because regional and preferential arrangements will eliminate the 
benefits that international competition and international exchange of information 
bring to the economy. For example, the preferential arrangements among the 
economies of the Commonwealth of Independent States are likely to lock these 
economies into the old technology of the Soviet Union. For the purpose to stimulate 
domestic reform, as WTO is a club intended to promote trade liberalization in 
member countries, joining the WTO leaves no room to reverse economic reform. 
Thus, countries can make use of the membership to solidify their way to reform. 
Wang Y. (2000) claimed that with the trade liberalization after China's WTO 
accession, the increased specialization in China and other countries will boost China 
economy. According to Wang Y. (2000), based on research by foreign experts, China 
can gain 2% more in its GDP growth after it entered WTO. This increase in economic 
growth is expected to provide 10 millions more job opportunities. As the current 
unemployment figure in China is around 10 millions, entering WTO provides a 
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solution for the unemployment problem in China. 
In addition, China's accession can also attract foreign investment. The increased 
transparency of law and policy will decrease the uncertainty faced by foreign 
investors and provide greater protection to foreign investors. Besides, the opening of 
China upon its WTO accession provides more opportunity for China to leam the 
technology and management science from abroad. 
Furthermore, because China has been a centrally planned economy for a long 
time, there exists no clear separation between government and corporations. The 
interests of corporations are not the profit and loss. As a result, lack of incentive 
becomes a major weakness in China economy. Moreover, protectionism within many 
provinces and departments are severe. Protection hinders the level of competition and 
thus inefficiency becomes a prevailing phenomenon. The opening of China can 
eliminate the problem of lacking incentives because foreign competition would be 
introduced to China. 
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III. WTO Accession 
In this section, I briefly describe the accession procedure of the WTO and its 
characteristics. I summarize only the information that is necessary for the 
understanding of China's accession. Readers are referred to the WTO's official 
website (http://www.wto.org) and Bhagirath (1998) for a more detailed discussion. 
Characteristics of WTO Accession 
The accession process of the WTO is quite different form the process of other 
international organization. The distinctive characteristics of the WTO accession is 
that the accession requirement on an applicant depends on the terms agreed between 
the applicant and other WTO contracting parties. Therefore, to accede to the WTO, an 
applicant must acquire all WTO contracting parties' agreement and solve all related 
outstanding issues in the course of the bilateral and multilateral negotiations between 
the applicant and contracting parties. 
These bilateral and multilateral negotiations determine the terms and conditions 
for WTO accessions. The terms and conditions would cover commitments to observe 
WTO rules and disciplines, and the transition period granted for the applicant to align 
its policy with WTO disciplines. Basically, the discipline of the WTO is to provide 
full competitive opportunity of trade among the contracting parties. Under the 
discipline, there are two major principles of WTO: the most-favored-nation treatment 
and the national treatment. The former implies non-discriminatory treatment among 
members (i.e. if two members exchange trade-related benefits between themselves, 
the benefit must be extended to other contracting parties), while the latter represents 
non-discriminatory treatment between an exporting member and an importing 
niember (i.e. imported products must receive treatment no less favorable to the 
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domestic product). See Bhagirath(1998) for a discussion. 
Accession Procedure: 
For the actual accession process of the WTO, Article XII of the WTO Agreement 
sets out the guidelines for the WTO accession and Article IX of the WTO Agreement 
and the Understanding on its application lay down the decision-making procedures 
involved. The followings are a brief description about the WTO accession process: 
According to the information provided in the WTO web page, the process of 
WTO accession commences when an applicant submits a formal request to the 
Director General of the WTO expressing its desire to accede to the WTO under 
Article XII. The General Council would then consider the application and establish a 
Working Party "to examine the application for accession to the WTO under Article 
XII and to submit to the General Council recommendation which may include a draft 
Protocol of Accession'"*. The Working Party is open to all WTO contracting parties. A 
Chairperson would be selected for the Working Party after consultations with WTO 
contracting parties and the applicant. 
After the Working Party is established, the applicant government need to present 
a memorandum describing all aspects of its trade and legal regime including 
information on the currently applicable tariff schedule and copies of relevant laws and 
regulations. After the submission of the Memorandum, a clarification process about 
information in the Memorandum through questions and replies follows. The first 
meeting of the Working Party would then be scheduled after the applicant present its 
replies. In the meetings of Working Party, members of the Working Party study the 
conformity of the regime of applicant with various requirements of the WTO 
4 WTO online document - http://www.wto.Org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/eol/e/wto08/wto8_52.htm 
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Agreements. 
In parallel, the applicant and interested contracting WTO parties commence 
bilateral market access negotiations on goods and services. The results of these 
bilateral negotiations are compiled into the Schedules of Concessions and 
Commitments, which is part of the final “Accession Package". The "Accession 
Package" also consists of a Report of the working party summarizing the discussions 
in the working party meetings and a Protocol of Accession containing the terms of 
accession agreed by the applicant and members of the working party. 
When the "Accession Package" which consists of Report of Working Party, 
Protocol of Accession and the Schedule of Concessions and Commitments on Goods 
and Services are finalized, the Accession Package will be forwarded to the General 
Council for approval. After the General Council approved to adopt the package, the 
Protocol of Accession enters into force. After the applicant indicated its acceptance of 
the "Accession Package" by signing the Protocol of Accession, the applicant becomes 
a full member of the WTO in thirty days. 
From the above WTO accession procedure description, it can be seen that any 
single WTO contracting country can block the applicant's accession even all other 
countries agreed with the accession. The characteristics of this WTO accession 
process had added on the difficulties of any applicant's accession. In addition, 
because there exist grey areas within the definition of "market economy" and 
"developing country status" in the WTO Agreement, any WTO contracting country 
can make use of these grey areas to require greater concession from the applicants. 
For example, while the economies of Poland and Romania contained many non-
market elements, the GATT contracting countries still admitted their accession under 
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the condition that Poland and Romania provided more concession. For the grey area 
of "developing country status", because countries with developing country status 
enjoy longer transition period to align their policy with the WTO agreement, WTO 
contracting members could take the advantage of the unclear definition of 
"developing country status" to demand greater concession from applicants. In the 
historical account of China's WTO accession process in the following section, we can 
see how the distinguish characteristics of WTO accession process and the 
corresponding grey areas lengthened China's WTO accession process. 
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IV. Historical Development of China's WTO 
Accession (1986�1999) 
I divided the historical development of China's WTO accession into five stages. 
The stages are divided according to the changes in negotiation attitudes from China 
and contracting parties and the negotiation progress. I scrutinize news from 1986 to 
1999 about the amount of concession China offered to WTO contracting parties, 
officials' comments, contracting parties' requirement on China and the parties' 
interpretation over grey areas in WTO agreements to reveal these negotiation 
attitudes. The news database I utilized is “Wire” section from Lexis-and-Nexis. The 
news were searched through keywords "WTO or GATT" and "China". A total 
number of 10,436 pieces of news were scrutinized to facilitate this historical account. 
To document the historical process of China's WTO accession systematically, I 
categorized the news into four main categories and tabulated the news in 
chronological order. Table 2 (pp. 89-107) contained news related to the general 
progress of China's WTO accession. News in table 3 (pp.l08-p.l44) are about the 
contracting parties' (except US) negotiation attitude and their demand on China. 
News related to US negotiation attitude and demand on China are included in table 4 
(pp. 145-209). The reason of tabling news related to US separately is that US 
processed great influence in China's WTO accession process which is worth a more 
in-depth study separately. Table 5 (pp.210-p.297) recorded news about China's 
negotiation attitude and the offer it made for its WTO accession. In the following 
documentation of historical development of China's WTO accession, the news in 
these four tables are used as important reference to support the documentation. 
After studying the mentioned 10,436 pieces of news, it is observed that was two 
political or institutional events, namely China democratic student movement in June 
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1989 and establishment of the WTO in 1995, has affected the accession progress 
significantly with prominent changes of negotiation attitude of either related parties. I 
regard these changes more prominent than other events because these changes were 
not minor revision of negotiation attitude but nearly an opposite reversion. In addition, 
these changes carried over one year and are distinguishable from other changes. In 
particular, the attitude from GATT contracting parties after China's democratic 
movement in 1989 changed from supportive to negative with negotiation suspended 
for more than a year; and China's concession amounts before and after WTO 
establishment also differed significantly with nearly no concession being made after 
WTO establishment for a year. 
Due to the observation of these two crucial points of time in China's accession 
progress, the stages division are divided with reference to the fading in and out of the 
effects of the two mentioned major events. By detailing historical development of 
other factors affecting the accession, I also account for the role of these other factors 
in enforcing or weakening the effects of the two major events. While my study covers 
more than 13 years of China's accession, my documentation aims not to provide a 
month-based phasing but attempts to provide a general picture about the progress of 
China's accession with reference to progress change in terms of years. 
Phase 1: Encouraging initial stage (1986�1989 May) 
During this episode, China 's WTO accession process was progressing smooth. 
Contracting parties showed their support on China�s accession. And China did not 
make much concession for quick accession. 
China formally applied to resume its contracting party status in the GATT on 
July 11, 1986. Its application received positive and quick response from the GATT. In 
November of the same year, the GATT had decided to officially start the process of 
p.32 
negotiations on China's request as soon as the memorandum on China's economic 
and trade system became available. China responded promptly to this GATT decision 
by presenting a memorandum on its foreign trade to the GATT on Feb 13, 1987 and 
tendering questionnaire on China's foreign trade system in November 1987. 
Everything went smoothly between China and GATT. A working group was formed 
in March 1987 to settle problems concerning resumption of China's membership. 
Seven meetings were concluded from 1986 to 1989 May (Table 1). 
Responses from GATT member countries were also positive during this period. 
As seen from the news documented in case no. 1-9 of the Table 3, many of these 
countries expressed support for resuming China's GATT membership. Examples 
include Japan, European Community (EC), Australia, New Zealand and Canada. In 
particular, EC had held three consultation meetings with China on the membership 
resumption issue. From these news, we may conclude that China's accession into the 
GATT was frictionless with most of the GATT members. 
Response from the US was a bit different from other GATT member countries. 
Although the US also supported resuming China's membership, it showed concerns 
over the difference between China's current economic environment and the GATT 
principles such as the non-market aspects of China's economy (Table 4: case no. 1, 4) 
and protection of intellectual property right (IPR) (Table 4: case no. 2). Yet, the US 
expressed the above concerns in a moderate attitude and thus created no great 
obstacle for China's GATT accession. 
As the progress of resuming membership seemed satisfactory, China did not try 
to make any major change in policy to align its policy to the GATT requirement. 
Meanwhile, China showed its sincerity to regain its contracting party status by 
attending all the negotiations of the Uruguay Round meeting. 
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Awaiting to become a contracting party of GATT, China had fearlessly criticized 
the trade practices of developed countries. During 1986 to May 1989, China had 
expressed its concern over unfair import restriction of textiles from developing 
countries by developed countries and had urged to curb protectionism constantly 
(Table 5: case no. 1 � 9 ) . These actions might have alerted the developed countries that 
China's future representation in the GATT might hurt interest of the developed 
member countries. 
Overall, based on the accession development in 1986�1989 and China's attitude 
during this period, no one, including the Chinese government expected to take 
another decade to complete the accession process. 
Phase 2: Years of Silence (1989 Jun �1992 Feb) 
Phase two are completely different from phase one. In this episode, most 
contracting parties changed their tune and became non-supportive towards China 's 
accession. The negotiation progress took a pause. During this episode, China began 
to align its policy with GATT requirement. 
The suppression of China's democratic movement in June 1989 marked a big 
setback in China's accession process. China's progress of resuming membership 
experienced a long pause because GATT member countries were discontent on 
China's human right situation. In July 1989, a report from Geneva even announced 
that the deliberations which were scheduled for July 11-13 had been postponed 
indefinitely (Table 2: case no. 29�38) . Although a Chinese delegation had gone to 
Geneva in September 1990 to persuade the GATT to continue its accession process, 
only three working group meetings were held from June 1989 to January 1992 (Table 
I). 
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Attitude from many GATT members changed greatly after China's democratic 
movement, too. They began to criticize China's state control over its economy and 
demand deeper economic reforms for China to rejoin the GATT (Table 3: case no. 11, 
12). In 1991, this non-supportive attitude of GATT members began to change. Small 
countries such as Belgium, Brazil and Argentine began to reiterate their support for 
China. Other more important contracting parties such as German, Australia and 
Britain subsequently followed. This switch of attitude by contracting parties reflected 
the success of China's negotiation strategy (Table 3: case no. 13�24). 
Facing the worsening relationship with the US (to be discussed in the following 
paragraph), China understood dealing with the US for resuming membership would 
be difficult. Strategically, China turned to negotiate with smaller countries mentioned 
above. These member countries could be persuaded more easily by developing 
economic relations with them. The supports from these smaller countries moderated 
the tense political atmosphere and pave ways for China to gain the support of other 
countries. Indeed, China gained supports from other more important contracting 
parties by holding talks with these countries individually. (Table 3: case no. 15�17， 
19) 
China also began to align its policy with GATT principles. During this episode 
(1989�1992)，China nnounced its intention to amend sino-foreign investment law in 
December 1989 and publicize trade policies in December 1991. Moreover, China set 
up a research institute to study international trade rules and help the country rejoin the 
GATT (Table 5: case no. 11, 16, 19�21). In fact, China's action and concession 
during this period (1989 � 1 9 9 2 ) is in stark contrast with phase 1 ( 1 9 8 6 � 1 9 8 9 ) -
when China was relatively reluctant to offer concessions. 
The attitude of US towards China's accession became tougher during this 
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episode. Right after the Tiananmen incident, US senators urged the administration to 
adopt additional economic sanctions against China. Due to the pressure from the 
Senate, the Bush administration opposed China's entry to the GATT in September 
1989. In 1991, Sino-US relation even worsened due to their dispute over IPR, MFN, 
human right and military technology transfer to third-world countries. The 
deteriorated relation acted as an obstacle for China to renew its MFN treatment from 
US, let alone to gain support for its accession into the GATT. Although Bush 
administration found granting MFN to China beneficial and tried to persuade the 
Senate on MFN issues, opposition from Senate remained great. In particular, the 
Senate voted to put conditions on the MFN issue. Under these circumstances, 
resuming talks between US and China over China's accession into the GATT was 
almost impossible. Although China had tried to seek US's support for its accession, 
the section 301^ investigation against China triggered China's dissatisfaction. Hence, 
China focused on lobbying other countries for their support of its accession. Together 
with China's positive intellectual property right proposal, Sino-US relations improved 
by the end of 1991 and the Sino-US negotiations resumed in 1992 (Table 4: case no. 
5-36). 
Phase 3: Dashing for WTO founding member status (1992 Feb 
�1994 Dec) 
In this episode, negotiations resumed and China was keen to accede to the WTO 
before 1995 in order to gain founding member status. The main obstacle for China 's 
5 Section 301 is one of the sections of US Code of Law about copyright. It is Federal Legislation 
enacted by the US Congress under its constitutional grant of authority to protect the writings of authors. 
The section 301 involves copyright protection of copyrighted works such as literacy, musical, 
dramatics, audio-visual...etc. 
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accession came from Sino-US IPR dispute and trade balance dispute. 
After a break of 17 months, talks resumed in February 1992 between China and 
the GATT. From February 1992 to December 1994, intense negotiations were carried 
out among China and other member countries on China's bid to rejoin the GATT. The 
GATT working group held nine meetings with regard to China's accession, which 
was triple the number of meetings in the previous two years. During this period, both 
US and other member countries demanded concessions form China in many areas, 
including tariff reductions, elimination of non-tariff trade restrictions, intellectual 
property right protection. In 1992 to 1993, member countries' concerns focused on 
tariff reduction (Table 2: case no. 55). From 1994, more concerns were given to other 
non-tariff trading areas such as intellectual property right and market access of 
service sectors (Table 2: case no. 64，65). 
Attempting to become a WTO founding member, China had made many 
concessions in response to the above contracting parties' concerns. As we will discuss 
in hypothesis 2 in the following section, there was an obvious increase in China's 
concession covering sensitive areas such as automobile industry. Despite the general 
support from other contracting parties (Table 2: case no. 39�67) , China still failed to 
get the founding member status for the WTO due to the US opposition. 
Support from most of GATT member countries were increasing in this period. At 
the beginning of 1992, member countries such as the EU and Japan continued to 
express concerns over China's human right issue (Table 3: case no. 25). Yet, with 
China's extension of copyright protection from US to these countries, bilateral 
negotiations among China and these countries were carried out successively (Table 3: 
case no. 28). Member countries managed to reduce China's tariff rates and increased 
China's concession. Because of increased China's concession, most of the member 
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countries including the EU, Japan and Australia threw support for the earliest 
admission of China into the GATT by the first half of 1994 (Table 3: case no. 46-50). 
Consequently, the US became the sole obstacle in China's way into the GATT. 
However, as US insisted not to grant early membership to China, countries such as 
Japan and Australia took advantage by demanding further concession from China in 
exchange for their support for China's accession in late 1994 (Table 3: case no. 46, 
60). 
Because many other member countries were willing to grant early membership 
to China, support of the US was a determining factor affecting China's chance in 
entering the GATT. Although the US found admitting China into the GATT beneficial 
to the world and the US and hence claimed support on China's accession, it refused 
granting early membership to China. It is because the US wanted to acquire the 
possible greatest concession from China in order to increase the US benefit from 
China's WTO accession. 
Through postponing while claiming support on China's accession, the US 
managed to gain many concessions from China. During the seventh round of market 
accession negotiations between the US and China in 1992, China had given a list of 
products that no longer needed import licensing and had named 50 import categories 
whose tariffs were to be reduced (Table 4: case no. 42). In 1993, the demand from the 
US was increasing with negotiations' focus turned to non-tariff trade barriers and 
other trade-related issues. These issues included establishing a single national trade 
policy, making all trade regulations public and establishing market pricing system. In 
order to protect the US economy, the US demanded China to accept a special 
safeguard system against China (Table 4: case no. 50). After rounds of negotiations, 
little progress was made between China and the US. In the second half of 1993, trade 
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disputes over China's textile import quotas and exchange rate manipulation had led to 
sore Sino-US relation. (Table 4: case no. 58�63). 
In 1994, Sino-US relation got even sorer. During the first half of 1994, the US 
concern over China's human right situation had hindered both the granting of MFN 
and China's accession progress into the GATT (Table 4: case no. 70). In the second 
half of 1994, disputes over developing country status, IPR protection and trade deficit 
blocked China's way into the GATT. Although China had made concession in market 
access, the US denied China's developing country status and insisted greater Chinese 
market access (Table 4: case no. 70, 83, 85). However, due to constraints of China's 
current economic situation, no further concession could be easily made on market 
access (Table 5: case no. 67，81). For the IPR protection, the US was discontent with 
China's lack of comprehensive law, lenient punishment and poor law enforcement. 
Although China had made many law amendments and civilized privacy，the US did 
not soften its position on the IPR issue and even linked this issue directly to China's 
accession (Table 4: case no. 67, 70, 71’ 75, 76). By the end of 1994，The EPR problem 
was so serious that the US government bluntly warned China with trade sanctions and 
the rejection of China's bid to rejoin GATT if China failed to seriously crack down on 
intellectual piracy within just two weeks. Facing this difficult situation, China 
threatened to water down its concession if membership could not be granted by the 
end of 1994 (Table 5: case no. 95). Yet, this threat turned in vain and China failed to 
become the founding member of the WTO. 
Phase 4: China changed negotiation attitude (1995�1996 Mar) 
In this episode, China changed its active negotiation attitude in previous phase 
three by suspending negotiations. Yet, this change in China 5 negotiation attitude 
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failed to alleviate US 's demand on China. In addition, interest group 5 opinion 
(especially in the US) began to influence China，s WTO accession in this stage. 
Following the failure to become a founding member of the WTO, China's 
accession progress slowed down. China, the US and the EU seemed to have run out 
of energy in the negotiation. China suspended formal negotiation for the first time 
(Table 2: case no. 68). It insisted developing country status, claimed unwillingness in 
sacrificing economic stability for WTO membership and blamed the US for its 
"exorbitant" demand on China. This negotiation suspension seemed to aim at 
pressuring other WTO member countries to push the US into offering China some 
concession (Table 5: case no. 102�106). Apart from the failure to gain WTO founding 
membership, the upcoming US election might have made China less enthusiastic in 
negotiation. It is because this US election had gotten more attention from the US 
administration than the negotiation of China's WTO accession, and the US 
administration would need to consider the effect of any negotiation deal on election. 
China had expected that its WTO accession negotiation with the US would be more 
difficult at this time. Although China had suspended formal negotiation, China's 
economic liberalization still continued (Table 5: case no. 99-101, 109, 110). The 
continuation of liberalization had signaled to other contracting parties that China was 
committed and sincere in moving towards a market economy. 
Although China showed its firm position over the accession issue in January 
1995, US did not soften its stance. This tough attitude was mainly due to the US' 
copyright dispute and its huge trade deficit with China. By the end of January 1995, 
the US and China were even bracing themselves for a trade war after the collapse of 
the Sino-US talks on copyright (Table 4; case no. 77�79) . After the Sino-US accord 
on copyright concluded by late February, US hoped to put bilateral negotiations on 
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China's accession back on track. Yet, because US did not showed any concession on 
its demand, China refused to resume negotiation (Table 4: case no. 80, 81). 
This suspension of formal Sino-US bilateral negotiations continued after January 
1995. Frictions came from the dispute over developing country status, opposing 
pressures from the US commercial and agricultural sector over China's accession, and 
political conflicts over Taiwan. On developing country status, US argued that China 
should be regarded as developed country due to its vast economic size and fast 
economic growth. However, China was not willing to sacrifice economic stability for 
WTO membership. Without developing country status, China will need to open up its 
market faster even for those sensitive sectors such as agriculture, jeopardizing 
economic stability. For opposing pressures from the US commercial and agricultural 
sector, both American Textile Manufacturers Institute and US Agriculture Secretary 
had lobbying action for stringent conditions of China's accession. The presence of 
these opposing pressures made the US administration more difficult to offer 
concession for China's accession even if it wanted to (Table 4: case no. 83-90). At 
the same time, China had dispute with the US over a visit of Taiwan president, Sino-
US relation was at its low point. In addition, the US continued to express its concern 
over trade deficit (Table 4: case no. 84). As a result, formal bilateral negotiations 
were difficult to resume. 
The EU held a softer stance than the US on China's accession issue. Although 
the EU insisted that China had to meet several requirements including reducing tariff, 
opening service market, liberalizing foreign trade monopoly...etc. (Table 3: case no. 
70), the EU trade official had persuaded China to resume talks in July 1995 and called 
for an acceleration of talk in October 1995. In 1996, the EU even recognized China's 
developing country status and introduced a "transitional approach" for China to take 
P . 4 1 
up developed members' responsibility gradually (Table 3: case no. 72). In addition, 
the EU urged other WTO members to break political logjam over China's accession 
(Table 3: case no. 74), which showed the EU's softer stance on China's accession 
issue. Nevertheless, the EU's action was not strong enough to push for greater overall 
negotiation progress. 
Phase 5: Stage towards success (1996 Mar-1999) 
After 1995, existing WTO member countries became more enthusiastic to 
China 's accession increased. The reasons are the increased concessions from China 
which made China an attractive place for trade and investment, the increased 
economic ties between China and member countries, and the increasing lobbying 
actions from member countries ’ commercial sectors for China，accession. The main 
obstacles for China，s WTO accession in this episode came mainly from contracting 
parties，concern over bilateral trade balance, IPR dispute and China，s offer on its 
service and agricultural sectors. 
1996 
On 22nd March 1996, the first formal meeting of WTO China working group was 
held in Geneva. Before this date, most bilateral meeting about China's accession had 
been informal in nature (Chen, 1999). After the resumption of formal negotiation, 
larger contracting parties such as the EU, Canada and Japan called for quick China's 
accession. In April 1996, Europe urged member countries to keep politics out of 
China's accession issue. In the same month, Japan and Canada jointly back China's 
accession as early as possible. Japan even urged the Group of Seven industrial nations 
to support China's accession before July 1997. Other countries such as New Zealand, 
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Australia and Britain also expressed hope for an early accession for China. 
Although there seemed to be a flood of voices to support China's early 
membership, China's accession issue still met obstacles in its negotiation with the EU. 
Although the EU introduced the "transition period" approach for China to gradually 
fulfill obligation required for WTO membership, the EU was not intended to apply 
this approach uniformly to all related obligations. It means that China would need to 
meet developed member countries' obligation in certain areas immediately after 
gaining membership (Table 3: case no. 84). Consequently, there were questions of 
which areas should the "transition period" approach applied to and how long these 
transition periods should be. These questions became the new Sino-EU negotiation 
focus. During negotiations in 1996, the EU continued to ask for better offer from 
China in terms of market access, subsidy and tariff. Market access of automobile 
sector would probably be the most significant hurdle of 1996 negotiation progress 
because European automobile industry experts' demanded for a drastic cut in Chinese 
auto-tariff and greater transparency of China's long term policies on auto industry 
(Table 3: case no. 82). 
While the EU and other western countries were active in finding ways for 
accelerating negotiation, the US did not seem to be any more enthusiastic for China's 
early accession than before. In first half of 1996，the Sino-US relation was again 
troubled by intellectual property right dispute. By May 1996, the US announced 3 
million dollars worth of preliminary sanctions against Chinese exports in retaliation 
for China's failure to protect the US intellectual property right. The senior US 
democrats even warned that the House of Representatives wanted to block China's 
accession until it fully protected the US intellectual property right. Consequently, the 
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Sino-US negotiation did not have much progress. 
Even after the completion of Sino-US deal on intellectual property right in June, 
the Sino-US negotiation progress was still slow. Agriculture was another difficult 
negotiation area. In 1996, the US regarded China's accession impossible until China's 
barrier on agriculture products were lifted. In addition, the ballooning Sino-US trade 
deficit had led the US to insist on expanding market access from China. Pressure 
from the US congress and other lobbying groups also dampened China's accession. In 
particular, the US congress had urged for placing minimal conditions on China's 
accession, and workers group would like to see Beijing to end rampant labour abuses. 
Consequently, the US did not soften its stance on China's issue (Table 4: case no. 96, 
100 〜102). 
China seemed not enthusiastic in negotiations until the end of 1996. The lack of 
enthusiasm is probably due to its failure to gain WTO membership in 1995. Besides, 
the expectation that the US election might make the US administration stay tough on 
China's accession also lowered China's aspiration to make concession. In fact, 
informal negotiation were not resumed until May 1996 (Table 5: case no. 116). By the 
end of 1996，China began to provide another round of concessions which last through 
the whole 1997 (Table 5: case no. 118, 122). It should be noted that the director 
general of China's tariffs department of the General Administration of Customs once 
claimed China was disinterested in WTO. Although China reaffirmed its hopes for 
joining the WTO immediately, this claim was a clear sign of internal conflicts over 
China's accession (Table 5: Dec 96). 
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1997 
In this year, China had made a series of offers to WTO members and had carried 
out many negotiations with member countries. These actions successfully attained 
negotiation progress with many member countries such as Japan. Yet, no great 
negotiation progress was resulted with the EU and the US. 
Although China stood firm on entering WTO with a developing country status 
and placed economic stability on top of WTO membership, China had improved its 
offer in many aspects of trade in this year (Table 5: case no. 125-129). This round of 
new offers covered not only tariff reduction, but also regulations on distribution and 
production for foreign companies in China. On tariff reduction, the new offer reduced 
China's average tariff rate from 23% to 17% by October 1997. On distribution and 
production regulations, China promised to open wholesale and retail sector to foreign 
investment, granting rights to all enterprises in China to have the right to import or 
export after a short transition period and elimination of dual prices to reduce 
operating costs of foreign enterprises operating in China. 
Resuming its enthusiasm to improve offers, China gained negotiation progress 
with several countries. It concluded talks with New Zealand, South Korea 
successfully in August 1997. Talks with Japan also attained great progress. In 
September 1997, Japan completed a framework agreement on trade in goods with 
China. However, market access for services sector remained a sticky issue between 
Japan and China. (Table 3: case no. 97�114) 
China had no major negotiation breakthrough with the EU and the US in 1997. 
Although a transition period approach was introduced a year earlier, there were still 
fundamental differences between these two WTO members and China on trade 
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liberalization. These differences include state-trading monopolies, joint venture, and 
market access of financial services and agriculture product (Table 2: case no. 77， 
Table 4: case no. 106, 117). Trade deficit problem appeared to be a main reason for 
the US to hold tough stance. It is observed that the US had tried to use "carrot" and 
"stick" in order to open up China market and thus alleviate trade deficit. "Carrot" is 
the granting permanent MFN treatment to China if China can improve its market 
access package for WTO membership while "stick" represents special tariff on 
imports from China if China continue to discriminate against the US products. (Table 
4: case no. 110-115) During 1997, pressure from the US congress persisted. Congress 
even proposed several stringent sanctions on China. The sanction proposed included 
banning prison labor products from the US markets; banning US travel for Chinese 
officials who engage in religious persecution and who force women to have abortions 
for population control; adding the US human rights monitors in Beijing; banning the 
US trade with companies controlled by the Chinese military and denying below-
market rate international loans to China (Table 4: case no. 110, 116). This tough 
stance of the US congress might also contribute to the slow Sino-US negotiation 
progress. 
1998 
Negotiation progress in 1998 was similar to that of 1997. Demands from 
member countries for China's liberalization on agricultural and services sector 
continued to be strong (Table 4: case no. 120, 125). China continued to make several 
concessions in response to members' demand while insisting priority in national 
interest. Yet, 1997 Asian financial crisis had caused an increase in WTO member 
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countries' demand on China. 
The increase in WTO member countries' demand particularly came from 
western countries' doubt on China's ability on continuing liberalization. After the 
Asian financial crisis, these countries suspected that many sectors in China might 
need government's protection in face of 1997 financial crisis, and this need would 
hinder China's ability to continue economic liberalization. In addition, because export 
ability of many Asian countries had deteriorated after 1997 financial crisis, China 
thus increased its share in western countries' import drastically. The increased trade 
deficit gave these western countries - in particular, the EU — a reason to raise demand 
of market access on China (Table 3: case no. 120�122). Moreover, both the EU and 
the US expressed concerns over China's weak legal framework and transparency of 
regulations, which may represent western countries' caution over China's future 
liberalization (Table 4: case no. 131). 
In response to WTO members' demand, China offered a package in April 1998. 
The package included tariff reduction to 10.8% by 2005 and elimination of import 
restrictions on 385 kinds of commodities over next 10 years. In the eighth round of 
negotiations of the WTO China group, China also provided concessions over 
telecommunications and services sectors, including banks and insurance markets 
(table 5, case no. 165). In order to alleviate the increasing demand from member 
countries, China had also quoted statistics about the higher tariff levels of a 
significant proportion of member countries and successful accession of less opened-
economy such as India into the WTO. China's increased enthusiasm for WTO 
accession might have been caused by the deteriorating export growth and the need to 
join the new round of negotiation with WTO member status. 
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1999 
Despite several international political events that had added to the difficulties of 
negotiations, negotiations for China's accession experienced important progress 
during this year. Japan, Australia and New Zealand had agreed on a protocol with 
China (Table 2: Jul 8, Jul 14). Negotiation situation with the US was also optimistic. 
After April 1999，many entities from both commercial sector and agricultural sector 
lobbied for conclusion of talks after April 1999. In fact, China had completed 
bilateral agreement with 24 countries including the US. Yet, negotiation progress was 
relatively slow with the EU. 
In the first quarter of 1999，China's attention was on bilateral negotiation with 
the US. Facing the decreasing GDP growth internally and the coming of Seattle round 
WTO negotiation in November, China offered many concessions. In March, China 
offered tariff cut in several agricultural products such as beef and wheat. Yet, troubled 
by an accusation of Chinese stealing nuclear secrets from the US and the problem of 
rising trade deficit, the US did not soften its stance towards China's accession. In 
addition, there were opposing voices from different commercial entities such as steel 
industry, information technology in the US. These opposing voices urged for an 
opening of China's services market and for anti-dumping activities from China (Table 
4: case no. 136-142). Congress' opposition also hindered the US administration from 
reaching any agreement with China. In particular. Senator Chuck Grassley had 
introduced a bill to give Congress an opportunity to review the terms under which 
China might be admitted to the World Trade Organization. On the whole, the 
atmosphere in the US made a bilateral agreement unlikely. 
In April, the great concession made by China altered the US atmosphere towards 
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China's accession. The scale of concession was the greatest one compared to China's 
previous offer (please see hypothesis 2 in the next section for more discussion). 
Encouraged by China's great offer, voices for China's accession flooded the US. 
These voices included commercial entities such as The Semiconductor Association 
and The Amway Co.; and agricultural sector such as The US Grain Council (Table 4: 
case no. 145, 146, 150-155...etc.). However, the US turned down China's offer 
because the US was suspicious that China had stolen its nuclear secret and because 
voices against China's accession, such as workers group's opposition were still great. 
In May, China's accession encountered another important political obstacle -
NATO bombing event of China's embassy. Due to this sensitive political event, China 
had to suspend negotiation with the US. Although the US called for negotiation 
resumption in June and claimed that they were ready to reach agreement with China 
based on China's April offer, negotiation was not resumed until September (Table 4: 
case no. 167, 169, 170). China's rejection to resume negotiation was not only caused 
by the NATO bombing event, but also by China's domestic opposition against its 
accession (Table 5: case no. 181) and by the dispute over the content of China's offer 
publicized by the US (Table 5: case no. 185). 
Although China suspended negotiation with the US, China continued to make 
concession during bilateral negotiations with other countries such as Japan (Table 5: 
case no. 188-191). These concessions offered to other countries revealed that China's 
aspirations to WTO accession was not hindered by NATO bombing event. Instead, 
the suspension of bilateral negotiation with the US was aimed at reducing domestic 
discontent on China government's attitude towards the NATO bombing event. Once 
this discontent got alleviated, China continued its accession negotiations with the US. 
In fact, after China had reached compensation agreement over the NATO bombing 
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event in August, it resumed negotiation with the US in September (Table 4: case no. 
169, 170). 
After negotiation resumed in September, there were still voices against China's 
accession in the US. However, these voices were mainly from workers group. Most 
other sectors in the US supported China's accession. Finally, the Sino-US protocol 
was finally reached in November 1999. 
With the removal of the biggest obstacle (the US opposition), China's accession 
seems definite in the near future. 
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V. Hypothesis 
With regard to the factors affecting the length of time for China's accession, 
there exists suspicion over many economic and political factors. These factors include 
a change in China's economic growth, the balance of payment between China and 
other WTO members, an advance on new round of WTO rules formulation, and 
distributive conflicts in China. To investigate the importance of these factors, I make 
use of the hypothesis investigation approach, similar to that used by Ethier (1998). I 
would set up hypothesis about how the above factors are generally believed to affect 
China's WTO accession (highlighted with italic fonts)，then I will investigate the 
hypothesis credibility against the actual situation (usual fonts). 
To investigate the credibility of these hypotheses, I make use of related statistics, 
news and relevant findings by previous studies to compare the historical development 
of the above factors and the historical development of aspiration for China's 
accession of all concerned parties. I use qualitative historical development approach 
instead of a regression analysis because the aspiration for China's accession is very 
difficult to be quantified, if not impossible. Thus, empirical econometric analysis that 
relies on quantitative data will unlikely be appropriate. For example, let's consider a 
situation in which we would like to study the importance of the US concern over 
Sino-US trade balance in China's WTO accession. Because the details of the US 
official comments did show the degree of the US aspiration for China's accession, we 
should consider the news detail for our hypothesis investigation. Typical examples 
would be whether trade sanction is involved in the official comment, and the choice 
of vocabulary of the official comment. Thus, if we use quantitative analysis by 
counting the US official comments which linked the US trade deficit with China's 
accession, it failed to reflect the degree of the US's seriousness towards trade deficit 
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which would otherwise be reflected by news scrutiny. In addition, although factors 
such as the amount of China's concession can be quantified by counting the number 
of items it offered, this quantifying method failed to address the importance of 
different offer items. It is clear that the effect of a 10% tariff reduction in agriculture 
imports is very different from tariff reduction in clothing industry by the same 
percentage. Therefore, quantitative measures could be misleading in investigating the 
hypothesis credibility. 
Hypothesis 1: China,s economic growth is negatively related to 
China 's aspiration for accession. 
Background and explanations: 
Because access to the WTO is a mean to attain economic growth for China, 
current economic growth situation might have affected China's aspiration for WTO 
membership. There existed number of news linking China's economic growth to 
China's accession. For example, in case no. 188 of table 5, the news mentioned 
"China's slowing economy is forcing Beijing to make a renewed push to join the 
World Trade OrganisationThe WTO membership affected China 5 economic 
growth through several aspects, such as boosting exports, attracting more FDI and 
hardening economic reform. Out of the above aspects, boosting exports and 
attracting FDI are believed to process vital importance in China ’s economic growth. 
In fact, in case no. 86 of table 2，the news mentioned "decreasing growth of FDI may 
imply a need for China to quicken negotiations Thus, current export situation, FDI 
situation and GDP growth may reveal reasons of China�s changing aspiration for 
WTO membership from time to time. 
Before examining China，s export, FDI and GDP growth m different period, I 
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account for the role of export and FDI in China，s economy. For the export sector, its 
importance experienced a drastic increase in 1980s and 1990s. Although export only 
represented the third largest component in national income accounting (Figure 1), 
figures showed that export \s share in GDP had risen more than 10% from 1983 to 
/999 (Figure 2), which revealed the increasing importance of export in China. The 
inter-relation between GDP growth and export growth became more obvious by 
second half of 1990s. In Figure 3, it can be seen that the slowing down of GDP 
growth rate was accompanied by the slowing down of export growth. In fact’ the 
studies by Liu, Song and Romilly (1997) and Sun and Shan (1998) have indicated that 
there is a bilateral causality between exports and economic growth. Therefore, it is 
believed that China ’s aspiration to boost export by acceding to WTO was affected by 
its GDP growth situation. 
FDI growth also posted significant effect on China's economic growth, 
especially in 1990s. From Figure 2’ it is found that the ratio ofFDI/GDP experienced 
more than 3 times increase from 1990 to 1999. Although the ratio's absolute 
percentage points was not high, FDI importance on China 's economic growth should 
not be overlooked. Because these FDI were concentrated in few coastal provinces 
such as Guangdong, Fujian, Shanghai, Shangdong and Jiangs, the better economic 
performance attained by these provinces than many of their provincial counterparts 
suggested the importance of FDI in China. In addition, as seen from Figure 3, there 
was quite strong correlation between growth rate of FDI and GDP. It suggested that 
FDI was an important driving force for China's economic growth. The estimation by 
Berthelemy and Demurger (2000) of a system of simultaneous equations confirms the 
fundamental role played by foreign investment in provincial growth in China. They 
also emphasize the importance of the potential for future foreign investment decisions. 
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As WTO membership will likely bring more FDI into China, it is reasonable to link 
growth of FDI and GDP to China ’s aspiration for WTO membership. 
Credibility investigation 1: 
I will examine the above hypothesis by analyzing statistics on GDP, FDI and 
export and linking this analysis to China's aspiration in different stage. 
Phase 1 (1986 � 1 9 8 9 May): 
From Figure 3, we can see that growth rate of GDP, export and FDI were 
steadily on the rise until 1988. Therefore, according to the hypothesis, there should 
not be a need to boost growth rate of GDP in the near future by rushing into the WTO. 
Actually, China did not provide much concessions in this phase. Thus, the hypothesis 
seems to match the actual negotiation situation. In fact, at this initial stage, every 
things for WTO accession is still at the infant stage. Thus, current GDP growth rate 
was unlikely to affect China's aspiration for membership very much. 
Phase 2 (1989 Jun � 1 9 9 2 Feb): 
After 1989, China's economy experienced a slow down in growth. Growth for 
GDP, export and FDI all dropped. This slow down seemed to suggest a need for 
accelerating WTO accession negotiation. Yet, the FDI drop was probably caused by 
the Tiananmen event in June 1989. This Tainanmen event had led to a suspension of 
nearly all bilateral negotiations between China and member countries. Therefore, 
using WTO membership to boost the economy is impossible. What China could do is 
to continue its economic reform in order to signal to foreign countries China's 
intention of trade liberalization. Thus, China's economic slow down in this phase cast 
insignificant effect on China's accession to WTO. In this phase，the hypothesis failed 
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to match the actual negotiation situation. 
Phase 3 (1992 Feb ~ 1994 Dec): 
In 1992, the visit of China's top official Dang Xiaoping to Shenzhen has 
stimulated much FDI into China in particular to the southern and coastal provinces. 
With a dramatic increase in FDI, China's economic growth rate increased in the 
following year despite the unsatisfactory export growth. Therefore, China's eagerness 
to boost growth through WTO accession should be small during this period according 
to the hypothesis. 
However, during this phase, China had made many concessions to member 
countries. This is probably due to the need for becoming a founding member of WTO. 
Once again, GDP growth was not a determinant factor affecting China's aspiration. In 
short, the hypothesis did not match the actual negotiation situation well in this period. 
Phase 4 (1995 � 1 9 9 6 Mar): 
In 1995-1996, growth rate of GDP, export and FDI experienced a sharp fall, with 
the growth of FDI nearly at a pause. There existed a need for China to stimulate 
economic growth by gaining WTO membership. However, China suspended formal 
negotiations because it was disappointed at its failure in obtaining a membership 
before the formation of WTO. Thus, in this phase, the hypothesis did not match the 
actual negotiation situation. 
Phase 5 (1996 � 1 9 9 9 ) : 
In this phase, growth rate of GDP, export and FDI continued to be slow. Thus, 
the need to gain WTO membership to boost economy continued. At this stage, China 
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was more active than it was in the previous stage. It has given several great 
concessions including prime minister of China Zhu Rongji's April 1999 offer. In this 
phase, the hypothesis seemed to match the actual negotiation situation. However, 
because there was other driving forces for China's concession such as the coming of 
Seattle round of negotiations (to be explained in hypothesis 2), we cannot conclude 
the significance of GDP growth unless we can isolate other factors together. 
From the above analysis, China's short-term economic growth showed weak 
correlation with China's aspiration to accede to the WTO. It was probably due to the 
existence of more determinant factors such as need for changing negotiation strategy, 
international political events and coming of new rounds WTO negotiations. In 
addition, accession to WTO may not imply a cure in short-run economic slow down. 
Accession to WTO will not increase China's market access to other countries much 
because China has already got MFN treatment form many countries. In fact, Liu 
(2001) suggested that the WTO entry would generate only a modest, though positive 
impact in China's labor intensive exports^. Moreover, both studies of Liu, Song and 
Romilly (1997) and Sun and Shan (1998) suggested a bilateral causality between 
export and economic growth. Therefore, when using export expansion to boost 
economic growth, China needed to take care of other factors affecting growth. For 
example, if China did not consider economic stability when making offer to boost 
export, increased economic instability will cast negative effect on China's economic 
growth and the export boost effect on economic growth will also be swamped. Hence, 
it is unlikely that China would increase offer to boost export in order to alleviate 
economic slowdown. 
For boosting economic growth through attracting more for FDI, it should be 
6 with positive coefficient 0.35 significant at 10% significance level 
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noted that the role of FDI in economic growth is usually highlighted as taking the 
form of technological diffusion. Yet, the transfer of knowledge and technology does 
take time. Therefore, it is unlikely that China's aspiration for entering WTO be 
greatly be affected by short-term economic slow down. 
Another important reason for the little correlation between GDP growth and 
China's concession fell on the reasons of economic slow down in China. During the 
second half of 1990s, China's economic slow down was accompanied by service 
account deficit and widespread of bankruptcies in China. As the focus of bilateral 
negotiations fell heavily on concessions in service sector, it was unlikely that China 
could made much concessions which might intensify the difficult situation of services 
sector. 
Finally, it should be noted that WTO accession is intended to stimulate China's 
long run economic growth rather than smoothing out short-run growth. It is noted that 
one of China's major gains from WTO accession was the hardening of China's 
economic reform. Because economic reform is a not a short term process, the gain 
/ 
7 from hardening economic reform benefits China's long term economic growth rather 
than its short term growth. Thus, China's desire to enter into WTO (hence its 
concessions) are unlikely driven by current economic conditions at business cycle 
because current economic conditions likely contain transitory components that will 
not persist. Therefore, we should not be surprise to see weak correlation between 
China's current economic growth and China's corresponding concession within the 
same period. 
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Hypothesis 2: The desire to participate in forthcoming new 
negotiation forums as a WTO member boosted China ,s 
aspiration for accession, and thus lead to more concessions 
from China. 
Background and explanations: 
These “forthcoming new negotiation forums “ represented events which lead to a 
fresh round of rules formation. In particular, the “forthcoming new negotiation 
forums" faced by China during its application period were "the transformation from 
the GATT to the WTO" and “the opening of Seattle round negotiationThis 
suspicion towards the role of the new negotiation forums in China ’s WTO accession 
process comes from two folds. First, new round of negotiations will usually touch on 
new issues which were not actively discussed within WTO before. Therefore, 
participation in the new round of negotiations provides opportunities for member 
countries to shape WTO's attitude towards new issues. If China had gained the WTO 
membership before these new negotiation forums started, China could negotiate and 
vote for rules in favor of its interest. For example, according to the agricultural 
agreement of Uruguay Round of negotiations, another round of agriculture 
negotiations would begin in November 1999 - the Seattle round of negotiations 
(Wang and Gao, 2000). Because China's agricultural sector might not be mature 
enough to face international competition by that time, China could bargain for slow 
trade I iberal ization for agriculture product if it were a WTO member. 
Second, in order to ensure the effectiveness of concession in acceding to the 
WTO, it is also reasonable for China to make concessions when there is likely a 
chance that WTO contracting parties would grant early membership for China. 
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Towards this point, because including China in new round of negotiations also 
benefits WTO members, for example by avoiding negotiation interrupted by political 
issues, it is reasonable to believe that WTO members would be more willing to 
consider granting early membership for China before new negotiation forums began. 
Thus, it would he more effective for China to make concession before new negation 
forum began. Considering the above two points, it is believed that China，s expected 
benefit from making concessions and its aspiration for accession might increase when 
there is a forthcoming new negotiation forum. 
Credibility investigation 2: 
In order to study the relationship between China's aspiration for accession and 
the "new negotiation forums", I investigate China's concessions within one and a half 
years before new negotiation forums started. Reason for choosing one and a half 
years for study is that administration procedure after all bilateral negotiations reached 
do take time. Therefore, it is logical to believe that China's aspiration for accession 
increased as early as one and a half years before new negotiation forums began. 
As mentioned above, there were two "forthcoming new negotiation forums" 
faced by China during its application period — "the transformation from the GATT to 
the WTO" in January 1995 and "the opening of Seattle round negotiation" in 
November 1999. Because I have chosen one and a half years as the studying period, if 
great concessions was made during second half year of 1993 to 1995 and second half 
of 1998 to 1999, we may conclude that "new negotiation forums" is one of the 
important factor affecting China's aspiration for accession. 
Based on information publicized in Lexis-and-Nexis, Table 6 (p.302) 
summarizes the major concessions of China from 1986 to 1999 except its offer in 
April 1999 and Table 7 (p.306) provides the details of the news announcing these 
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concessions including the April 1999 offer. Table 6 divided China's application 
period into four episodes. The first and the third episodes represent periods in which 
had no forthcoming new negotiation forums, while the second and the fourth episodes 
represent period which new negotiation forum was forthcoming within one and a half 
years. And it is observed there was an increased amount of concessions from China in 
both the second and the fourth episode. 
While comparing concessions in the first and second episode, the number of 
concession items found in the second episode showed no obvious increase. Yet, the 
quality of concessions offered did have conspicuous improvement. For example, the 
tariff reductions offered within the first episode were all smaller than 10%. On the 
contrary, a tariff reduction offered in 1994 brought down tariff level by 55%! In 
addition, tariff reduction offered in the second episode included the automobile sector 
which was a sensitive sector for opening in China. Thus, without any doubt the 
amount of concessions for tariff reduction increased in the second episode. 
Moreover, China made important change in its currency system. This new offer 
to abolish dual currency system was further improved to shorten the transition period 
within the same year of the first announcement. From the analysis of tariff reduction 
and currency system reform, we can conclude that there exists an increase in China's 
aspiration for WTO accession before "the transformation from the GATT to the 
WTO". 
The increased in China's aspiration before "the opening of the Seattle round of 
negotiation" was even more obvious. From Table 6, it is showed that China offered a 
very comprehensive concession offers during 1999. The new offer covers from 
manufacture sector to sensitive sector such as service sector, agricultural sector and 
financial sector. This new offer was big in terms of coverage in depth. For example, 
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in service sector foreign ownership of domestic telecommunication carriers are 
allowed to eventually control up to just below 50%, and domestic banking sector will 
be fully opened to foreign companies within 5 years after China joins the WTO. This 
offer is a stretch for China with regard to its stage of development in banking industry. 
For the agricultural sector — a sector which has great need of protection in China, 
China also made great concessions such as the removal of export subsidies for all 
agricultural products and a reduction of average tariff rate reduction to 14.5% on 
agricultural products. 
To conclude, as it is observed that period before "forthcoming new negotiation 
forums" do coincides with the period which China made great concession, the 
hypothesis that the desire for participating in new round of negotiation forums should 
not be rejected. 
Hypothesis 3: Increase in absolute value of the US's trade 
deficit with China raised US's demand for China's concession; 
and this demand for concession aimed to reduce the value of 
trade deficit of the US with China. 
Background and explanations: 
The idea of this hypothesis came from the frequent official comments and journal 
comments linking up trade deficit and China's WTO accession found in the Lexis-
and-Nexis news database. In particular, these comments could he found in 27 months 
out of the 168 months from July 1986 to September 1999 (i.e. the period between 
China formal application to the GATT WTO to conclusion of Sino-US negotiation). 
These comments linking up trade deficit and China's WTO accession have 
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arisen because after China accedes to the WTO it will enjoy MFN treatment and 
hence reduced trade harriers for China \s export. Therefore, developed countries such 
as the US worried their trade balance with China will be worsened. If these 
developed countries did not have a big current trade deficit with China, this worry 
should have been small, and vice versa. In other words, when these developed 
countries had a great trade deficit with China, they will increase demand on China to 
attain favorable future trade balance with China. 
For the second part of the hypothesis, that the demand for concession aims to 
reduce the value of trade deficit, the idea also comes from official and journal 
comments. For example, because there was comment from Clinton that the best 
solution to trade deficit was China，s concession in trade liberalization, we will also 
investigate whether reducing trade deficit is really one of the aims of the US demand 
for China，s concession. 
Credibility of hypothesis 3: 
I investigate the credibility of hypothesis 3 by studying the US's attitude towards 
the relationship between trade balance with China and China's accession, the absolute 
value and the growth of the US's trade balance with China, and the share of China in 
the US's overall trade balance. 
I identify two periods with different the US's attitude towards the relationship 
between its deficit with China and China's accession. Period I (1986-1992) 
represents a time period when the US had not linked trade deficit on its demand on 
China's accession. During this period, I found no official comments or journal 
comments linking up the US's trade deficit and China's accession. Period II 
(1993-1999) is a period when news linking up the US's trade deficit and China's 
accession could be found. During period 11, the US's BOP situation with China 
p 6 2 
became a major concern of the US in China's accession issue. From 1993 and 1994, 
the US expressed concerns to ensure China would not get easy trade advantage that 
boost its export while limiting its import. These concerns might have revealed the 
US's concern over trade balance with China indirectly. By late 1994, the US even 
claimed that they would continue to oppose entry of the Beijing government into the 
WTO until their trade deficit with China is reduced. In 1995, the US claimed trade 
deficit remained a concern in China's accession problem. Thus, the US's attitude to 
link trade deficit with China's accession was obvious. From 1996 to 1998，the US 
continue to stress the importance of trade deficit in China's accession issue. During 
this period, the US repeatedly attributed trade deficit with China to China's closed 
market, and made further opening of China's market as a precondition of China's 
accession. In the first quarter of 1999, the US even claimed that trade deficit with 
China was becoming political unsustainable and called for an opening of China's 
market. 
Figure 4 plots the BOP of the US with China. As seen from Figure 4，during 
period II (1993 � 1 9 9 9 ) which the US expressed concerns over trade balance with 
China, the US trade deficit with China was indeed on the rise. Yet, it should be noted 
that this trade deficit had been increasing from 1986. The growth rates of Sino-US 
trade deficit in late 80s (period I) were actually higher than the ones in 90s (period II) 
(see Figure 5). Thus, the absolute value of Sino-US trade deficit may not be sufficient 
to account for the US's increased concerns over the trade deficit after 1993. 
The overall trade balance of the US may shed some light to the above problem. 
As seen in figure 6, the US BOP was improving through the late 80s to 1991. This 
period with improving BOP coincided with the period I in which the US did not 
express concerns on trade deficit with China. In figure 6, it is also found that the BOP 
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deficit of the US experienced great increase in 1998 and 1999 (which is in period II). 
Again, this coincides with the US comment that trade deficit with China was political 
unattainable. Thus, it is reasonable to argue that the overall BOP of the US also 
affected the US's attitude towards China's accession. 
In addition, China's share in the US's overall BOP deficit might affect the US's 
attitude on China's accession. Figure 7 plotted the share of China and Japan in the US 
BOP deficit. In the figure, it is found that China constituted less than 20% of the US 
BOP deficit from 1986 to 1991, which coincides with the period I during which the 
US did not express concerns on trade balance with China. After 1992, the difference 
between the share of China and Japan in the US BOP deficit decreased. The 
decreased difference showed that rising role of China in the US trade deficit problem. 
This rising role also coincides with the US's rising concerns in trade deficit with 
China in period II. Thus, it is also reasonable to argue that China's share in the US 
BOP deficit affected the US's attitude on China's accession. 
Although US' BOP situation affected the US's attitude on China's accession, the 
US's push for China's accession might not necessarily aim to improve the US trade 
balance. From the report Assessment of the Economic Effects on the United States of 
China's Accession to the WTO conducted by the US International Trade Commission, 
it is found that China's April 1999 tariff offer will increase US's trade deficit with 
China. This study by the US International Trade Commission is summarized in Table 
8. The static effects shows the effect of China's 1999 April offer after a year with 
1998 as the base year. The growth effects in column three includes productivity 
growth and capital accumulation associated with China's trade liberalization. As seen 
from Table 8, the US trade deficit was predicted to experience substantial increase 
both with and without taking growth effects into account. The increase in trade deficit 
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with growth effect taken into account will be US$586 million. This study showed that 
the US push for more concession from China could not improve its bilateral trade 
balance with China. Thus, we may conclude that the reason for the US to link 
bilateral trade balance to China's accession was not to reduce its trade deficit with 
China. 
Although the US cannot improve its trade balance with China from China's offer, 
it can improve its overall trade balance. From Table 8, we can see that China's April 
1999 offer will result in an improvement of trade balance of the US with many other 
countries aside from China. In particular, the US's trade balance with its major 
trading partners such as Japan, Canada and Mexico will improve with China's offer. 
Therefore, improving the US's overall deficit was more likely to be the aim for the 
US's push for China's concession. 
Because China's concession does not result in an improvement of the US's trade 
balance with China, hypothesis 3 can be rejected. This worsening of the US's trade 
balance with China is due to China's export expansion through trade liberalization. 
Although a reduction of China's trade barrier can increase the US's export to China, 
China's export to the US will increase due to increased allocation efficiency brought 
by economic liberalization. Therefore, it is not logical for the US to expect an 
improvement of trade balance with China from China's concession. 
If we assume the US also knew that concession from China might deprive its 
trade balance with China, the absolute value of trade deficit with China could not be 
the root of problem in the bilateral negotiation for China's accession. In fact, the root 
of the problem might lie with the US Congress pressure on the US administration 
because of the poor US economic performance. During the period with improving the 
US overall balance of payment, the pressure from Congress and public on 
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international trade issues tended to be small. Thus, even when the US's trade deficit 
with China showed a substantial growth, there existed no great need for the US to 
push for China's concession. On the contrary, during the period with increasing the 
US overall trade deficit, Congress and public were more conscious about international 
trade issues. In particular, Congress and public will keep an eye on trading partners 
which the US had huge trade deficit with, and push the US administration to fight for 
trading advantages from these trading partners. Therefore，after 1992 when the US's 
BOP was worsening and China's share in the US's trade deficit was increasing, the 
US stood tough for more concessions from China. 
Evidence of the above argument that the root of problem comes from public and 
congress opinion could be found by scrutinizing news. For example, in April 1997, 
The Communications Workers of America recommended opposition to China's WTO 
accession due to the existence of trade deficit; in July 1999, there are voices from the 
US congress to vote against China's WTO accession due to ballooning trade deficit 
with China. It should be noted that such kinds of news representing public opinion 
linking trade deficit to China's accession were only found in period II, when the share 
of China in US's overall BOP deficit was increasing and the overall US BOP deficit 
was on the rise, too. 
The hypothesis that country's overall trade balance and China's share in the 
country's trade deficit affected China's accession can also be applied to other WTO 
member countries. Figure 8 and figure 9 showed the overall current account balance 
of the EU and the EU's trade balance with China. In figure 8, it can be seen that there 
were two periods with worsening the EU trade balance — 1988�1991 and 1997-1998. 
Because the EU had current account surplus with China before 1996 (Figure 9), the 
EU current account deficit did not affect the EU's attitude on China's accession. On 
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the contrary, after 1997, the EU current account started to decline and the EU began 
to run trade deficit with China. In fact, the rise of the EU trade deficit with China 
came during a time when many Asian countries decreased their exports to the EU due 
to Asian financial crisis. Because the decrease of other Asian countries' export to the 
EU, China's share was important in the EU's decreasing overall trade balance. This 
EU trade balance situation coincided with the EU relative tough attitude towards 
China's accession in 1998 and 1999. As described in historical development section, 
the EU raised its demand on China about market access due to increasing trade deficit 
with China in 1998. 
Figure 9 also showed BOP of Japan with China. Japan experienced BOP deficit 
with China in 1990, 1996�1998. Yet, because Japan's overall trade balance was 
improving during these years (Quarterly Bulletin May 2000, Bank of Japan), Japan's 
trade balance with China did not cause trouble to China's accession. In fact, I found 
no news linking Japan's trade deficit with China and China's accession by searching 
for keywords "China and WTO “ and "trade deficit". 
Hypothesis 4: Distributive conflicts of benefits and costs 
associated with China ,s economic reform hampered its 
accession into the WTO. 
Background and explanations: 
When China carried on its trade liberalization in order to enter the WTO, the 
greater openness resulted will entail restructuring of the economy driven by the forces 
of comparative advantage. While such restructuring will incur much cost and bring 
much benefit, these benefits and costs would not be evenly distributed among different 
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sectors and regions (Wang, 2000). For example, because China is a relatively labor 
abundant country, the forces of comparative advantage will encourage labor-
intensive industry to expand under trade liberalization and capital intensive 
industries to contract. This trade liberalization will likely lead to uneven effects on 
income across different sectors (i.e. income inequality) and uneven effect on 
unemployment (i.e. higher unemployment rate in capital-intensive sector). Trade 
liberalization might also mean a contraction or loss of formerly protected inefficient 
sectors. Because this distributive conflict might result in social and economic 
instability, the need to consider the distributive conflict is believed to be one of the 
constraints that China faced in its economic reform — hence is also essential for 
China 's WTO accession. 
Distributive conflicts due to economic reform concern the Chinese government 
because the conflicts may dampen social stability through several aspects. Firstly, 
distributive conflicts could adversely affect China's economic performance. 
Distributive conflicts might lead to lobbying action over distribution of benefits and 
costs of economic reform which would divert resources form productive uses (Rodrik 
1998). In fact, several cross-country empirical studies suggested countries with high 
inequality tend to have slow economic growth. For instance, Persson and Tabellini 
(1994) and Alesina and Rodrik (1994) found that inequality variables had negative 
effects on growth. In addition, an estimation by China Science Institute (中國禾隐 
showed that the high unemployment rate contributes directly to 2% to 4.5% of 
China，s GDP loss in 1997 (China Science Institute, 1998). Because China ’s WTO 
accession is meant to improve economic performance, it is reasonable for China to 
take into account the distributive conflict situation and the effects of concessions on 
distributive conflicts. 
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Secondly, for social stability, there exists evidence showing unemployment is one 
of the causes for social instability in China. China Science Institute (1998) claimed 
that the increase in the unemployed population has led to multiplication of criminal 
cases. In 1980s, statistics showed that the number of criminal cases was high in time 
with high unemployment rate. In 1981 when unemployment reached its peak, there . 
were about 890,000 criminal cases. When the number of unemployed lowered in 1984, 
there were only 514,000 criminal cases. In 1988，the rising unemployment was 
associated with an increase number of criminal cases up to 826,000 (China Science 
Institute, 1998). 
In addition, the sharp rise in the number of laid-off worker has led to a sharp 
rise in the labor dispute cases (China Science Institute, 1998). The study quoted 
statistics showing the increasing number of labor dispute cases from 8,150 by 1992 to 
47,951 by 1996 and topped 71,000 by 1997. China Science Institute also claimed that 
the workers had gradually become discontented with the government. This public 
discontent over growing unemployment and inequality carried particularly important 
role in China because China has been a socialist country whose claim of legitimacy 
has long been based upon egalitarian principles (Wang, 2000). 
Hypothesis Credibility 4: 
To analyze importance of distributive conflicts, one would want to compare the 
exact items demanded by contracting parties and the number of items rejected by 
China first. Given these information, we could study whether the rejected items tend 
to cause more serious distributive conflicts. This approach is not feasible because the 
exact demand items were not publicized. Therefore, I turned to an alternative method. 
I will account for the distributive conflicts in terms of historical development of 
income inequality, unemployment, and deficits incurred by state owned enterprises 
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(SOEs). Then, I will scrutinize news to check whether China's pace of concession 
was checked by its concern over distributive conflicts in times with intensifying 
distributive conflicts. 
The use of news to test the hypothesis is advantageous for two reasons. First, 
increasing distributive conflicts checked the pace of concession offering whenever 
China intended to offer concession. However, decreasing distributive conflict did not 
serve as an incentive for China to "rush" for its accession. Thus, distributive conflict 
affected China's accession only during periods when China was rushing for accession 
due to other reasons. Therefore, comparing the amount of concessions and the 
historical development of distributive conflicts situation in all periods directly would 
be misleading. Instead, we should check to what extent China concerned the 
distributive conflicts when it planned to offer concession. Hence, the scrutiny of news 
carries significant value in investigating this hypothesis. 
The second reason comes form the deficiency of backward looking analyzing 
method. To illustrate this point, let's assume that Chinese government knew well that 
concessions offering would intensify distributive conflicts. Thus, whenever China 
planned to offer concessions, its concession pace had already been checked by its 
concerns over distributive conflicts problem before the problem appeared. If China 
could successfully avoided distributive conflicts, comparing the amount of 
concession with the distributive conflicts situation would be meaningless. Therefore, 
scrutiny of news is essential to reveal China's concern over distributive conflicts. 
However, because the news database I used is English electronic database, the news 
included would not be as rich as China local newspapers. Nevertheless, due to 
resources and time constraint, electronic English database is the best alternative 
available. 
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Before starting to analyze the hypothesis, I must mention that the unemployment 
rate I utilized below may be deficient. Indeed, many scholars have argued that 
because the laidoff numbers are not included systematically in China's 
unemployment figure, China's unemployment figures fail to reveal the real 
unemployment situation. However, I believe the unemployment rate can still serve as 
an indicator illustrating the relative changes of distributive conflicts, because the 
changes, instead of levels, would be the core issue we concern in the hypothesis. 
Moreover，because news scrutiny is employed complementarily to analyze the role of 
distributive conflicts, it is believed that the role of distributive conflicts in China's 
WTO accession could be revealed in a reasonable extent. 
Historical development of distributive conflicts.. Both regional inequality and 
rural-urban inequality intensified with China's economic reform. Figure 10 shows the 
regional GDP from 1980 to 1998. The figure showed that regional GDP difference 
started to intensify around 1993. This GDP difference among provinces continued to 
intensify through 1990s. In Figure 11, it is seen that the regional GDP ratio between 
the region with highest GDP over lowest GDP was decreasing from 5.28 in 1988 to 
4.52 in 1990. But this situation reversed in 1990s. After 1992, the ratio climbed 
higher than the ratios in the whole 1980s and attained 6.38 by 1998. The sharp rise of 
regional GDP ratio marked the seriousness of distributive conflicts. Figure 12 showed 
the urban-rural difference in household income of several provinces (the provinces 
are with highest or lowest average urban-rural household difference in respective 
regions), it is found that there was remarkable growth in household income difference 
from 1993 to 1995 for most provinces. The growth of urban-rural income difference 
from 1993-1995 ranges from 200% for Beijing to 50% for Jilin. Study by Wang 
(2000) also suggested that the per capita income difference in rural and urban China 
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started to intensified around 1993. 
The above numbers suggested that problem of distributive conflicts intensified 
after 1993. The hypothesis suggests that Chinese government should had been more 
cautious about distributive conflicts when making concessions after 1993. 
Figure 13 shows the regional unemployment rate of China. From the figure, it is 
seen that unemployment rates for most regions from 1989 to 1993 did not 
experienced much growth. The change in regional unemployment rates ranged 
from -0.89% to -0.02% in this period. From 1993 to 1996, unemployment in all 
regions increased drastically, with an increase of regional unemployment rates 
ranging from 0.99% to 1.26%. This increase persisted until 1998 when the 
unemployment rate of all regions decreased. Moreover, Figure 14 shows that the 
regional difference of unemployment rate had a decreasing trend before 1993. The 
range of regional unemployment rates decreased from 1.37% in 1989 to 0.82% in 
1993. This range started to increase in 1993 until 1995, when the range hit 1.75%. 
After 1995, the range began to narrow down. These data suggest that distributive 
conflicts should be under spotlight in China's WTO accession policy from 1993 to 
1995. 
Figures 15 and 16 tell a similar story as Figures 13 and 14. Figure 15 showed the 
number of laidoff workers in enterprises by ownership (data before 1994 were not 
available). Out of the three types of ownership, the state-owned enterprises are 
believed to encounter the greatest adverse effect of economic reform. It is because 
SOEs' competence was hindered by its social obligation to absorb urban labor force -
which was a product of the previous planned economy in China. This social 
obligation had resulted in serious problem of surplus labor within SOEs (Institute of 
Developing Economies, 2000). Besides, as SOEs were used to be a protective sector 
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in China, economic reform would probably exert greater adverse impact on SOEs 
than other enterprises which were given less protection. In addition, because there 
was a lack of transparency in China's political system, China's WTO negotiation 
position was often dominated by a few interest groups, particularly the bureaucracy, 
state-monopolized marketing agencies and SOEs (Yang 1999). It should also be noted 
that the distributive conflicts faced by SOEs affected not only the SOEs themselves, 
but also China's banking sector. Studies by Institutes of Developing Economies (2000) 
argued that the deterioration of loans held by state-owned commercial banks was 
brought about by the deterioration of the SOEs' performance. Table 9 summarizes the 
breakdown of loans and non-performing loans by type of borrowers in the Zhejiang 
Province Branch of the ICBC by the end of 1997. From the table, it is seen that in 
Zhejiang province where non-state-owned firms were concentrated, the proportion of 
SOEs as sources of generation of non-performing loans is as high as 59.5%. Because 
banking sector was one of accession negotiation focus after 1995, the distributive 
conflicts faced by SOEs would probably made China more cautious in its offer. 
Figure 15 shows the number of laidoff for different types of enterprises. From 
the figure, it can be seen that there was a sharp rise of SOEs laidoff workers than 
other enterprises. While SOEs' laidoff workers increased from 561,605 in 1994 to 
5,947,907 in 1998. The laidoff workers for other ownership enterprises increased only 
from 27,737 to 307,121. This trend can be better illustrated in Figure 16 derived from 
the data in Figure 15. Figure 16 showed the ratio of SOEs' laidoff over other 
ownership enterprises laidoff. From 1994 to 1996, the ratio experienced sharp rise 
from 20.25 to 30.24. Thus, the laidoff number of SOEs also suggested that the 
distributive conflict problem was serious between 1994 and 1997. Figure 17 showed 
the size of deficits incurred by SOEs in China. It is found that the deficit of all SOEs 
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increased from 41,710 million yuan in 1986 to 74,960 million yuan in 1989. Then, 
this deficit decreased from 1989 to 47,940 million yuan in 1993. After 1993, the 
deficit increased with higher growth rate than in 1986�1989，with the size of deficit 
hit 142,090 million yuan in 1997. From Figures 16 to 17, it can be concluded that the 
distributive conflicts faced by SOEs were particularly serious from 1993 to 1997; and 
distributive conflict of SOEs from 1989 to 1990 might have gained certain attention. 
In short, the distributive conflicts intensified to a greater extent after 1993. 
Actually, Wang (2000) also suggested that the distribution of gains and loses of 
China's economic reform was relatively equal from 1978 to around 1992; and starting 
roughly from 1993, the uneven distribution of gains and loses started to intensified. 
After identifying the historical development of distributive conflicts in China, I 
scrutinize news to reveal China's concern on distributive conflicts in WTO accession 
from 1986 to 1999. The news I utilized are from Lexis-and-Nexis by searching key 
words "China" and “WTO or GATT". In particular, I pay extra attention of news with 
key words such as "social and economic stability, current economic situation, level of 
economic development". It is because the problem of distributive conflicts involved 
components such as unemployment and competence of formerly protected sectors (i.e. 
SOEs), which are likely related to the above key words. 
Before 1993, no news was found about china's concern over distributive 
conflicts. This news searching result matches the historical development of 
distributive conflicts in China - the distributive conflict situation was relatively 
moderate before 1993. In 1993 where the situation of distributive conflicts began to 
intensify, there exist news showing that China concerned the distributive conflicts 
associated with WTO accession (Table 10, case no.l). For example, the Chinese 
government voiced out their consideration over equality and fairness when drawing 
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up policies. In 1994, China's concern over the distributive conflicts seemed to 
increase (Table 10, no. 2 and 3). Shi Guangsheng, the vice-minister of MOFTEC 
(Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation) had claimed that China 
would not join the GATT at the expense of social and economic stability. This 
concern over economic stability carried on until 1995 with China emphasizing the 
importance of current economic development level in concession offering (Table 10, 
case no. 5). The aforesaid news matches the intensifying distributive conflicts found 
in terms of income inequality, unemployment and SOEs，deficit from 1993 to 1995. 
In particular, comments from Shi Guangsheng in 1994 stressed that "China would not 
rejoin (GATT) at the expense of its social and economic stability". As we had 
concluded in hypothesis 2 that WTO founding member status raised China's 
accession aspiration significantly, Shi Guangsheng's tough attitude to avoid serious 
distributive conflicts proved that distributive conflicts were important in China's 
concession decision for GATT accession. 
In 1996, no news was found about distributive conflicts problem although the 
problem continued. It may be due to the fact that China suspended formal negotiation 
with the WTO, and there was no need to emphasize distributive conflicts because 
China planned to offer no great concession. 
During late 1996 to 1997, distributive conflicts in terms of unemployment and 
SOEs' deficit showed no sign of alleviation. Nevertheless, China increased its 
concession amount in 1997. The increase seemed to contradict with China's 
distributive conflict situation. Yet, it should be noted that China had expressed its 
concern for its social and economic situation (Table 10, case no. 6). This concern 
showed that distributive conflicts also acted as restraints in China's concession offer. 
In addition, concession being offered in 1997 was associated with other remedies to 
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alleviate distributive conflicts. For example, in order to enhance SOEs' competence, 
China shifted the emphasis of its SOEs policy to the improvement of business results, 
and SOEs set out to reduce their workforces to improve their business positions in 
1997. At the same time, in order to minimize social unrest arising from the dismissals 
and unemployment, China launched re-employment project in 1997. These remedy 
actions helped back up both China's concession in 1997 and the comprehensive 
concessions in 1998 and 1999 (when China rushed for Seattle round of negotiations). 
Therefore, it is reasonable to argue that distributive conflicts was an important factor 
affecting China's WTO accession 
In 1998 and 1999，no news were found about the distributive conflicts related to 
WTO accession. Actually, the remedy actions took in 1997 showed their effect in 
1998. The distributive conflicts in terms of income inequality, unemployment, and 
SOEs all got alleviated in 1998. Therefore, the news scrutiny result and the 
distributive conflict situation match the increased concession amount in that year. 
Evidence that China's concession was checked by distribution conflicts can also 
be found within agricultural sector. As mentioned before, China's trade liberalization 
would entail economic restructure according to the force of comparative advantage, 
China's agricultural sector would also be affected by this economic restructure. 
Towards this point, Huang and Rozelle (2001) found that export figures 
disaggregating by crops indicates an export trend toward agricultural products in 
which China has comparative advantage. China has comparative advantage in labor-
intensive goods because China is relatively labor-abundant rather than land-abundant. 
Indeed, China's export statistics shows that from 1985 to 1997 the net export of land-
intensive bulk commodities, such as grains and oilseeds, have fallen, while exports of 
labor-intensive agricultural products, such as horticultural and animal products, have 
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risen. The proportion of grain exports, which was only around 20% of total 
agricultural exports in the 1990s, is about half of what it was in early 1980s; by 1997 
horticultural products and animal and aquatic products accounted for around 80% of 
agricultural exports (Huang and Rozelle, 2001). The above findings confirm that 
China's agriculture sector was undergoing a restructure with China's trade 
liberalization. 
A simulation conducted by Huang and Rozelle (2001) also suggested that price 
decline of agriculture products in free trade scenario are more serious for land-
intensive products. For example, the percentage of price decline in 2005 projected 
due to trade liberalization is about 20% for wheat while the percentage of price 
decline for labor-intensive products such as pork and beef are —14.4% and 1 
respectively. Study by lanchovichina and Martin (2001) also suggested land-intensive 
agriculture products would encounter more harm upon trade liberalization, 
lanchovichina and Martin (2001) have conducted a simulation on China's changes in 
output and employment on various product categories with and without accession into 
the WTO (table 11). The simulation result indicated that the output and employment 
for land-intensive agriculture products such as grain would decrease slightly with 
China's accession, while the output and employment of labor-intensive agriculture 
product such as meat and livestock would increase. 
Based on the above previous studies on China's agriculture sector, it is 
reasonable to argue that if hypothesis 4 (which suggests China's concession pace was 
checked by distributive conflicts) holds, the liberalization pace of land-intensive 
agricultural products should be slower than labor-intensive agriculture products. 
Actually, both Uruguay Round final binding rates and April 1999 concession 
provided by China showed that China was more cautious in liberalizing land-
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intensive agriculture products. For China's concession offer in Uruguay Round of 
negotiation, while the tariff rate for labor-intensive agriculture products such as 
poultry is 40%, the tariff for wheat was at high as 114% (lanchovichina and Martin, 
2001). In China's April 1999 concession offer, China offered to reduce the overall 
agriculture tariff to 17%. In particular, tariff of labor-intensive products such as beef, 
pork and poultry are reduced to 12%. Based on the offers in Uruguay Round and in 
April 1999, the amounts of China's tariff reduction offers within agriculture sector 
appeared to be negatively related to the degree of distributive conflict to be 
encountered. Therefore, distributive conflicts would likely be a factor checking 
China's concession pace in agriculture sector. 
Apart from different pace of liberalization within agriculture sector, the 
liberalization pace of the whole agricultural sector is also different from other sectors. 
While concrete concession terms (for example, abolishing dual currency system 
announcement in 1993, allowing foreign bank to do local currency business 
announcement in 1997) could be found in services and finance sectors, concrete 
concession terms of China's agriculture sector are not found in press until 1999. 
Therefore, it appears that China's concession over agriculture was less 
comprehensive than services sector, let alone other manufacturing sectors. Previous 
studies has shed some light on the role of distributive conflicts to this relative shallow 
concession in agriculture sector. Table 11 Which summarizes the simulation result by 
lanchovichina and Martin (2001). From the table, we see that employment of land-
intensive agriculture sector, business and finance sector would decline with China's 
WTO accession while employment of sectors with comparative advantage such as 
textiles, electronics would increase. In addition, while output of business and finance 
sector would increase with China's accession, output of land-intensive agriculture 
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sector are adversely affected by China's WTO accession. Therefore, it is reasonable 
for one to suspect distributive conflicts has caused China's different liberalization 
pace across different sectors, and China's reluctance to liberalize agricultural sector 
particularly. Unfortunately, systematic comparison of China's concession pace across 
different sectors require detailed information about China's concession. I am not able 
to discuss this topic in detail because detailed information is not accessible at the 
moment. 
From the above investigation in terms of income inequality, unemployment, 
SOE deficit, we can conclude that distributive conflicts of benefits and costs 
associated with China's economic reform have likely hampered its accession into the 
WTO. In addition, because China's accession impact on various products within 
agricultural sector also appears to be negatively related to the concession pace to the 
corresponding products, it is also reasonable to argue that distributive conflicts has 
affected China's concession pace in liberalizing agricultural sector. 
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VI. Summary and Conclusion: 
The purpose of this paper is to document the historical process of China's WTO 
accession from 1986 to 1999. In addition, this paper also investigates the significance 
of several factors (i.e. China's economic growth, forthcoming of new negotiation 
forum, Sino-US balance of payment and China's distributive problem of reform gains 
and losses) in affecting China's accession. 
By scrutinizing news in the Lexis-and-Nexis electronic news database, I 
categorized the historical process of China's WTO accession into five stages 
according to the corresponding negotiation progress, China's aspiration for accession 
and WTO contracting parties' attitude: 
1) Encouraging initial stage (1986�1989 Jim) - China's progress for GATT 
accession was smooth. Both the US and other GATT contracting parties threw 
support on China's accession. Facing this smooth progress, China did not offer great 
deal of concession. 
2) Years of Silence (1989 Jun~1992 Feb) — Student democratic movement in June 
1989 marked a big setback in China's accession. Most GATT contracting parties 
postponed negotiation and began criticizing China's non-market aspect. In this stage， 
China showed more enthusiasm to align its policy with GATT requirement. 
3) Dashing for WTO founding member status (1992 Feb~1994 Dec) - China had 
provided great deal of concession to rush for founding membership of the WTO. 
Most contracting parties except the US had called for early accession of China. 
However, the US rejected China's early accession due to dispute over IPR and trade 
deficit. 
4) China changed negotiation attitude (1995-1996 Mar) - China suspended 
negotiation for WTO accession and accused WTO contracting parties of flowing 
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insatiable demand on China. Facing China's tough attitude, the EU softened its stance 
on developing country status problem in hope to resume negotiation. However, the 
US did not alleviate demand on China because of trade deficit and opposing pressures 
form the US commercial and agricultural sectors. 
5) Stage towards success (1996 Apr�1999) - China progressively increase 
concession for WTO accession. Its offer extended considerably in service and 
financial sectors because WTO contracting parties' concern shifted from tariff 
restriction to non-tariff restrictions such as distribution right, and opening of service 
and financial sectors. Sino-US trade deficit continued to be one of major obstacles 
blocking China's accession. Yet, after providing several rounds of comprehensive 
concession, China reached bilateral agreement with most WTO contracting parties 
such as Japan, Australia, Canada and the US. 
In addition to the historical development of China's WTO accession, I also 
investigate the historical development of several factors affecting the accession. 
Qualitative investigation is made on these historical developments to reveal the 
significance of these factors in affecting China's WTO accession. There are several 
reasons of not using quantitative method. First, because different sectors carried 
different difficulties to reform, quantitative measure such as percentage of tariff 
reduction is inadequate to reveal China's WTO accession aspiration. Second, 
quantitative measures failed to reveal related parties' attitude on the accession 
thoroughly which could otherwise be revealed by news scrutiny. For example, US's 
intention to link permanent MFN to China's accession did reveal US's aspiration for 
China's WTO accession. Yet, such kind of facts could not be quantified but can only 
be studied in a qualitative manner. 
The first factor being investigated is China's economic growth. I investigate 
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whether China's economic growth is negatively related to China's aspiration for 
accession. The comparison of China's economic growth development and China's 
concession amount suggested that China's economic growth showed weak correlation 
to China's aspiration for accession. The economic slow down in China was 
accompanied by service account deficit and widespread of bankruptcies in China. As 
WTO contracting parties demanded the openings on services sector in times with 
China economic slow down, it is unlikely for China to increase concession to boost 
economic growth. In addition, the aim of China's WTO accession was to solidify 
economic reform. As economic reform is a long-run process, its goal should lie on 
maintaining long-run economic growth rather then short-run. Thus, it is reasonable 
that current economic slowdown would not stimulated China to rush for accession. 
The second factor affecting China's accession is the forthcoming of new 
negotiation forums (i.e. Replacement of GATT by WTO; and the Seattle round of 
negotiation). It is found that China had significantly increased its quantity and quality 
of concession before these rounds of new negotiation forums. This fact indicated that 
the need for participating in forthcoming new negotiation forums significantly 
boosted China's aspiration for accession. The reason behind is that a new round of 
negotiations will touch on new issues which were not actively discussed before. 
Therefore, gaining WTO membership before the new negotiation forums might 
enable China to negotiate and vote for rules in favor of its interest. 
The third factor being investigated is Sino-US trade balance. I find that in 
China's WTO accession issue, the US's concern over trade balance with China might 
not only caused by the rising absolute value of the US's trade deficit with China, but 
also the US's intensifying overall trade deficit and China's increasing share in the 
US's overall trade deficit. The above conclusion revealed that the US true concerns 
P .82 
might not be the absolute value of Sino-US trade balance, but the pressure from 
Congress and the US public on the US administration. Because such pressure seemed 
strong when the US's overall trade deficit is intensifying. In particular, when China's 
constituted a major share in US's overall trade deficit with the share increased, such 
pressure to put stringent measures particularly on China is also believed to increase. 
The fourth factor being investigated is distributive conflicts. Historical 
development of income distribution, unemployment rate and SOE deficit suggests 
that the distributive conflicts intensified to a greater extent after 1993, and there were 
signs that the problem seemed to slow down in 1998. News scrutiny result indicated 
that China's concession pace was checked by the intensified distributive conflicts 
after 1993. In particular, China have emphasized the importance of economic stability 
over China's WTO accession in times with intensifying distributive conflicts (i.e. 
1993-1997). 
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Table 1: Meetings of China working group of WTO and GATT 
Phase Average Number of Date Meetings 
number of meetings 
meetings 
per year 
1 ^ 7 22 Oct, 1987 V' session of GATT China 
working group 
2 3 � 2 4 Feb, 1988 2"' session of GATT China 
working group 
2 6 � 2 8 Apr, 1988 session of GATT China 
working group 
28-30 Jun, 1988 session of GATT China 
working group 
2 7 � 2 8 Sep, 1988 session of GATT China 
working group 
28 F e b � 1 Mar, 1 9 8 9 s e s s i o n of GATT China 
working group 
18�19 Apr, 1989 T^ session of GATT China 
working group 
2 ^ 2 12�14 Dec, 1989 session of GATT China 
working group 
20 Sep, 1989 session of GATT China 
working group 
3 J ^ T o 13 Feb, 1992 session of GATT China 
working group 
21 � 2 3 Oct, 1992 session of GATT China 
working group 
9-11 Dec，1992 session of GATT China 
working group 
15�17 Mar, 1993 13'' session of GATT China 
working group 
24-28 May, 1993 W session of GATT China 
p.87 
Phase Average Number of Date Meetings 




28 Sep~l Oct, 1 9 9 3 I S ^ ' ' session of GATT China 
working group 
15�18 Mar, 1994 session of GATT China 
working group 
28 J u n � 1 Jul, 1994 session of GATT China 
working group 
28�29 Jul, 1994 session of GATT China 
working group 
20 Oct, 1994 session of GATT China 
working group 
4 0 0 — — 
5 Tm 8 22 Mar, 1996 session of WTO C h i n a ^ 
working group 
24 Feb�11 Mar, 1997 session of WTO C h i n a ^ 
working group 
21 � 2 3 May, 1997 session of WTO China 
working group 
31 J u l � 1 Aug, 1 9 9 7 5 * session of WTO China 
working group 
1 � 1 2 Dec, 1997 session of WTO China 
working group 
28 M a r � 9 Apr, 1 9 9 8 T " " session of WTO China 
working group 
24 Jul, 1998 session of WTO C h i n a ^ 
working group 
Source: Chen (1999) 
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Table 2: Progress of China，s accession into the WTO. 
Case no. Date News content (Sources) 
1 Apr, 1984 China obtained observer status in the GATT. 
(Chen 1999) 
2 Nov 6, 1984 GATT grants permission to china in attending all meetings of the 
(Chen 1999) organization. 
3 Jan 10, 1986 Chinese premier Zhao Ziyang expressed china's intention of 
resuming membership of GATT at a meeting with Arthur 
Dunkel, director general of the GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
4 Jun 18, 1986 China told the GATT it would participate in a new round of 
GATT-sponsored global talks for freer world trade. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
5 Jul 11，1986 China applied to resume its contracting party status in the GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
6 Sep 15-20, 1986 China formally participate in the multilateral trade negotiation of 
(Chen 1999) Uruguay round by attending GATT conference held in Uruguay. 
7 Nov 18-22, 1986 First round of Sino-US bilateral negotiation held in Beijing. 
(Chen 1999) 
8 Nov 26, 1986 The GATT decided at its current annual conference that the 
process of negotiations on china's request would officially start 
when the memorandum on china's economic and trade system is 
available. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
9 Feb 13，1987 China today presented a memorandum on its foreign trade to the 
GATT, clearing further procedures required for it to resume its 
status as a contracting party to the world trade forum 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
10 Feb 27-28, 1987 Second round of Sino-US bilateral negotiation held in Beijing 
(Chen 1999) 
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Case no. Date News content (Sources) 
11 Mar 4, 1987 The GATT council formed a working group (named "china 
working group" here-after) to settle problems concerning the 
resumption of Chinese membership in GATT 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
12 Apr 14, 1987 About 100 tariff experts and trade officials from central 
departments and other parts of china gathered today for a four-
day symposium, called "china and GATT". 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
13 May 14, 1987 The board of the GATT today approved terms of reference for a 
working party to consider the request of the people's republic of 
china to resume its status as a GATT contracting party. The terms 
of reference declared the party "will examine" china's foreign 
trade, "develop draft protocol setting out the respective rights and 
obligations," negotiate a schedule and deal with other 
"appropriate" matters. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
14 Jun 17,1987 A working party considering china's request to resume its status 
as a GATT contracting party started work by electing its 
chairman today. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
15 Oct 22，1987 GATT decided to proceed with a substantial examination of 
china's foreign trade system next spring. The first meeting is 
scheduled in February and a second in April. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
16 Oct 30,1987 Chinese state councilor Zhang Jingfu held talks with Arthur 
Dunkel, director general of the GATT. The two sides had an in-
depth exchange of views on the resumption of china's 
membership in GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
17 Nov, 1987 China has formally tendered questionnaire on china's foreign 
(Chen 1999) trade system. 
18 Feb 23, 1988 GATT opens talks on admission of china. 
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(U.RI.) “ 
T9 Apr 26-28, 1988 The third meeting of china working group held in Geneva for 
(Chen 1999) studying china's foreign trade system. 
^ Jun 28-30, 1988 The forth meeting of china working group held in Geneva for 
(Chen 1999) studying china's foreign trade system. China initiated invitation 
for bilateral negotiation formally. 
Y\ Sep 28, 1988 The fifth meeting of a working panel of the GATT to discuss the 
resumption of China's status as a signatory concluded. The 
meeting marked that the process of resuming china's status as a 
signatory has entered an important phase, during which an 
overall review of china's foreign trade system and regulations is 
to be carried out. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
22 Dec 10, 1988 China has joined in all the negotiations of the Uruguay round 
since 1986. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Dec 12-13, 1988 The forth round of Sino-US bilateral negotiation held in 
(Chen 1999) Washington. 
24 Feb 28�Mar 1, The sixth meeting of china working group held in Geneva, 
1989 accessing china's foreign trade system. 
(Chen 1999) 
25 Mar 3, 1989 China held the third consultation with the European community 
(EC) here today on re-establishing its status as a party to the 
GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
26 Apr 18�20, 1989 The seventh meeting of GATT china working group held in 
(Chen 1999) Geneva, finished assessment on china's foreign trade system 
27 Apr 20, 1989 Formal negotiations on china joining the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade will begin in July, GATT officials 
(U.RL) 
^ May 24�28, 1989 The fifth round of Sino-US bilateral negotiation held in Beijing. 
(Chen 1999) 
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Case no. Date News content (Sources) 
29 Jun 4, 1989 Tiananmen incident 
30 Jun 22, 1989 The ambassador to GATT of one leading western country said a 
special working party dealing with china's application had just 
begun discussions but could now be expected to "put everything 
on ice" 
(U.RL) 
31 Jul 4, 1989 In a report from Geneva, the paper quoted GATT sources as 
saying that the deliberations, which were scheduled for July 
11 � 1 3 , have been postponed indefinitely. 
(Central News Agency) 
32 Jul 12, 1989 China agreed to the GATT postponing further talks on its 
membership in the world body. Today's "china daily" quoted the 
spokesman of the ministry of foreign economic relations and 
trade as saying the postponement "is simply a matter of working 
procedure" of GATT "to give more time for the delegations of 
the contracting parties to consider the issues to be discussed at 
the meeting." 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
33 Sep 14, 1989 "the eighth meeting of the working group on the restoration of 
china's position as a signatory of the GATT will be held from 
December 12 to 14. "spokesman for GATT said 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
34 Dec 13, 1989 A working group (the eighth round) of the GATT ended a two-
day session after discussing china's request for full GATT 
membership, and agreed to meet again next spring. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
35 Sep 9, 1990 A Chinese delegation will go to Geneva next week hoping to 
persuade GATT to begin negotiations on the country's 
readmission to the world trade body. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
36 Sep 20, 1990 The ninth session of GATT china working group held. 
(Chen 1999) 
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� May 20, 1991 China set up a research institute to study international trade rules 
and help the country rejoin the GATT 
{Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jul 9, 1991 The forth round of sino-EU bilateral negotiation held. 
(Chen 1999) 
^ Feb 5, 1992 China is sending a high-level delegation to Geneva this month to 
attend the 10th session of the working party on china of the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT). 
A report will be submitted to the two-day meeting which will 
open on February 13, the new conditions to the report which was 
submitted to GATT last October, will include china's obligation 
to ensuring transparency in foreign trade policies, its 
commitment to market access, substantial tariff reductions and its 
plan to eliminate more products from the country's import license 
coverage. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Feb 13,1992 After a break of 17 months, talks resumed today between china 
and the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) on 
Beijing's bid to rejoin the world trade body 
The latest discussions centered on china's written replies to 
questions posed by leading industrialized countries at the last 
working group meeting in Sept. 1990 
GATT and working group sources said the united states and 
several EC member countries also remained concerned about 
"peripheral issues such as the human rights situation 
(Inter Press Service) 
Feb 14，1992 The 10th session of the working party on china of the general 
agreement on tariff and trade (GATT) ended today with 
substantial progress on china's resumption of signatory status in 
GATT. The session welcomed china's efforts and achievements 
made in its reform and opening to the outside world. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
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^ Jan 14, 1993 The minbao daily reported Wednesday that the GATT has 
recently asked mainland china to abolish investment 
encouragement incentives for its "special economic zones" and 
"developing zones." 
(Central News Agency) 
^ Jan 26, 1993 The English-language Japan times quoted a Japanese government 
official as saying that the uncertain future of Uruguay round talks 
and Washington's relations with Peking may even keep mainland 
china from gaining its membership by the end of this year. 
(Central News Agency) 
^ Feb 4, 1993 The united sates and the European community (EC) are seeking 
approval for setting safeguard measures particularly targeted at 
china as a condition to allowing the country in the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT)，Japanese government 
sources said 
The US and EC want to prepare for possible import dumping by 
china in their markets, the sources said, adding that GATT 
officials will soon take up the issue at a working-level session. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ Feb 13,1993 The Japanese government has decided to begin negotiations with 
china on tariff and non-tariff concessions. The decision was 
announced here by the Japanese side two days ago, when a 
Japanese government delegation held consultations with Chinese 
officials on issues related to resumption of china's membership in 
the GATT 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Feb 16, 1993 Japanese and Chinese patent experts will meet in Japan in march 
for talks on patent law reforms in the two countries. Delegates of 
the all-china patent agents association will visit Japan for five 
days from march 17 at the invitation of the patents attorneys 
association of Japan. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
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^ Feb 27, 1993 An US Trade negotiation delegation is scheduled to arrive in 
Beijing tomorrow for consultations with Chinese officials on the 
resumption of china's membership in the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT). The talks mark a formal restoration of 
bilateral consultations between china and the united states on the 
GATT question after a three-year suspension and are expected to 
make positive contribution to the process of china's re-entry into 
GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Feb 28, 1993 In another attempt to win the votes of crucial western European 
GATT members before the crucial march 15 talks, Chinese trade 
officials said they will be sending another buying delegation to 
western Europe later this year, the china daily reported today. 
(U.RL) 
^ Mar 15,1993 Member countries of the general agreement on tariffs and trade 
(GATT) began debating today on china's application to rejoin the 
international trade body. 
(Inter Press Service) 
A working group of the general agreement on tariffs and trade 
(GATT) opened its 13th meeting here today, focusing on six 
main questions over the readmission of china. They deal with 
agricultural and pricing policies, distribution of foreign 
exchange, unified implementation of the trade system, foreign 
trade management of enterprises, and standards for commodities' 
inspection. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Mar 16, 1993 The united states and the European community (EC) are 
cautiously considering the return of china to a world trade forum, 
nervous of Beijing's massive medium term commercial 
advantages in cheap staff and production costs. The two "fear 
that if china's current rate of economic growth is consolidated, in 
L 
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“ opening its economy to the outside world, it could produce and 
export products of many kinds much more cheaply than current 
market prices," said an Asian diplomat here. The u.s. And EC 
asked china to detail its trade policy and commercial law status 
before its re-entry to the general agreement on tariffs and trade 
(GATT), but Asian and Latin American delegates, say the request 
was an excuse to postpone debate. 
(Inter Press Service) 
Mar 17, 1993 The talks on resumption of china's status as a contracting party to 
the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) progressed 
continuously. During the 13th session of the GATT working 
party on china, which closed today, the GATT parties have 
learned more on china's trade regime as the Chinese delegation 
answered various questions. The questions concerned 
agricultural development policy, price reform, foreign exchange 
allocation, uniform application of the trade regime, commodity 
inspection and enterprise autonomy and the right to engage in 
foreign trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Apr 17，1993 China will send a high-level mission led by Wu Yi, new minister 
of foreign trade and economic cooperation (moftec), later this 
month to attend the 12th session of the china-EC joint committee 
on trade and economic cooperation in Brussels. 
.The impending meeting is also expected to discuss china's bid 
to resume its status as a contracting member of the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT), 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ May 24，1993 A special group (GATT china working group) of the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) Monday resumed its 
discussion on the restitution of china's status as a GATT member. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
M May 26,1993 Geneva, may 26 (afp) - talks on allowing china back into the 
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~ general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) are expected to 
last all week, a GATT spokesman said late Tuesday. 
China must answer several questions on its trade policy during 
the working session, which opened Monday. 
(Agence France Fresse ) 
^ May 28, 1993 China and Taiwan should ban the use of child labour before 
being admitted to the GATT, members of the European 
parliament voted Friday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
The 14th session of the working party on china of the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) closed here today after 
five days of discussions. During the session, some GATT 
contracting parties including Canada, Australia and Switzerland 
expressed their desire to hold bilateral talks with china on tariff 
reduction. Questions were asked and suggestions proposed by 
some participants on china's agricultural policy, price reform, 
foreign exchange administration, trade management rights of 
enterprises and the draft foreign trade law. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jul 13, 1993 Chinese premier Li Peng has called for efforts to create china's 
own famous-brand products in a bid to raise its competitiveness 
in the world market. In an article carried in the latest issue of 
'china top brands' magazine, Li said that quality is the main 
factor determining whether a product wins or loses in the world 
market 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Aug 3, 1993 Japan and china opened talks in Tokyo today to prepare for 
Beijing's membership of the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade (GATT), government officials said. 
China is required to complete bilateral arrangements on tariffs 
with two nations or more to qualify for the membership, they 
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said. 
Japan will be the second nation with which china will negotiate a 
bilateral agreement, following Canada 
(Kyodo News Service) 
58 Sep 28, 1993 China said today that it is ready to sign the final act of the 
Uruguay round and hopes the negotiation on china's membership 
in the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) would 
conclude at the earliest. The statement was made by Gu 
Yongjiang, Chinese vice minister for foreign trade and economic 
cooperation, at the 15th session of the working party on the 
resumption of china's status in GATT, which opened in Geneva 
today. 
China is prepared to submit very soon its schedules of 
concessions in the agricultural and non-agricultural goods in 
order to push forward the Uruguay round, which china is 
attending. The offer in the agricultural goods will include 800 
tariff lines, and the offer in the non-agricultural goods will cover 
4,583 tariff lines； the vice minister noted. 'China will conduct 
negotiations on tariff concessions regarding the above-mentioned 
tariff lines, which will be included into china's schedule of 
concessions upon agreement,' he added 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
59 Oct 1，1993 The working party on the resumption of china's contracting status 
in the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) concluded 
its 15th session in Geneva today. At the opening of the four-day 
meeting, representatives from the u.s., the European community 
(EC) and Japan expressed their support for the resumption of 
china's status in the GATT. The EC representative also stressed 
that all the EC member nations support the resumption 
U.S., EC, Japan and others have asked china to make more 
concessions in eliminating the non-tariff trade barriers. The 
future negotiations will be hard as the issue is the crucial parts of 
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the whole talks on china's status. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
60 Oct 22, 1993 The minister met new Zealand governor-general Catherine 
Tizzard and third-ranking cabinet minister bill birch and called 
on Wellington mayor Fran Wilde. An example of the immediate 
results of her visit is that nz has decided to send a large 
delegation before the end of this year to study china's investment 
environment and related policies. The decision was made after 
the conclusion of the 16th meeting of the china/nz trade and 
economic commission this morning 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
61 Oct 25, 1993 Deputy US Trade representative Charlene Barshefsky ended two 
days of talks with her Chinese counterparts on Monday, 
continuing a string of high-level visits by u.s. Officials. 
The US and china signed a memorandum of understanding on 
market access a year ago in which china agreed to significantly 
lower tariffs on a range of items by December 31, 1993. 
If china fails to implement the reductions, the US Will take 
decisive measures, which could include provisions listed in 
section 301 of the US. Trade act of 1974，other legislative action 
or measures blocking china's accession to the general agreement 
on tariffs and trade (GATT)，Barshefsky indicated. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
62 Mar 15, 1994 The working party on china of the general agreement on tariffs 
and trade (GATT) began its 16th meeting here today to continue 
deliberation on resuming china's signatory status of the GATT 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
63 Mar 18, 1994 A majority of the countries of the general agreement on tariffs 
and trade (GATT) favor an early resumption of china's GATT 
membership and make it a founding member of a world trade 
organization to be set up early next year. At the four-day 16th 
meeting of GATT's working party on china ending today in 
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Geneva, most representatives hoped for an early conclusion of 
the deliberation on the issue. 
China will submit to the GATT secretariat in the near future 
systematic reports on its management of import and export, 
foreign exchange, price and tariff and non-tariff measures to 
show a full and clear picture of china's economic and trade 
structures. The meeting did not decide when the working party 
would meet again. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jun 28, 1994 The GATT meeting, which lasts through the end of the week, 
will focus on a document issued by its chairman, Pieire-louis 
Gerard of Switzerland, which puts together requests from other 
countries on trade measures china should take. 
Most of these are highly technical and concern customs duties, 
non-tariff import barriers, equal treatment for foreign companies 
on the Chinese market and more protection against Chinese 
piracy of copyright and patents. 
(Associated Press) 
^ Jun 28, 1994 China working group of the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade (GATT) is scheduled to open a four-day (Jun 29~jul 1) 
meeting (the meeting) Tuesday to examine membership of 
china, GATT officials said. 
There is growing speculation that during the meeting, Japan, the 
united states and the European union will discuss a plan for 
Beijing to cut tariffs. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ Jul 29�30, 1994 The 18出 session of the GATT china working group held. 
(Xia, 1999) 
^ Dec 21, 1994 Negotiations at the 19th session of the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT) working party on china ended Tuesday 
in Geneva without a consensus, thus making it impossible to 
meet china's self-imposed deadline for entry on Jan. 1, the day 
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when GATT becomes the WTO. ^ 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ Feb 28, 1995 China refused to initiate direct negotiations on its entry into the 
world trade organization on Tuesday, despite signals from the 
united states that its bid has been bolstered by the copyright 
accord. "China will not ask for negotiations on the issue (of the 
WTO) itself," said Gu Yongjiang, vice-minister of foreign trade 
and economic cooperation. "It will not accept demands to treat 
china as a developed country, 
(U.P.L) 
^ Jul 11, 1995 China, which is seeking full member status in the world trade 
organisation, was on Tuesday granted observer status in the 
recently-created multilateral body, WTO officials said. 
(Agenee France Presse) 
Jul 24,1995 Negotiations on admitting China to the world trade organisation 
(WTO) resumed here on Monday and were likely to last all week 
at least, a WTO spokesman said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
T\ Jul 28, 1995 China and other major trading powers wrapped up a second 
round of negotiations Friday on Beijing's membership in the 
world trade organization but no final decision was reached. Four 
days of talks concluded with positions that "still remain wide 
apart on certain issues," said Pierre-louis Girard, chairman of the 
china working party. 
A particular sticking point in the negotiations is the issue of 
safeguards, Girard said. Safeguards are the ability to limit a surge 
in a country's imports by blocking their entry. China says 
safeguards could be used to discriminate against its export goods, 
but other trading countries say that because china is so vast, its 
goods have the potential to swamp markets. 
(Associated Press) 
72 Mar 22, 1996 During the latest talks here the Chinese provided details of a 
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“ basket of measures to reduce tariffs which the Chinese 
government had announced at the end of last year. 
Several other countries criticized this package because it 
excluded 34 items of grain and vegetable oils. These products 
would be subjected to quotas. Big amounts would continue to be 
affected by high tariffs. 
Agriculture is a very sensitive sector for china. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Oct 30, 1996 Second WTO china working group held. 
(Xia, 1999) 
^ Nov 1, 1996 Negotiations on Chinese membership in the world trade 
organization (WTO) will resume next February, diplomats said 
on Friday in Geneva - WTO headquarters, 
"since last march, china has adopted a series of measures 
improving its market economic system and expanding the 
opening of its market". Long Yongtu said. He added that china 
had cut tariffs on almost 5,000 products, done away with non-
tariff barriers on more than 100 products, and unified the foreign 
currency market to ensure national treatment. 
(Agence France Presse) 
75 Feb 24, 1997 Chinese negotiators will hold formal talks on the country's bid to 
join the world trade organization in Geneva on march 6，trade 
official said here Monday. 
There will be a one-day meeting of the working party on china's 
accession to the WTO and separate private bilateral talks, the 
officials said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
J e Feb 28, 1997 A multilateral working group is expected to begin drafting a 
protocol for china's accession to the world trade organization 
(WTO) when it convenes in Geneva next week, an u.s. 
Congressional source said Thursday. 
With persistent objections among US Lawmakers, however, a 
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“ final protocol is unlikely to emerge until a meeting takes place 
between Chinese president Jiang Zemin and US President bill 
Clinton, the source said. 
The drafting process for china's accession to the Geneva-based 
world trade body has been suspended for some two years 
because of copyrights and other trade disputes. 
•Probably the most difficult thing they're having with this 
protocol thing is determining the phasing in of the various issues 
that are run by the WTO,' the source said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
f j Mar 3, 1997 China and the WTO's key members are set to start three days of 
meetings as of march 4 to discuss ways of removing a long list of 
obstacles which still stand in the way of Beijing's WTO 
membership. 
E.U. Trade officials say there are signs that the talks could result 
in progress on a range of key issues, including reductions in 
tariffs, the elimination of quotas and the phasing out of subsidies. 
For instance, the EU. And the US wants china to abolish the rule 
under which only state-trading monopolies have the right to 
import and export goods. 
Beijing is being asked to eliminate all trade barriers such as 
quotas and licenses for imports and to end the monopoly rights 
for trade in basic commodities and petroleum granted to state 
companies. 
China's treatment of joint ventures is also under study. Western 
nations want a change in current rules under which foreigners 
may only invest in china with Chinese partners and may only 
hold minority stakes. WTO members are also unhappy with the 
Chinese regulations which forbid foreign companies from 
distributing goods. 
The WTO wants china to improve its access to foreign suppliers 
of financial services, including banks and insurance companies. 
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— At the same time, Beijing is also being urged to open up its 
telecommunication sector to foreign competition. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
78 Mar 6’ 1997 Formal negotiations restart in Geneva today on china's 
membership of the world trade organization. Sir Leon Brittan, 
EU trade commissioner, issued the following statement: 
(Commission Of The European Communities) 
^ Mar 6, 1997 The third meeting of the working party on china's accession to 
the world trade organization (WTO) ended here today with all 
sides unanimously calling it positive, constructive and 
productive. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
May 23, 1997 The session of WTO china working group held. 
(Xia, 1999) 
^ Aug 1, 1997 The session of WTO china working group held, with china 
(Xia, 1999) announced several concessions on tariff, non-tariff trade barrier 
and subsidy on agricultural product export. 
^ Aug 6, 1997 China and new Zealand reached an agreement on the conclusion 
of the bilateral market access talks related to china's access to the 
world trade organization (WTO) here today 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Aug 26, 1997 South Korea agreed in talks with china here today on the terms 
for china's entry into the world trade organization (WTO), 
making it the first Asian country to conclude such kind of talk 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
M Oct 3, 1997 Tokyo completed a framework agreement on trade in goods with 
Beijing during talks held in the Japanese capital early September, 
placing it ahead of china's other major trade partners and 
eliminating the need for further talks on the sector. 
However, Tokyo was "disappointed" that Beijing had turned 
down a Japanese request for bilateral talks in Geneva on 
market access in services, a trade official said. 
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(Agence France Presse) 
^ Nov 26, 1997 Chinese foreign minister Qian Qichen confirmed here Tuesday 
that his government had made a new offer in negotiations to join 
the world trade organization (WTO) but would not give details. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Mar 10, 1998 We have concluded bilateral talks on market access with 10 
WTO members and are ready to wrap up such talks with most 
parties concerned," Long Yongtu, chief WTO negotiator, told a 
press conference during the on-going session of the ninth 
national people's congress 
A US delegation arrives in Beijing Tuesday (march 10) for a new 
round of bilateral talks 
Sun Zhenyu, vice-minister of foreign trade and economic co-
operation, said china could expect a recovery of new contracts 
concerning foreign direct investment this year. 
FDI contracts kept falling for several years in a row as china 
pledged to sift those speculators in real estate or other hit-and-
run businesses. 
Cancellation of preferential tariffs on imported equipment by 
foreign investors last year also resulted in a shrink of new 
contracts. 
But with the renewal of such tariffs and an increased investment 
in fixed assets, sun said he hoped more FDI contracts could pour 
in this year. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
Mar 30, 1998 Chief trade negotiator Long Yongtu will lead a high-profile 
delegation to Geneva on Saturday (march 28) to seek further 
progress in china's 12-year-long bid to enter the world trade 
organization (WTO). 
He noted china has concluded bilateral talks on market access 
with 10 WTO members and is ready to wrap up such talks with 
most parties concerned. 
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Long, also vice-minister of foreign trade and economic co-
operation, said he hoped the 7th round of talks by the working 
party on china, which lasts through April 11. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
^ Mar 30, 1998 Chinese minister of foreign trade and economic cooperation Shi 
Guangsheng said that the two countries have not reached 
agreement for china's joining the WTO although many rounds of 
negotiations have been held and china has made a great effort. 
He said china has concluded its bilateral negotiations with more 
than half of the 35 countries for its WTO entry, and that he hoped 
Canada would not become one of the last to . reach agreements 
with china. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jul 8，1999 Chinese and Japanese ministers agreed Thursday on a protocol 
for Beijing's bid to join the world trade organization (WTO), a 
Japanese official said 
We want to be a formal member of the WTO as soon as 
possible," Shi was quoted by the official as telling the Japanese 
ministers 
(Agence France Presse) 
90 Jul 14, 1999 Australia has become the second countiy, after Japan, to finish 
negotiations on china's landmark entry bid to world trade 
organization, and new Zealand could be the third, sources said 
Australian foreign minister Alexander Downer on Tuesday hailed 
his country's agreement in principle on china's entry into the 
world trade organization (WTO). 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
Sep 28，1999 The united states and china returned to the bargaining table 
Monday in another bid to secure Beijing's admission to the 
world trade organization by the end of November 
China's chief WTO negotiator said Tuesday the united states 
must make concessions if the two are to reach a deal on china's 
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entry into the world trade organization (WTO). 
. Long Yongtu said the US had misunderstood what china had 
offered in WTO negotiations in April and had to accept 
"clarifications" made by china since. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Nov 2, 1999 China and Chile signed a bilateral market access agreement here 
today, a document marking the conclusion of bilateral talks on 
china's entry into the world trade organization (WTO). 
Chile is the first WTO member state from Latin America and the 
12th WTO member worldwide to officially close bilateral 
negotiations with china on its admission into the world's largest 
trade organization. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Nov 26, 1999 China cleared another hurdle in its quest for membership of the 
world trade organization (WTO) here on Friday, signing a market 
access agreement with Canada. 
At a press conference following the signature, Shi told reporters 
that china had now completed 24 bilateral agreements ~ which 
included Japan, Australia, Canada and the united states - and 
had 12 more to complete before its accession to the WTO could 
be formalized 
(Agence France Presse) 
Source: Lexis-and-Nexis, Chen (1999), Xia (1999) 
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1 Jun 4, 1 9 8 6 C a n a d a C a n a d i a n government supports china in resuming its legitimate : 
in the general agreement on tariff and trade. 
Minister of foreign economic relations and trade Zheng 
Tuobin hope that Canada will help china reduce its deficit 
in bilateral trade and provide Chinese commodities with 
an easier access to the Canadian market. Canada expresses 
willingness to reduce china's deficit and increase its direct 
investment in china. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
2 Jun 18, 1986 EEC EEC representative expressed support for resuming 
china's membership in GATT and for china's participation 
in the new round of international multilateral trade talks. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
3 Jul 16, 1986 26 Representatives from 26 countries and regions expressed 
countries welcome to china's application in their speeches. The 
Pakistani representative said that china's resumption of its 
GATT status would greatly reinforce the work of the 
organization. The Chilean representative said that china's 
re-entry will strengthen the positions of the third world in 
• the GATT. The Australian representative said that china's 
resumption of the GATT seat would be beneficial to the 
system of multilateral negotiations and the expansion of 
international trade as well. The representative of the 
European economic community said that it would be an 
important international event. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
4 Sep 16, 1986 New New Zealand prime minister David Lange expressed his 
Zealand confidence today in the future of bilateral cooperation and 
mutual support between new Zealand and china, "we 
reaffirmed new Zealand's commitment to supporting 
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china once again to take its seat in the GATT 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
5 Nov 3, 1986 Australia Australian prime minister Bob Hawke today expressed his 
country's support for china's accession to the GATT 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
6 Mar 5, 1987 Hungary, Countries like Hungary, ECC, Brazil and Romania 
ECC, showed positive attitude towards china's application. 
Brazil, (Xinhua News Agency) 
Romania 
7 Mar 1’ 1988 EC China and the European community (EC) are both "very 
satisfied" with the progress in their economic and trade 
cooperation and are prepared to push their ties to a new 
high. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
8 Aug 30’ 1988 Japan Japan's prime minister Noboru Takeshita has pledged his 
support for china's participation in the GATT. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
9 Mar 17’ 1989 EP The European parliament (EP) today expressed its support 
for the admission of china into the general agreement on 
tariff and trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
To Jul 8, 1990Bang lades Bangladesh president H.M.. Ershad reiterated 
h Bangladesh's support for china's early resumption of 
membership in the GATT when he met visiting Chinese 
vice-minister for foreign economic relations and trade 
here today 
China informed the Bangladesh president about china's 
policy of buying more fertilizer from Bangladesh in 
future, and disclosed a Chinese team would be sent here in 
the near future for purchasing jute from this country. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
11 Sep 20, 1990 Other Trade negotiators have told china that it must prove it is 
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“ countries committed to market reforms before talks can progress on 
its application to join the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade. 
Trade sources said that western delegates at a meeting 
Thursday expressed concern that Beijing was apparently 
increasing state control over the economy, contrary to 
GATT's free market principles. 
Members of a special committee reviewing the application 
for membership also criticized lack of clear information 
from china on its current trade policy, the sources said. 
(The Associated Press) 
"12 Sep 20, 1990 Other The united states and other western countries Thursday 
countries again rejected arguments by china that it was making the 
necessary economic reforms to join the general agreement 
on tariffs and trade. 
At one of its infrequent meetings, GATT working group 
officials demanded specific details of reform intentions, 
saying china has yet to prove it is moving from a state-
controlled to a market economy as required to join GATT, 
the world's free trade regulatory body. 
(U.RL) 
T^ Sep 28, 1990 Belgium President of the Belgium-china economic commission 
Henri Lederhander said here today that it was a "mistake" 
for the European community summit to decide on 
sanctions on china last June. He said this has been proven 
by the success in china's reforms and the stable situation 
in that country. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Y4 May 9, 1991 New New Zealand has worked consistently to support china's 
Zealand bid for resumed membership of the GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
"15 Aug 5, 1991 Brazil Chinese state councilor and foreign minister Qian Qichen 
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‘ held talks with visiting Brazilian minister of foreign 
affairs Francisco Rezek here this morning and brazil 
support the resumption of china's founding membership of 
the GATT 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
T^ Oct 31,1991 Argentine Argentine president Carllos Saul Menem said here today 
his government supports china's need to regain its 
signatory status to the general agreement on tariff and 
trade (GATT). 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
J j Nov 7, 1991 German Chinese premier Li Peng elaborated on china's stand on 
the restoration of its status as a signatory to the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) in a meeting with 
visiting German federal minister of economics Juergen 
Moellemann here this evening 
Visiting German federal minister of economics Juergen 
Moelleman said here today that Germany would work to 
restore china's status as a signatory to the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT). 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
T^ Nov 16, 1991 Kuwaiti The Kuwaiti Amir also voiced support to the resumption 
Amir of china's membership in the GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
T^ Nov 20, 1991 Italy Lattanzio stated that the Italian government supports an 
early restoration of china's status as a contracting party of 
the GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Dec 5, 1991 New The New Zealand government supports china's efforts to 
Zealand resume its status in the (GATT) general agreement on 
tariffs and trade. The conviction is believed to have been 
reaffirmed by new Zealand minister of trade negotiations 
Phili Burdon at a meeting with visiting Chinese minister 
p i l l 
Case no. I Date [Country Event (Sources) 
of foreign economic relations and trade Li Lanqing today 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Yl Dec 7, 1991 Australia Australia and china feel satisfied with the results of the 
talks of the fifth sino-Australian joint ministerial 
economic commission held here today. 
Blewett, Australian minister for trade and overseas 
development, reiterated Australia's support for admitting 
china as a member of the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
22 Jan 31, 1992 B r i t a i n B r i t i s h prime minister John major reiterated Britain's 
support to china's founding member status and expressed 
hope that china would continue to follow its current 
policies of reform and opening to the outside world. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Feb 20, 1992 New New Zealand prime minister Jim Bolger has called for 
Zealand stronger cooperative relations with china under the current 
international situation. 
New Zealand will continue to observe the one-china 
policy, support the earlier restoration of china's signing 
status in the general agreement on tariffs and trade 
(GATT), and welcome china's entering into the Asian-
pacific economic cooperation conference as a sovereign 
state 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Feb 24, 1992 Denmark The Danish minister also said that Denmark welcomes 
china to participate in the GATT at an early date. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Mar 13, 1992 EC European community officials were reported to have 
expressed some concern over the human rights situations 
in china. The EC is not "totally satisfied" with the 
situation was the message sent. 
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Bi-lateral trade with the twelve EC states shot up from 2.5 
billion European currency units ($2.8 billion) in 1978 to 
15.9 billion ecus ($18 billion) in 1990 - a 536 percent 
increase. 
"but this phenomenal overall growth cannot mask a swift 
change in the balance in china's favor. From a surplus of 
3.2 billion ecus in 1985, we passed to a 5.3 billion ecus 
deficit in 1990 -- a very dramatic change in just half a 
decade," commented one EC official today. 
(Inter Press Service) 
^ Apr 6, 1992 Japan Japanese prime minister Kiichi Miyazawa and Chinese 
communist party general secretary Jiang Zemin set aside 
their differences Monday to fete 20 years of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries 
Miyazawa and Jiang illustrated their friendship with an 
agreement to exchange pandas in the hope of successfully 
mating ueno zoo's 5-year-old female tong tong. 
Miyazawa also urged china to improve its human rights 
record and indicated Japan's intention to approve a 
Chinese request for a new energy loan. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
� Apr 16, 1992 Japan Japan supports china's joining the GATT earlier than 
Taiwan on condition that Beijing agrees to Taiwan's 
independent admission later 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
^ Apr 17, 1992 Japan Japan and china Friday agreed to discuss the protection of 
intellectual property to ensure equality between the two 
countries on the issue. The agreement came at a two-hour 
meeting between Japan's international trade and industry 
minister Kozo Watanabe and foreign economic relations 
and trade minister Li Lanqing. Watanabe, who arrived 
here earlier in the day for a four-day visit, urged Beijing to 
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“ give Japan the same treatment as that for the united states 
on the protection of patents and copyrights. China agreed 
with the united states last January to protect u.s. 
Proprietary rights. Li for his part asked Japan to support 
china's bid to join the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade (GATT). 
(Jiji Press Ltd) 
^ Apr 18, 1992 Japan Japan supports the restoration of china's status as a 
signatory state in the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade (GATT), Kozo Watanabe, visiting Japanese minister 
of international trade and industry, said here today. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
30 Apr 20, 1992 C a n a d a C a n a d a on Monday ruled out normalizing bilateral 
relations with china until it releases dissidents jailed for 
participating in the 1989 pro-democracy movement. 
During a meeting with his Chinese counterpart Li 
Lanqing, Wilson also made it clear Beijing would have to 
further open its markets to gain access to the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT). 
(Agence France Presse) 
Apr 20, 1992 Japan Visiting Japanese trade minister Kozo Watanabe told 
Chinese premier Li Peng on Monday that Japan would 
support china's bid to soon join the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT). 
Watanabe also promised to make further efforts to 
strengthen the bilateral relationship and technological 
cooperation in such fields as energy and environmental 
protection, according to Japanese officials accompanying 
Watanabe. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ Apr 21, 1992 new The new Zealand government hopes to see a greater role 
Zealand played by china in the Asia-pacific regional security so as 
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to maintain stability and tranquility in the region 
The minister reaffirmed new Zealand's support for the 
restoration of china's status in the GATT 
(Xinua News Agency) 
33 Apr 22, 1992 Japan International trade and industry minister Kozo Watanabe 
will propose china be admitted soon to the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) during a key 
meeting of trading powers opening Friday, ministry 
officials said Wednesday. The proposal will be put to the 
three-day quadrilateral meeting of trade officials from 
Japan, the united states，Canada and the European 
community (EC). 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
M May W, Europe China said Saturday it was ready to extend protection to 
1992 European copyrights and patents under the same terms as 
in an agreement signed with the united states in January. 
(Agence France Presse) 
35 Feb 5, 1993 Japan Japan and china will hold trade talks in Beijing next 
Friday and Saturday to exchange views on the recent state 
of their bilateral economic relationship, foreign ministry 
officials said Friday. 
The Japanese side is expected to be briefed on china's 
policies for pursuing market-oriented economy and 
joining the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) 
as well as other issues at the biennial working-level talks, 
they said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ Feb 13,1993 Japan The Japanese government has decided to begin 
negotiations with china on tariff and non-tariff 
concessions. The decision was announced here by the 
Japanese side two days ago, when a Japanese government 
delegation held consultations with Chinese officials on 
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issues related to resumption of china's membership in the 
GATT 
Chinese official sources said in order to promote the process 
china's rejoining GATT, Chinese minister of foreign econo 
relations and trade Li Lanqing sent a letter to Japanese for^ 
minister Michio Watanabe on January 8 that stated the hope 
the Japanese side will play a constructive role in talks on the issi 
A return letter from Japanese foreign minister Watanabe 
to Chinese minister Li Lanqing. The letter clearly showed 
that Japan will make positive efforts to support china's 
rejoining GATT as early as possible and formally 
announced that Japan will start its negotiations with china 
on tariff and non-tariff concessions at china's request. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
y j Feb 16,1993 Japan Japanese and Chinese patent experts will meet in Japan in 
march for talks on patent law reforms in the two countries. 
Delegates of the all-china patent agents association will 
visit Japan for five days from march 17 at the invitation of 
the patents attorneys association of Japan. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
^ May 1 ^ 0 7 Former participants in the summit meetings of the group 
1993 nations of seven (g-7) major industrialized nations ended a three-
day annual meeting in Shanghai with a statement calling 
for more aid to former soviet republics besides Russia 
The former summit participants also expressed their 
support for china's membership in the general agreement 
on tariffs and trade (GATT). 
(Kyodo News Service) 
39 May 28, E u r o p e C h i n a and Taiwan should ban the use of child labour 
1993 before being admitted to the GATT, members of the 
European parliament voted Friday. 
(Agenee France Presse) 
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^ Jul 13, 1993 Japan Japan and china will hold their first working-level talks 
early next month in Tokyo on Beijing's bid to join the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade, government 
officials said Tuesday. Japan will urge china to lower 
tariffs on such items as automobiles, consumer electronics 
and chemical products at the meeting scheduled for Aug. 
3-4. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
41 Sep 29, 1993 Brazil Brazilian minister said that china and brazil have made 
good progress in cooperation in the political, trade, and 
cultural and scientific-technological fields. Brazil was 
willing to further promote the friendly and cooperative 
relations between the two countries and support the 
resumption of china's membership in the GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
42 Oct 22, 1993 New The minister met new Zealand governor-general Catherine 
Zealand Tizzard and third-ranking cabinet minister bill birch and 
called on Wellington mayor Fran Wilde. An example of 
the immediate results of her visit is that nz has decided to 
send a large delegation before the end of this year to study 
china's investment environment and related policies. The 
decision was made after the conclusion of the 16th 
meeting of the china/nz trade and economic commission 
this morning 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
43 Nov 17, 1993 G e r m a n G e r m a n chancellor Helmut kohl said Germany was 
china's leading European trading partner and it was 
important to strengthen bilateral economic ties, adding 
that Germany supported china's bid for membership in the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT). 
(Agence France Presse) 
44 Nov 17, 1993 Australia Australian minister for foreign affairs Gareth Evans 
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reiterated Australia's support for the resumption of china's 
signatory status in GATT, for which the Chinese foreign 
minister expressed his appreciation, the Chinese officials 
said. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
45 Nov 19, 1993 Japan Chinese president Jiang Zemin meets with Japanese 
prime minister 
The Japanese prime minister said that his government is 
ready to further promote bilateral cooperation in all fields 
and supports china's resumption of membership in the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
46 Jan 6, 1994 Japan Japan's foreign minister Tsutomu Hata will back china's 
bid to join GATT but will call for further efforts to resolve 
the north Korean nuclear issue during a weekend visit to 
Beijing, officials said Thursday. 
Hata is also expected to ask china to support Tokyo's bid 
to become a member of the united nations' security 
council, in addition to the current five permanent 
members including Beijing. 
(Agence France Presse) 
47 Jan 25, 1994 Japan Japan plans to step up international lobbying to help china 
join the general agreement on tariffs and trade as early as 
possible, foreign ministry sources said Tuesday 
(Jiji Press Ltd) 
48 Feb 7, 1994 Japan Prime minister Morihiro Hosokawa will urge US. 
President Bill Clinton in upcoming talks to extend US. 
Trade privileges for china and support its early admission 
to the GATT world trade body, government sources said 
Monday. 
Hosokawa, slated to meet Clinton in Washington on 
February 11, will point out that improvement in sino-u.s. 
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Relations will contribute to Asian stability, the sources 
said. 
The foreign ministry expects Beijing to retaliate should 
Clinton refuse to renew china's most-favored-nation (mfn) 
status, which guarantees Chinese goods low-tariff access 
to the U.S. Market, the sources said. 
Clinton has said he will not extend mfn for china when it 
comes up for renewal in June, unless Beijing makes 
significant efforts to improve the country's poor human 
rights record, such as by releasing political prisoners. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
49 Feb 8，1994 Britain British foreign secretary Douglas Hurd said Tuesday 
human rights should not be linked to china's application to 
join the general agreement on tariffs and trade. 
"There are quite strong reasons for china joining the 
GATT," Hurd said while testifying before a British 
parliamentary subcommittee on foreign affairs. 
(U.RL) 
50 Feb 17, 1994 EU The European community will do all it can to wrap up 
negotiations this year to bring china and Taiwan into the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT), EC 
commissioner Leon Brittan said here Thursday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
51 Feb 23, 1994 EU EC trade commissioner Leon Brittan arrives here this 
week for a visit likely to focus on bilateral trade disputes 
and china's re-admission to GATT, sources said 
Wednesday. 
An EC source here said Brittan would express concern 
over china's surplus in bilateral trade, inadequate market 
transparency, lack of protection of property rights, as well 
as cooperation and environmental issues. 
The EC source said Brittan was likely to point out that 
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china's threat to boycott British companies because of a 
political row over Hong Kong was not compatible with its 
bid to rejoin GATT. 
"it's not exactly on the agenda, but he might give a 
warning and point out EC solidarity with Britain," he said, 
noting that the threat also ran counter to the china's 
complaints to the EC. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Feb 24, 1994 EU European union trade commissioner sir Leon Brittan is to 
discuss china's membership of GATT and its trade 
relations with the EU during a three-day visit to Beijing 
later this week, a spokesman said Thursday. 
The spokesman said Brittan would reaffirm the union's 
support for Chinese membership of the general agreement 
on tariffs and trade during the visit, from Saturday until 
Monday. 
The European union recorded an eight billion ECU (nine 
billion dollar) deficit with Beijing in 1993，compared to a 
trade surplus of 3.2 billion ecus eight years previously. In 
1992 the deficit was 9.33 billion ecus. 
Last year the union increased exports to china by 85 
percent, while Chinese exports to Europe increased by 
only 15 percent. China's major EU partners are Germany, 
Britain, France and Italy. 
(Agence France Presse) 
53 Feb 25, 1994 EU The European union should warn china that it will not be 
allowed into the GATT until the Chinese authorities stop 
exploiting prisoner and child labor, an international trade 
union said here Friday. 
The international textile, garment and leather workers 
federation called on EU trade commissioner Leon Brittan 
to make sure that china's labor practices were high on the 
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agenda of his talks next week with Chinese leaders. 
(Agence France Presse) 
54 Mar 3, 1994 Japan Japan will urge china through the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT) to cut its tariffs and open its 
markets to foreign products, government officials said 
Thursday. 
The requests will be included in a list of recommendations 
Japan will submit to a GATT working committee to help 
china join GATT at an early stage, as it hopes to, the 
officials said. The committee opens a meeting in Geneva 
on march 15. 
China, on receiving such recommendations from GATT 
member nations, is expected to submit a list of proposed 
tariff cuts to GATT by next summer. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
55 Mar 15, 1994 EU, Japan Japanese and European union officials Tuesday said they 
favored china joining world trade talks as soon as possible 
amid talks on Beijing's rejoining the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT). 
Japanese official Toshio Tsunozaki said Tokyo "supports 
the earliest possible participation of china in the GATT," 
adding that Japan was ready to submit its list of tariff 
demands to Beijing. 
European union (EU) representative Wilhelm Hauptmann 
said the EU had an "unambiguous stand" and expressed 
"strong support" for Chinese membership of GATT. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
56 Apr I, 1994 Australia Australia has reaffirmed that it always supported the 
restoration of china's status as a signatory party to the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT) 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
57 Apr 7, 1994 France Touching on issues of china's re-entry in GATT, Balladur 
-
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said that france supports china to resume its founding 
party position in GATT, and thus become a founding 
nation in the world trade organization. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
58 Jul 16, 1994 Australia Australia has offered to sponsor mainland china's bid to 
enter the general agreement on tariffs and trade in 
exchange for lower mainland import tariffs of Australian 
wool, the Australian, a Brisbane daily, said Saturday 
Mainland china proposed a tariff quota deal to Australia, 
involving a tariff of 15 percent for imports equal to 
current shipping levels, after which a higher tariff level 
would kick in. Australia, however, rejected the deal, and 
last week in Beijing, Collins made the lowered-wool-
tariffs-for-sponsorship offer to his Chinese counterparts. 
The offer includes an unspecified reduction in tariffs on 
wool and a more informal approach concerning whether 
an import quota should apply. 
(Central News Agency) 
59 Sep 16，1994 Australia Australian trade minister Bob Mcmullan urged the united 
states Friday "to show sufficient flexibility" and allow 
china's re-entrance into the world trade body 
(U.P.I.) 
60 Oct 1, 1994 Japan Japan and china remained at odds after three days of talks 
ended Friday over how steeply china must cut tariffs to 
gain Japan's backing for china's bid to join GATT, a 
source close to the negotiations said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
61 Nov 7, 1994 EU EU external trade commissioner Leon Brittan said china 
may not become a founding member of the world trade 
organisation because its market opening commitments 
remained inadequate. 
"it still remains for china to make sufficient commitments 
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across all sectors -- tariffs, non-tariff barriers, agriculture, 
and in particular service, where the offers so far made fall 
a long way short of what we hope to see," Brittan told a 
group of international business leaders. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
62 Nov 12, 1994 Japan Japan's trade minister urged china on Saturday to further 
lower import tariffs to ensure china's speedy membership 
of the general agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT), 
Japanese officials said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
63 Dec 21,1994 EU European union trade officials Wednesday urged china to 
make further trade concessions as part of its bid to 
become a member of the new world trade organisation 
(wto). 
the e.u. Was ready to resume the negotiations on china's 
accession to the world trade agency in February 1995，the 
officials added, "we have to admit that china has not made 
enough concessions in the negotiations," the spokesman 
said, adding that the e.u. Was looking for a further 
reduction in Chinese tariffs, better access to the Chinese 
market for European car exports and permission for 
European banks and insurance companies to operate in 
china. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
64 Jan 7, 1995 Japan Finance minister Masayoshi Takemura will express 
Japan's support for china's attempt to join the world trade 
organization (wto) in his forthcoming talks with Chinese 
premier Li Peng, government sources said. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
65 Jan 9, 1995 Japan Japanese finance minister Masayoshi Takemura expressed 
support for china's early entry into the world trade 
organization (wto) in a meeting with Chinese vice premier 
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Zhu Rongji on Monday, a Japanese finance ministry 
spokesman said. 
Zhu said Japan best understands china's status as a 
developing country and asked for Japan's help at 
upcoming negotiations between china and the wto to be 
held in February in Geneva, the spokesman said. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
66 Jan 20, 1995 EU Negotiations between china and the EU, which have 
been on-going for the last ten months on a wide 
range of issues related to Chinese textile exports 
to the EU, were successfully concluded on 19 January 
1995. The commission believes that this will 
substantially help to reduce trade friction between 
china and the EU. 
(Commission Of The European Communities) 
67 Feb 27, 1995 EU The European union Monday welcomed the sino-
American agreement on protecting intellectual property 
and said efforts should now focus on getting china into the 
world trade organisation. 
A spokesman for European trade commissioner sir Leon 
Brittan said the "climate of negotiations" in Geneva 
should improve EU Officials have long argued that 
Chinese entry into the wto will help ensure that Beijing 
actually implements its international trade commitments 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
68 Apr 23, 1995 EU China is shooting itself in the foot with trade restrictions, 
European commission vice president Leon Brittan said 
here Sunday, stressing that Beijing should not view their 
removal as a concession. 
The lifting of import-export restrictions "is something 
which is for the benefit of china as much as for the 
European union," Brittan told a news conference at the 
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end of a six-day china tour. 
While reiterating EU support for china's wto membership, 
Brittan stressed that "real progress" had to be made and 
urged china to accept basic obligations required by wto 
regulations. 
(Agence France Presse) 
69 Jun 15, 1995 New New Zealand supports china's aspirations to join the world 
Zealand trade organization (wto) and hopes that the entry 
negotiations will soon be completed to the satisfaction of 
all parties. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
70 Jul 6, 1995 EU Top EU trade official sir Leon Brittan met Thursday with 
his Chinese counterpart Long Yongtu in a bid to persuade 
Beijing to agree to join the world trade organisation 
during talks later this month in Geneva. 
Long warned in Paris earlier this week that china would 
not be pushed into further concessions. 
The key basic steps envisaged by the EU to bring china 
sufficiently into line with internationally agreed rules are: 
--reducing tariffs to no more than twice the oecd average 
~ opening up the market in traded services 
--liberalisation of the foreign trade monopoly (with a 
phased option) 
~ acceptance of international rules in aviation and public 
procurement 
--phasing out quotas and non-tariff barriers that breach 
wto rules 
-making china's industrial polices wto compatible 
-acceptance of appropriate provisions on subsidies, 
standards, state trading the and elimination of export 
duties 
~ definition of a trade defense mechanism for use during 
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the transition period. 
(Agence France Presse) 
71 Jan 10, 1996 Britain Visiting British foreign secretary Malcolm said "we want 
china to join the world trade organization (wto), accepting 
the obligations that membership entails, as soon as 
possible." "we will continue to work towards that goal, 
including working together with the European 
commission, which represents the European union in these 
matters," he said. He said that the EU has recognized 
china's right to developing country status without diluting 
its wto obligations, and said he hoped that china could 
show flexibility in the negotiations on membership. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
72 Feb 27, 1996 EU The European union would like to see china become a 
member of the world trade organization (wto), possibly 
joining through a "transitional approach," a senior EU 
official said Tuesday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
73 Mar 1, 1996 EU China on Friday pressed its claim to membership in the 
world trade organization (wto) after receiving assurances 
of support from leaders of the European union at the asia-
europe summit here. 
Spokesman Chen Jian said after Li met German 
chancellor Helmut kohl, French president Jacques Chirac 
and British prime minister John major that EU leaders had 
reiterated support for china's wto bid. 
(Agence France Presse) 
74 Apr 1, 1996 EU The European union's top trade official urged the 
members of the world trade organization Monday to break 
the "political logjam" over china. 
Sir Leon Brittan, the European commission's vice 
president described the debate over china's bid for 
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membership in the world trade body a "politically-driven 
minuet." 
Speaking at an investment seminar in Geneva, he 
observed that there is "no fresh thinking" to break the 
deadlock between china and those wto members who feel 
the Asian giant hasn't opened its markets sufficiently for 
membership. 
(Associated Press) 
75 Apr 21, 1996 France France and china should set aside their differences for the 
sake of lasting friendship, visiting Chinese premier Li 
Peng said here, on the third day of a trade-boosting trip 
which has met angry protest over human rights. 
Li, who was speaking before a gathering of business 
leaders，called on the two countries to "show their 
sincerity towards each other, to establish mutual trust and 
to resolve the differences to ensure franco-chinese 
relations remain stable in the long term." 
Human rights activists have vigorously protested against 
the visit of Li, whom they blame for the tiananmen square 
massacre in Beijing in 1989, and they have slammed the 
French government, arguing it has sacrificed human rights 
to trade. 
(Agence France Presse) 
76 Apr 19, 1996 Japan Japan wants to place china's entry to the world trade 
organisation (wto) high on the agenda of the quadrilateral 
group meeting here. 
(Agence France Presse) 
77 Apr 19，1996 Japan and Japan and Canada will jointly back china's joining the 
Canada world trade organization as early as possible, the trade 
ministers from the two countries agreed here Friday. The 
agreement was reached at a meeting between Shunpei 
Tsukahara, Japan's minister of international trade and 
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industry, and Canadian international trade minister Arthur 
Eggleton ahead of Friday evening's start of the trade 
ministerial talks among Japan, the united states, Canada 
and the European union. 
(Jiji Press Ltd) 
78 May 6, 1996 EU Chinese vice-premier and foreign minister Qian Qichen 
held talks in Beijing today with sir Leon Brittan, vice-
president of European union (EU) commission 
The EU is willing to promote its ties with china in the 
fields of politics, strategies, economy and cooperation, 
which is in line with Eli 's interests, Brittan noted, adding 
that such ties would not be affected by any other factors. 
Qian expressed his appreciation towards the EU's long-
term policy on its ties with china as well as its positive 
manner of promoting EU-china relations. Brittan 
reaffirmed the EU's position that it supports china to 
accede to the wto as soon as possible. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
79 May 9, 1996 New Visiting new Zealand prime minister James Bolger 
Zealand Thursday threw his support behind china's bid to become 
a member of the world trade organization. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
80 May 20, Britain British deputy prime minister Michael Heseltine 
1996 expressed support Monday for china's bid to become a 
member of the world trade organization at an early date. 
(U.RL) 
81 Jun 10’ 1996 Japan Japan will appeal to fellow group of seven industrial 
nations to support china's entry into the world trade 
organization (wto) before Hong Kong returns to Chinese 
rule in July 1997, government sources said Monday. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
82 Jun 19, 1996 EU European automobile industry experts called here 
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Wednesday for a drastic cut in Chinese tariffs and greater 
transparency regarding Beijing's long-term policies for its 
domestic auto sector. 
While welcoming china's plans this year for a 60 percent 
reduction in automobile import duties - currently among 
the highest in the world at between 110-150 percent ~ the 
experts warned that the move did not go far enough. 
Camille Blum, secretary-general of the acea ~ a 
professional body representing 14 European car, truck and 
bus manufacturers also complained that continual shifts in 
china's auto policy made long-term planning almost 
impossible. 
(Agence France Presse) 
83 Jul 9, 1996 Japan Japanese and US. Business leaders agreed Tuesday to 
promote efforts to have china join the world trade 
organization (wto) in an afternoon meeting held at a 
Tokyo hotel, the meeting's organizers said. 
On the second day of the three-day annual meeting 
between the Japan-US. Business council and the US.-
Japan business council, participants intensively discussed 
how to get china to comply with world trade rules without 
isolating the Asian superpower, they said. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
84 Aug 25, 1996 Japan, The next round of talks in November will come a month 
EU, US after a visit to the united states by china's moftec minister, 
Wu Yi. 
Industrialized countries like the united states, Japan and 
members of the European union insist that developing 
nation status, which gives states longer to bring tariffs in 
line with international norms, cannot be applied uniformly 
to china, which could become one of the biggest trading 
nations. 
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China's import tariffs are still an average 11 percent higher 
than those in other developing nations are. 
(Agence France Presse) 
85 Sep 11,1996 EU A world trade organization meeting in December could be 
a forum for the European union to rally support for china's 
entry into the global trading body, an EU official said 
Wednesday 
China says it should be admitted under the status of a 
nation that is still developing. The united states, Japan and 
the EU maintain that china's economy, fueled by its huge 
exports to the west, is big enough to put it in the category 
of a developed nation. 
(The Associated Press) 
86 Oct 24, 1996 Australia Australia and Indonesia fully support china's entry into the 
world trade organisation (wto), visiting Australian deputy 
prime minister Tim Fischer said here Thursday. 
"it is very important that china, with its hugely growing 
economy, become a wto member sooner rather than later," 
said Fischer, who is also trade minister. 
(Agence France Presse) 
87 Nov 7,1996 EU The European union is sending a high-powered trade 
delegation to china next week, led by its trade 
commissioner sir Leon Brittan, and Beijing's bid to join 
the world trade organization will be on its agenda. 
"Europe is very active in supporting Chinese membership, 
but china must make better offers to us," he said, referring 
to several issues that are still under discussion, such as 
tariffs, subsidies and market access. 
(Agence France Presse) 
88 Nov 14, 1996 EU and The Clinton administration is standing by its demands that 
Japan china drop a number of trade barriers before it is granted 
membership in the world trade organization, according to 
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treasury secretary Robert Rubin. 
Japan and some European countries have criticized the 
united states for demanding that china make too many 
market-opening reforms before it is granted wto 
membership. 
(The Associated Press) 
^ Nov 15, 1996 EU China appears willing to accept a compromise solution on 
the terms of its entry into the world trade organization, 
European union trade commissioner sir Leon Brittan said 
Friday. 
"Europe has pioneered the concept of a particular 
approach toward Chinese membership in the wto whereby 
china would accept some of the obligations at the outset 
and others phased in over an agreed period of years,' 
Brittan said at a news conference. 
The next step will be to contact US Secretary of state 
warren Christopher before his arrival in china on Tuesday 
to urge the united states to work with the European union 
"to accelerate the negotiation of Chinese participation in 
the wto on the basis of the European concept of phased 
acceptance of the obligations,' Brittan said. 
(The Associated Press) 
% Nov 18, 1996 EU European commission vice-president Leon Brittan urges 
the united states to adopt the European approach to speed 
up the negotiations on china's entry into the world trade 
organization (wto).“ 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Nov 24, 1996 Japan Japanese prime minister Ryutaro Hashimoto said Sunday 
it would be "desirable" for china to gain accession to the 
world trade organisation (wto) before Beijing resumes 
sovereignty over Hong Kong in July next year, officials 
said. 
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“ (Agence France Press) 
^ Nov 27, 1996 EU The European council has approved a new proposal by the 
vice-president of the European commission (EC), sir Leon 
Brittan, in order to push negotiations on china's entry into 
the world trade organization.. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Dec 2, 1996 Australia Australia said Tuesday it was disappointed that it was 
taking so long for china to gain membership of the world 
trade organization. 
Deputy prime minister Tim Fischer called for an 
acceleration of negotiations to give china entry into the 
global trading group. 
(The Associated Press) 
^ Dec 4, 1996 EU China may be allowed to join the world trade organisation 
(wto) without fully meeting the organization's global 
trading rules, Australian trade minister Tim Fischer said 
Thursday. 
But Fischer, who is also the deputy prime minister, 
stressed any deal would only be for a transition period, 
"there may be some degree of transition, but at the end of 
the day we do not want two divisions of the wto ... But 
obviously that does not preclude some degree of 
transition," he said. 
The European union has also suggested china be granted 
wto membership after a "down-payment" of wto 
obligations, with the full list of obligations accepted over 
an unspecified time frame. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Jan 22, 1997 Japan Japan urged china Wednesday to eliminate nonnative trade 
barriers as a step toward joining the world trade 
organization. 
Japan made the request on the first day of a three-day 
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bilateral meeting on china's bid for wto membership. 
China expressed its willingness to consider the request 
seriously, sources with access to the meeting said. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
% Jan 28, 1997 EU Chinese and European union (e.u.) Officials concluded 
three days of talks in Beijing on Thursday with the e.u. 
Saying the two sides remained "far apart" on some issues 
pertaining to china's seeking membership in the world 
trade organisation (wto). 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
^ Mar 6,1997 EU The European union (EU) urged china on Thursday to 
take further steps toward economic reform to turn the 
current mood of 'optimism' about its accession to the 
world trade organization (wto) into concrete progress. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ Mar 20, 1997 EU EU deputy director general for external relations Gerard 
Depayre said the service sector market access offer made 
by china in its bid to join the wto remain inadequate. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
^ Mar 30,1997 Australia Australia is hoping to open up china's wool market during 
negotiations on china's accession to the wto. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Mar 30, 1997 Japan Japan foreign minister stressed china should implement 
more measures to smooth negotiations for the country's 
wto bid, saying Beijing needs to improve such areas as 
distribution, the service sector, import quotas and tariffs, 
the officials said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
T51 Apr 28, 1997 Japan The ministry of international trade and industry will 
dispatch a mission of Japanese government officials and 
businessmen to china may 12-13 to seek improvement in 
the country's distribution systems，ministry officials said 
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Saturday. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
M ^ 江 Australia "the Chinese market access offers that are on the table 
1997 need further work in our view," a senior Australian official 
told reporters. 
Areas of major concern include wool, sugar, barley and 
some markets in industrials and services which are the 
subject of negotiations now going on in Geneva over 
china accession to the wto. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Jul 24,1997 Japan In advance of sino-Japanese talks to pave the way for 
china's entry into the world trade organization, Beijing has 
suggested to Japan it is ready to lower tariffs on about 160 
items, including textiles, cars and agricultural products, 
sources close to the negotiations said. The bilateral talks 
start Thursday in Geneva. 
This is the first time china has offered a tariff reduction 
plan in response to a Japanese request. Japan had asked 
china to lower tariffs on 287 industrial and 120 
agricultural products as a prerequisite for Japanese 
support of wto membership for china. 
China's offer does not include every product on Japan's 
wish list, however, leaving out consumer electronics, for 
example. And the Chinese government says it will cut 
tariffs on many items only 10-15 years after it is admitted 
to the wto. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited ) 
T S Aug 4, 1997 Japan China must improve its service sector and tariffs before it 
can be considered for membership in the world trade 
organisation (wto), Japanese international trade and 
industry minister Shinji Sato said Tuesday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
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Yo5 Aug 6, 1997 New China and new Zealand reached an agreement on the 
Zealand conclusion of the bilateral market access talks related to 
china's access to the world trade organization (wto) here 
today 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Yo6 Aug 27, 1997 Japan Japan and china began three days of bilateral negotiations 
Wednesday on china's bid to gain entry into the world 
trade organization (wto), government officials said. 
The Chinese delegation made additional offers on tariffs, 
nontarifFs, standard authorization measures and service 
sectors in the wake of previous bilateral talks held in 
Geneva in July, a foreign ministry official said without 
elaborating. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
Sep 5,1997 Japan China, in its agreeing with Japan to cut import tariffs, is 
approaching the final stage of clearing conditions for 
joining the world trade organization (wto), international 
trade and industry minister Shinji Sato said Friday. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
T08 Sep 29,1997 Japan, EU Japan urged the European union (EU) to speed up talks 
with china by reducing trade decontrol demands it is 
pushing as a prerequisite for consenting to china's entry to 
the world trade organization (wto), trade ministry officials 
said Monday. 
Brittan responded to Japan's suggestions cautiously, 
however, they said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
Oct 3,1997 Japan Tokyo completed a framework agreement on trade in 
goods with Beijing during talks held in the Japanese 
capital early September, placing it ahead of china's other 
major trade partners and eliminating the need for further 
talks on the sector. 
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“ However, Tokyo was "disappointed" that Beijing had 
turned down a Japanese request for bilateral talks in 
Geneva on market access in services, a trade official said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
YlO Oct 12, 1997 EU EU officials said china's offer, which was outlined orally 
last week in Geneva, does not go nearly far enough in 
sweeping away the myriad restrictions that restrict 
western companies' ability to do business in china. 
(Agence France Presse) 
TTl Oct 21, 1997 Japan Japan-china bilateral consultations on china's accession to 
the wto will be held on October 23 and 24in Beijing. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
Yi2 Oct 24,1997 Japan Japan and china ended two-days of talks Friday on china's 
bid to enter into the world trade organization (wto), with 
little progress on the sticky issue of china's accession 
protocol for trade in services, Japanese officials said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
Y n Nov 27,1997 EU The European commission today welcomed the latest 
move taken by china at the Asia-pacific economic 
cooperation (apec) forum in Vancouver to cut the average 
tariff on imported industrial products to 10 percent by 
2005 
The average tariff rate of china had been cut from 43 
percent in 1992 to 17 percent in October 1997. The 
Chinese government has pledged to further the cut to 15 
percent by 2000. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
"iH Dec 8，1997 Japan Japan on Saturday started bilateral talks with china on the 
latter's bid to join the world trade organization. 
Discussions focused on liberalization of the Chinese 
service sector, particularly problems related to finance, 
accounting, shipping and construction. 
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(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
Yi5 Feb 3, 1998 EU European external trade commissioner sir Leon Brittan 
said china should resist stepping back from a further 
opening of its markets because of the Asian financial 
crisis. 
On wto membership, Brittan said the EU accepts that 
china needs time to phase in market reforms, and is 
willing to negotiate transition periods to take account of 
china's domestic reforms. 
(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd) 
7Y6 Feb 2，1998 EU The European union (EU) needs to upgrade its policy on 
its relationship with china in light of the recent changes in 
the EU and china, a top EU official said Monday. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
n ? Mar 16,1998 Japan The china working party on wto accession is scheduled to 
meet in Geneva the week starting April 6. 
The Japanese official said Tokyo was still waiting for a 
response to questions on issues regarding services put to 
Chinese negotiators in December, during the last round of 
talks on china's membership here. 
Tokyo has already finalized tariff negotiations with the 
Chinese. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Yi8 Mar 24，1998 EU The European commission, responding to china's growing 
global clout, is getting ready to upgrade its political and 
economic ties with Beijing. 
E.U. Officials say one of the union's key aims is to speed 
up china's long-standing drive to join the Geneva-based 
world trade organisation (wto). 
The EU. Will continue to insist that china must meet 
certain key obligations, including allowing foreign 
companies better access to its markets in both the goods 
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and services sectors. 
But Brittan says that china should not be forced into 
making overnight changes and that the EU. Should be 
ready to give Beijing more time to make the transition 
from a state-dominated to a market- driven economy. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentiir) 
YY9 Mar 29，1998 EU Chinese premier Zhu Rongji will begin his European trip 
on April 2 and is scheduled to attend both the asia-Europe 
meeting (aem) and the china-EU summit. Local observers 
point out that the first meeting between top leaders from 
china and the European union (EU), two important 
partners in the international arena, will undoubtedly 
represent a giant stride in china-EU relations 
The move is expected to strengthen china-Europe 
relations, help accelerate china's admission into the world 
trade organization (wto), and expand bilateral cooperation 
in wide-ranging areas. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Y ^ Oct 29, 1998 EU European commission president Jacques Santer warned 
china Thursday that it needed to take clear and concrete 
steps towards market opening before winning is decade-
long bid for world trade organisation (wto) entry. 
During his address to the institute, Santer specifically 
called for transparency of regulations in china and equal 
treatment for both domestic and foreign companies 
Both the united states and Europe have recently expressed 
fears that the grinding Asian financial crisis will reverse 
china's slow steps towards market opening, with Beijing 
increasing protectionism towards its domestic industries. 
But the initial effects have been a sharp increase in 
Chinese exports to the united states and Europe, in a bid to 
make up for lost markets in asia, which have created large 
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" Chinese trade surpluses and sparked anger in Washington. 
Santer，in contrast, said the European commission was not 
overly concerned by the increase in Chinese exports to 
Europe, which grew by one-third in the first nine months 
of the year. 
"Europe is ready to continue to absorb these Chinese 
exports if we can get an assurance that china will steadily 
and resolutely open its markets to our investors and 
exporters," he said. 
The European union is particularly pushing for the 
opening of china's banking and financial sectors. 
(Agence France Presse) 
T^I Oct 29, 1998 面 The European union on Thursday demonstrated its 
support for china's entry into the world trade organisation 
(wto) by signing an agreement to provide training to 
Chinese officials on aspects of wto accession, state-run 
television reported 
The framework agreement is one of three pacts signed on 
Thursday during an October 29 to November 3 visit to 
china by European commission president Jacques Santer. 
The other two pacts open the way for cooperation in 
aeronautics and telecommunications and a long-term e.u.-
china legal and judicial cooperation program aimed at 
contributing to the establishment of the rule of law in 
china 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
Nov 3, 1998 EU European commission (EC) president Jacques Santer and 
vice president Leon Brittan urged china Tuesday to further 
liberalize its market. 
’Our market will remain open. However, it will be 
increasingly difficult to tackle the inevitable protests 
linked to steadily increasing Chinese exports unless there 
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“ is clear evidence of increasing and equivalent access for 
European business to the Chinese market； Santer said in a 
speech at a luncheon sponsored by the semi-govemmental 
Hong Kong trade development council. 
European companies have to compete with imports from 
china that have risen by 25% over the last six months, he 
said. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
T55 Mar 23, 1999 Japan and Australia and Japan have reaffirmed the importance they 
Australia attach to the early accession of candidates including china 
to the world trade organization (wto). "they pointed to the 
advantages for china and the multilateral trading system of 
the accession being completed in time for china to 
participate in the new round of multilateral trade 
negotiations," 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Apr 9,1999 EU The European union on Friday welcomed progress made 
in talks between the united states and china on Chinese 
entry to the world trade organization. 
(Associated Press) 
Apr 9,1999 Japan Tokyo now aims to conclude wto membership 
negotiations with china during prime minister Keizo 
Obuchi's planned trip to china, expected as early as July, 
government officials said. 
Japan's talks with china have made little headway since 
the two countries agreed on liberalization measures for 
trade in goods in September 1997. 
With negotiations between other major wto members and 
china stalled, Japan had not had a sense of urgency, the 
Japanese officials said. 
But the latest deal between Washington and Beijing 
should clear the way for progress in Japan's talks with 
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china, they said. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
Apr 12, 1999 EU China is obsessed by its negotiations with the united states 
on its entry to the wto and is forgetting the European 
union, former French prime minister Edouard Balladur 
said Monday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Apr 12, 1999 EU Europe's acting trade commissioner sir Leon Brittan will 
be going to Beijing in early may to pursue the wto talks, 
focussing on e.u. Demands for improved access to the 
Chinese market, the officials said. 
Brittan will be preceded by a team of EU. Officials who 
will be in china as of April 24 to talk to Chinese trade 
experts on wto issues, including a reduction in china's 
"peak tariffs," lower duties on cars and an opening up of 
the Chinese banking sector to foreign competition. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
Apr 16,1999 pacific Business leaders from more than 20 pacific countries on 
countries Friday endorsed china's admission into the world trade 
organization as soon as possible. 
The pacific economic cooperation council declared that 
china's membership in the world trade organization is 
critical to sustain growth and recovery in the pacific rim. 
(The Associated Press) 
Apr 27,1999 EU Chinese and u.s. Negotiators concluded the latest round of 
talks on the remaining issues of china's accession to the 
world trade organization (wto) on April 26 while talks 
with the European union started on the same day. 
(The Associated Press) 
T ^ Apr 26, 1999 EU Talks with the Europeans are focusing on opening up 
china's finance and telecommunications industries and 
also its commodity markets, xinhua said. 
— — — 
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(The Associated Press) 
T ^ Apr 28, 1999 Japan Japan is another major trading nation that has yet to 
conclude its wto talks with china. The Japanese also sent a 
negotiating team to Beijing on Tuesday to pursue those 
negotiations, the wall street journal reported. 
(Chinaonline LLC) 
T32 Apr 28, 1999 EU Among the concessions the EU is seeking are tariff cuts, 
an end to quotas and non-tariff measures by January 2005, 
and the opening of the telecoms, banking, insurance and 
securities sectors to foreign participants. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
May 6, 1999 EU Outstanding issues include further progress in reducing 
tariffs and eliminating tariff peaks on products ranging 
from automobiles to cognac and gin, cosmetics, leather 
furniture, glass and ceramics. 
The EU also wants the right to establish branches for life 
insurance, majority foreign ownership in basic telecoms, 
and firm commitments to enable European banks to trade 
in the local currency and securities. 
An improvement in conditions for foreign law firms 
operating in china is sought, an EU statement said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
I S May 11, Japan Japan and china will hold working-level talks in Beijing 
1999 next week on china's application to join the world trade 
organisation (wto), a report said Tuesday 
(Agence France Presse) 
T ^ May 14^  Japan Japan and china will hold talks in Beijing, possibly from 
1999 Thursday, on conditions for Chinese entry into the world 
trade organization (wto), Japanese diplomatic sources in 
the Chinese capital said Friday. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
J36 May 16, Australia Australian deputy prime minister Tim Fischer met 
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1999 Chinese vice premier Li Lanqing here Sunday at the start 
of a three-day visit to boost trade and investment and 
discuss china's entry into the world trade organisation. 
(Agence France Presse) 
T ^ May 21^ Japan Japan and china failed to reach a final agreement on 
1999 china's planned accession to the world trade organization 
in two days of talks ended here Friday. 
Japan hopes to hold talks again as early as in June, before 
Japanese prime minister Keizo Obuchi's planned visit to 
china in July, Japanese government officials said. 
In the latest talks, the two sides made some progress in 
narrowing their gap on china's liberalization of services 
markets, a major issue that must be resolved before china 
is allowed into wto. Japan and china earlier reached 
agreement on goods trade. 
(Jiji Press Ltd) 
T ^ May ^ Australia Australia agreed to Chinese concessions in a number of 
1999 agricultural areas, wine, automobiles and auto products, 
and such services as banking, insurance and accounting, 
and distribution, trade minister Tim Fischer said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
T ^ Jun 28,1999 Japan Japan urged china Monday to deregulate its distribution 
sector further to win membership of the world trade 
organization. 
(Jiji Press Ltd) 
HO Jul 2, 1 9 9 9 “ Japan Japan will send a mission to china early next week to 
speed up negotiations over Beijing's entry into the world 
trade organisation, officials said Friday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
"h i Jul 30, 1999 EU Dieter the European union (EU) has had informal contact 
with china on the stalled talks on Beijing's accession to 
the world trade organization (wto) and hopes to officially 
. p. 143 
Case no. I Date [Country Event (Sources) 
reopen the negotiations as early as September, an EU 
official said Friday. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
Oct 1, 1999 EU European union (EU) and Chinese trade ministers are to 
hold talks next week in Berlin to discuss Beijing's bid to 
join the world trade organization (wto), EU officials said 
Friday. 
The planned meeting will be the first on Chinese wto 
membership since bilateral talks broke off after the north 
Atlantic treaty organization bombed the Chinese embassy 
in Belgrade in may. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
Oct 27, 1999 EU Falkenberg said there were still a large number of areas in 
which the EU was asking china for improved offers. 
Import tariffs stood on average at 10 percent, which might 
be acceptable, but for certain products, such as autos, they 
were as high as 35 percent, he said. 
Other areas still being discussed included textiles, 
telecommunications and financial services, said 
Falkenberg 
(The Associated Press) 
"144 Nov 4, 1999 France French president Jacques Chirac on Thursday warned that 
US tensions between china and the united states could 
grow because of Washington's foreign policy and the 
"isolationist tendencies" of the us congress. 
Chirac denounced what he called a tendency towards 
isolationism and unilateralism in the US congress. 
(Agence France Presse) 
1 
Source: Lexis-and-Nexis 
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1 Sep 3, 1986 Non-market the U.S. Trade Representative Clayton K. 
economies Yeutter told European reporters in a 
(hereafter:N satellite news conference that "I have some 
ME) of the same reservations and concerns with 
respect to China coming in as I would have 
with respect to the Soviet Union coming 
in," 
(The Associated Press) 
2 Aug 19, 1987 Intellectual U.S. Attorney General Edwin Meese 
Porperty commented that U.S. should open up 
Right(hereaft market for China. He also urged China to 
er-.IPR), protect IPR and open up market, 
market (U.RL) 
access 
3 May 10,1988 China's U.S. Commerce Secretary C. William 
protectionis Verity urged a high-level Chinese 
m measures delegation Monday to end protectionist 
measures that have forced some U.S. 
companies "to question the wisdom of 
" pursuing business in China. 
(The Associated Press) 
4 Jan 7, 1989 NME According to the 1988 report of the United 
States Offices of Trade Representative to 
president Reagan, negotiations for China's 
accession must address the issues 
associated with the non-market aspects of 
mainland China's economy in spite of its 
economic system recently. 
(Central News Agency) 
5 Jun 16, 1989 Economic US introduced three bills to impose 
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Sanctions economic sanction against China for the 
against crackdown on the democracy movement, 
China with proposal to suspend the observer 
status for Red China at GATT being 
included. (Central News Agency) 
6 Jun 2, 1989 Freedom Freedom House, a respecAmerican 
House's organization for human rights, has asked 
pressure on president George Bush to warn the Chinese 
government: Communists that the US will review its 
human right relations with Beijing if they attempt to 
crack down on the students and workers in 
the Chinese mainland's democracy 
movement. 
(Central News Agency) 
1 Jul 15,1989 Senate U.S. senators，led by majority leader 
House's George Mitchell and minority leader 
pressure: Robert Dole, took an even stronger 
human right position than their colleagues in the house 
on condemning and sanctioning against 
Red Chinese Regime's atrocity and 
repression, as they passed a legislation 
urging the administration to adopt 
additional economic sanctions against the 
Peking regime. 
(Central News Agency) 
8 Sep 6,1989 Chinese A delegation of Chinese trade officials will 
officials visit Washington to discuss with American 
visiting US officials China's longstanding interest in 
joining the GATT，the State Department 
said Wednesday. 
(The Associated Press) 
9 Sep 6, 1989 Despite its ban on high-level contacts with 
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Chinese authorities, the Bush 
administration plans "working level 
discussions" this month with Chinese 
officials on that nation's bid to join an 
international trade body, a U.S. official 
said today. 
(The Associated Press) 
T o Sep 8, 1989 Opposing The Bush administration is opposed to 
China's China's entry to GATT, until it has a “more 
accession privately operated and democratically run 
economy", said Marlin Fitzwater, the 
White House spokesman said. 
(Central News Agency) 
Ti Dec 13,1989 Comments The United States and other western 
on China's nations said Wednesday that China is 
accession failing to make the reforms necessary for it 
to join the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. (U.RL) 
~\2 Feb 16,1990 Comments Progress on a Chinese application to join 
an international group aimed at expanding 
world trade has been slowed because of 
questions about China's commitment to 
economic reforms, the State Department 
said Friday. 
(The Associated Press) 
Ts May 17, 1990 MFN*, US president George Bush indicated he 
human right would not unconditionally grant MFN 
status to China because he did not want to 
send a signal that we are happy with the 
human right record. 
(Central News Agency) 
14 Jul 19, 1990 House The House whole ways and means 
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pressure: committee approved by voice vote, to 
Human right, withdraw the MFN status for China in 
MFN 1991 unless president Bush finds overall 
human right situation in China 
significantly improved. The bill would also 
require president Bush, when deciding 
whether or not to propose extension of the 
MFN in 1991, to take into account that the 
potential economic and political effects 
that an extension of MFN trade status for 
China, or the absence of such an extension, 
may on Hong Kong, and the extent to 
which china has moderated its position on 
Taiwan's accession to the GATT. 
(Central News Agency) 
15 Oct 18, 1990 NME United Stated Chief trade representative 
Carla Hills said that China is not market-
oriented enough to go in its effort to 
participate in the international trade 
system. (Central News Agency) 
16 Dec 19，1990 IPR, tariff Last month, the United States agreed to 
support China's application for 
membership in the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade and drafted a 
memorandum of understanding on 
cooperation to prevent exports of Chinese 
prison labor goods to the United States, a 
major human rights issue. 
Joseph Massey, assistant U.S. trade 
representative for China and Japan, is to 
hold two days of talks in Beijing on 
China's alleged failure to honor U.S. 
— 
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trademarks, patents and copyrights. 
The Bush administration set a Jan. 16 
deadline for the end of the negotiations. If 
no agreement is reached by then, the 
United States will retaliate by doubling 
tariffs on a range of Chinese goods. 
U.S. clothing and computer software 
manufacturers say they have lost hundreds 
of millions of dollars because Chinese 
companies have copied their designs and 
trademarks. 
(The Associated Press) 
I t Jan 23, 1991 China China threatened today to retaliate against 
threaten to the United States in a dispute over alleged 
revenge in Chinese evasion of U.S. import quotas for 
import issue garments and textiles. 
(The Associated Press) 
I s Mar 30，1991 Congress Some members of Congress have 
pressure: suggested removing China's "most favored 
human right, nation" trade status to protest its human 
MFN rights record. 
China declared that they will not make the 
commitment to abolish subsidies for all 
exports. 
(The Associated Press) 
19 Apr 26, 1991 IPR The Bush administration on Friday accused 
China, India and Thailand of failing to 
protect U.S. copyrights, patents and other 
"intellectual property," setting the stage for 
possible trade sanctions. 
The finding against China comes at a time 
when Congress is growing increasingly 
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restive about the growing U.S. trade deficit 
with China and the perception that China 
has done little to improve human rights 
performance since the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown two years ago. 
(The Associated Press) 
^ May 30, 1991 Human right. The relations between the united states and 
trade communist china could still get worse in 
relation, the next few months, and the chance for a 
military turn in the relationship depends very 
technology largely on Peking's response to us 
transfer concerns on human rights, trade and 
economic relations, and communist china's 
pattern of military technology transfers to 
third world countries. 
(Central News Agency) 
Y\ Jun 21,1991 Senate House Fifteen us senators from both the 
pressure republican and the democratic parties 
presented a joint letter to president George 
Bush Thursday, urging him to take 
"concrete steps" to address wide-ranging 
us concerns with communist china. 
In the letter to bush, they gave a long list of 
US concerns, including Peking's human 
rights abuses, exports of prison-made 
goods, unfair trade practices, violations of 
us intellectual property rights, and sales of 
missiles and nuclear technology to third-
world countries 
(Central News Agency) 
22 Jun 27, 1991 MFN, human The house ways and means committee 
right passed a bill by voice vote Wednesday to 
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tie renewal of most-favored-nation trade 
status for communist china in 1992 to 
human rights improvement in mainland 
china and other conditions, including 
Peking not opposing Taiwan's membership 
in the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade. (Central News Agency) 
^ Jul 10, 1991 MFN House Votes to Put Conditions on Favored 
Trade Status for China 
(The Associated Press) 
2A Jul 10，1991 MFN The U.S. House of Representatives voted 
overwhelmingly today to condition 
renewal of preferential trade status for 
China in 1992 on improvements in its 
human rights performance. 
(Inter Press Service) 
25 Jul 11, 1991 The house The House of Representatives Wednesday 
pressure: voted against President George Bush's 
MFN trade policy with China, placing strict 
conditions on renewing Beijing's Most 
Favored Nation trade status next year. 
(Agence France Presse) 
26 Jul 19,1991 Bush President Bush pledged to make significant 
changed changes in his administration's China 
policy on policy Friday, possibly to sap 
China congressional support for placing 
conditions on China's most-favored nation 
trading status. 
Bush pledged in a letter Friday to Sen. 
Max Baucus, D-Mont.，that the U.S. 
would: 
* Support Taiwan's bid to join the General 
P.151 
Case no. I Date Topic Details of Event (Sources) 
Agreements of Tariffs and Trade ~ a 
privilege long opposed by the Beijing 
government. 
* Continue its policy of urging that 
international organizations grant China 
loans only to meet basic human needs, or 
to foster economic reform. 
* Ban exports of high-speed computers and 
satellites until China assures it will cease 
selling nuclear missiles. 
* Bar Chinese exports to the U:S. that were 
produced by prison labor. 
參 Place China on a priority list for 
investigation into unfair trading 
practices by U.S. Trade Representative 
Carla Hills 
(States News Service) 
27 Jul 20，1991 House Bush released a letter outlining a new 
pressure: China policy the White House hopes will 
MFN persuade the Senate to continue most-
favored nation trade status for China. 
Yet, Senate Leader Unpersuaded by Bush 
Letter on China 
(The Associated Press) 
^ Jul 22,1991 MFN China expressed support Monday for U.S. 
President George Bush in his bid to gain 
backing from Congress to extend trade 
privileges to Beijing, but cautioned him on 
endorsing Taiwan's GATT application. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Jul 23, 1991 MFN The U.S. Senate voted today to condition 
renewal of preferential trade status for 
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China in 1992 on improvements in its 
human rights performance. 
But the vote was not even close to the two-
thirds majority needed to override an 
anticipated veto by President George Bush, 
making it almost certain that he will win 
the latest test of his China policy which 
critics have charged has been too lax. 
(Inter Press Service) 
30 Aug 16, 1991 US refuse The united states will not discuss the issue 
discussion on of communist china's admission to the 
China's general agreement on tariffs and trade 
admission (GATT) during their trade negotiations in 
Washington next week, according to 
officials of the bush administration 
(Central News Agency) 
31 Aug 17,1991 China ask for A high-level Chinese mission left Beijing 
discussion for the united states on Saturday for talks 
with US on with trade officials on ways to correct the 
GATT bilateral trade imbalance now in china's 
accession favor the delegation led by Tong Zhiguang, 
vice minister of foreign economic relations 
and trade, will also discuss china's entry 
into the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
32 Aug 27, 1991 China seek A red Chinese trade delegation Monday 
US support met with a senior us official to seek 
for GATT reconfirmation of us support for Peking's 
accession efforts to join the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT), according to a us 
trade official. 
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(Central News Agency) 
^ Oct 10, 1991 Tariff The administration of President George 
Bush said today that it has begun a formal 
investigation into allegedly unfair Chinese 
trade practices that could result in punitive 
retaliation by Washington. 
The action follows Beijing's failure to 
submit an acceptable plan to lower its own 
tariffs and import-license rules which 
Washington says are designed to keep U.S. 
goods out of China. 
(Inter Press Service) 
34 Oct 11, 1991 301 A spokesman for the Chinese ministry of 
investigation foreign economic relations and trade 
(mofert) today voiced strong 
dissatisfaction over the so-called 'section 
301’ investigation against china by the u.s. 
trade representative's office. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
35 Oct 25, 1991 US A senior American trade official said 
discontent Friday that time was running short for 
about China to meet U.S. demands on improving 
China's the protection of intellectual property 
foreign trade rights. 
regime U.S. called on Beijing to reduce trade 
barriers in four areas being investigated: 
~ the "transparency" of its foreign trade 
regime 
—unreasonable licensing requirements 
- impor t bans and quotas 
--Unnecessary standards and certification 
procedures. 
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(Agence France Presse) 
36 Nov 17, 1991 Sino-US A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman 
relation said here tonight that generally speaking, 
shows US secretary of state James baker's visit to 
improvement china was a successful one and helpful to 
the restoration and development of Sinn-
US. relations. 
The American side indicated that the u.s. 
government supports the membership of 
china as a contracting party in the GATT, 
the Chinese side made positive proposals, 
and demanded that the u.s. government 
terminates the 'special 301 investigation' 
against china and move china out of the 
priority foreign country list. The American 
side welcomed china's positive intellectual 
property rights proposals, he said. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
37 Nov 20,1991 Lattanzio stated that the Italian government 
supports an early restoration of china's 
status as a contracting party of the general 
agreement of tariffs and trade (GATT) 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jan 17, 1992 Copyrights Late Thursday, the United States and China 
resolved a trade dispute involving 
protection of American copyrights and 
patents hours before the Bush 
administration planned to impose tariffs of 
up to 100 percent on a range of Chinese 
exports to the United States. 
U.S. Trade Representative Carla Hills 
dropped the threat after China said it would 
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join an international convention that 
protects copyrights and agreed to start 
providing patent protection for drugs and 
agricultural chemicals on Jan. 1, 1993. 
(The Associated Press) 
39 Feb 25, 1992 Market China's official news agency said today a 
access breakthrough has been achieved in trade 
talks with the United States on improving 
access to Chinese markets. 
(The Associated Press) 
40 Feb 26，1992 Market U.S. Says No Breakthrough in Trade Talks 
access A U.S. official said today that substantial 
differences remain in negotiations over 
Chinese import barriers, while China 
criticized the U.S. Senate for setting 
conditions on its access to American 
markets. 
The U.S. Senate voted 59-39 yesterday to 
require China to show progress in human 
rights, trade and weapons proliferation 
issues as a condition for renewing most-
favored-nation trade status in June. 
China is eager to join GATT as an 
affirmation of its expanding role in world 
trade. At a meeting two weeks ago， 
however, GATT members said they wanted 
more evidence of Chinese economic 
reform. 
(The Associated Press) 
41 May 22, 1992 Market The chief U.S. negotiator said here Friday 
access he expected talks on increasing U.S. access 
to the Chinese market to be concluded 
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successfully before an October deadline. 
Beijing put forward several proposals to 
liberalize its trade regime, Massey said, 
including further reducing the number of 
products needing import licenses and 
gradually cutting import tariffs raised after 
1988. 
The eighth round of negotiations ended 
here just 4-1/2 months before an October 
10 deadline Washington gave China to 
eliminate trade barriers or face retaliatory 
tariffs on up to four billion dollars of its 
exports. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ May 23,1992 Market The seventh round of china-u.s. 
access negotiations on market access is helpful 
towards the signing of an understanding 
memorandum in the field, said Tong 
Zhiguang, vice-minister of foreign 
economic relations and trade (mofert) 
today. 
The understanding memorandum this time 
concentrated on transparency in china's 
foreign trade system, import licensing, 
import bans and tariffs 
The Chinese this time gave the u.s. side a 
list of products that no longer need import 
licensing and the names of over 50 import 
categories whose tariffs are to be reduced. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jul 17, 1992 Patents Japan and China will open negotiations 
July 27 on China's plans to regulate 
L_ 
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domestic manufacture of chemicals, drugs, 
and other materials patented in the United 
States, Japanese officials said 
In preliminary negotiations held with 
China in June，Japan contended that there 
were no reasonable grounds for the special 
treatment to be given to the U.S, officials 
said. 
China said it would consider revising the 
system if Japan promised increased 
technology transfers to China and 
supported China's bid to join the (GATT). 
(Japan Economic Newswire) 
44 Jan 5,1993 MFN "We are a natural ally of the Chinese in its 
annual renewal of the Most-Favored 
Nation status with the U.S. and a main 
supporter of their membership into the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT)," Trade Minister Richard 
Needham said. (Agence France Presse) 
^ Jan 8，1993 MFN Baucus indicated that the US stand on 
communist China's GATT application is 
one of several realistic means at America's 
disposal to bring communist China into 
line with the rest of the world in areas of 
human rights, trade, and arms sales. 
Baucus, chairman of the Senate 
Subcommittee on International Trade, 
called on the Clinton administration to 
make an early statement, emphasizing that 
it will carefully review Peking's progress 
on human rights，arms control and fair 
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trade when making recommendations to 
Congress in June about communist China's 
most-favored-nation trade status. "At the 
same time, the administration should make 
it clear that withdrawal of MFN is a 
measure of last resort and that it has more 
targeted means at its disposal to address 
our concerns," Baucus said. 
(Central News Agency) 
46 Jan 14, 1993 The United States is strongly in support of 
mainland China's admission into the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
according to a report by "Tagungbao," a 
Peking-supported daily in Hong Kong. 
(Central News Agency) 
47 Jan 31, 1993 Trade dispute U.S. Embassy spokeswoman Lorraine Toly 
confirmed that Assistant U.S. Trade 
Representative Douglas Newkirk will visit 
for GATT-related talks, but declined to say 
whether Washington would support 
Chinese membership. 
The Chinese officials showed no sign of 
softening their positions. The newspaper 
said the officials it interviewed again 
denied that China has a trade surplus with 
the United States, arguing that Chinese 
goods exported to the United States via 
Hong Kong should not be counted. 
Washington, which includes these goods in 
its China trade figures, says it had 
approximately an $ 18 billion deficit with 
China in 1992, second only to the deficit 
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with Japan. It says Chinese import barriers 
and exchange rate manipulation are partly 
to blame for the deficit. 
The Chinese officials also said that any 
conditions on China's most-favored nation 
trade status were unacceptable. The United 
States extends the status to most countries, 
entitling them to the lowest available tariffs 
on their products. 
Congress has tried for several years to link 
China's MFN status to compliance with 
human rights and arms proliferation 
agreements, and Clinton has expressed 
support for such legislation. 
(The Associated Press) 
48 Feb 27，1993 GATT An US trade negotiation delegation is 
membership scheduled to arrive in Beijing tomorrow 
for consultations with Chinese officials on 
the resumption of china's membership in 
the general agreement on tariffs and trade 
(GATT). The talks mark a formal 
restoration of bilateral consultations 
between china and the united states on the 
GATT question after a three-year 
suspension and are expected to make 
positive contribution to the process of 
china's re-entry into GATT. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
49 Mar 1, 1993 GATT Lorraine Toly, spokeswoman for the U.S. 
membership Embassy, said Doug Newkirk, assistant 
U.S. trade representative for GATT affairs, 
would hold two days of talks with Chinese 
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officials about China joining the trade 
system. 
"The United States has agreed to staunchly 
support China's application subject to 
agreement of an acceptable protocol," she 
said. 
(The Associated Press) 
50 Mar 2, 1993 GATT Newkirk said China must agree to five 
membership points to gain admission: 
-Establish a single national trade policy so 
goods can be imported into any Chinese 
port under the same rules. 
-Make public all trade regulations, quotas 
and licensing requirements. 
-Eliminate non-tariff impediments to trade, 
such as quotas and import licenses. 
-Pledge to move toward allowing supply 
and demand of a free market to set prices. 
-Accept a safeguard system to protect other 
nations against unfair surges of Chinese 
exports until a full market is working. 
Newkirk contended that the "socialist 
market" economy being built by China's 
leaders still is not a market economy. He 
said GATT needed to take special measures 
to counterbalance China's potential for 
disrupting other markets. 
(The Associated Press) 
51 Mar 4，1993 GATT The Clinton Administration has indicated 
membership that communist China would not be 
admitted to the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade any time soon because it 
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refuses to accept key measures to bring its 
economic practices in line with other 
GATT members, the Los Angeles Times 
said yesterday 
(Central News Agency) 
52 Mar 6, 1993 GATT US Senator Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) has 
membership praised Assistant US Trade Representative 
Douglas Newkirk for not caving into the 
communist Chinese during his talks in 
Peking regarding their bid to join the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). 
"For more than a decade I have received a 
steady stream of complaints from 
American firms about improper business 
practices by the communist Chinese --
slave labor, theft of intellectual property, 
mislabeling of textiles, discrimination in 
government contracting, and so forth. 
"These complaints are undiminished even 
after the communist Chinese sign specific 
agreements pleading to stop such 
practices," Helms continued. 
(Central News Agency) 
53 Mar 22,1993 GATT After a negotiating session a few weeks 
membership ago, the United States outraged the 
communist Chinese by playing down their 
chances of entering the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, which communist 
China is extremely eager to join, anytime 
soon, the Times said in its "The Week in 
Review" section. 
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Citing a US Commerce Department report, 
the Times said the American trade deficit 
with communist China in 1992 was US$ 
18.3 billion, the second-highest after the 
deficit with Japan. 
(Central News Agency ) 
^ Apr I, 1993 Diplomatic pressure, not trade sanctions, is 
the best way to bring about changes in 
China, the chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee said today. 
"We reserve MFN as a weapon of last 
resort, available if diplomatic pressure and 
targeted sanctions prove unavailing," he 
said. 
(The Associated Press) 
^ May 11, 1993 MFN Seven US Democratic senators have sent a 
letter to President Bill Clinton, urging him 
not to revoke or place conditions on 
communist China's most-favored-nation 
trade status because, in their view, to do so 
would endanger important US foreign 
policy goals. 
These Democratic senators warned that 
revoking or placing rigid new conditions 
on communist China's MFN status would 
adversely affect Beijing's willingness to 
play a constructive role at the UN Security 
Council, prospects for environmental 
cooperation and restraint in arms buildups 
in Asia, and regional security issues like 
North Korea and the Cambodian peace 
process. 
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(Central News Agency ) 
^ May 27, 1 9 9 3 M F N President Bill Clinton said Thursday he 
will extend China's most-favored-nation 
trade status for one year but indicated it 
will have to improve its human rights 
record. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
57 Jul 29, 1993 Meeting US trade representative Mickey Kantor 
met here today with a Chinese government 
deputy minister to discuss china's 
membership in the general agreement of 
tariffs and trade (GATT). 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
58 Sep 7,1993 Trade dispute A senior Chinese trade official warned 
Tuesday that China will restrict United 
States imports if the U.S. follows through 
on a threat to cut China's textile import 
quotas. 
The key U.S. complaint is over 
transshipments, the illegal shipping of 
textiles above quota through a third 
country. U.S. officials estimate China 
transships an additional $2 billion annually 
to the U.S. market disguised as third-
country products. (U.RI.) 
^ Oct 25, 1993 D e p u t y l l ^ T r a d e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
Charlene Barshefsky ended two days of 
talks with her Chinese counterparts on 
Monday, continuing a string of high-level 
visits by U.S. officials 
The U.S. and China signed a memorandum 
of understanding on market access a year 
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ago in which China agreed to significantly 
lower tariffs on a range of items by 
December 31, 1993. 
If China fails to implement the reductions, 
the U.S. will take decisive measures, which 
could include provisions listed in Section 
301 of the U.S. Trade Act of 1974, other 
legislative action or measures blocking 
China's accession to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
Barshefsky indicated. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ Nov 7, 1993 MFN China will seek to end U.S. conditional 
renewal of its MFN trade status at an 
upcoming Asia Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) meeting in Seattle, a 
trade official was quoted Sunday as saying. 
Long said in an interview with the China 
Daily's Business Weekly that APEC 
"should especially honour the GATT 
principles on extending most-favored-
nation (MFN) status unconditionally 
among all the members, which should be 
the cornerstone of the APEC objectives." 
(Agence France Presse) 
61 Nov 15, 1993 The US. house foreign affairs committee 
this afternoon, Joan Spero, undersecretary 
of state for economic and agricultural 
affairs, said, 'we have agreed to support 
staunchly the entrance of china into the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade, the 
GATT.' but she added, 'they are not ready 
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for admission right now. They have a long 
way to go. But their progress of moving 
toward a regime, an economic regime 
which would fit within the GATT context, I 
think, will move them along in the 
direction of more fair competition.' 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
62 Dec 5，1993 Trade dispute China has refuted a U.S. Treasury 
Department claim that it is manipulating its 
exchange rate to make exports cheaper, 
official media said over the weekend. 
Over the last few years, the government-
controlled yuan has steadily fallen in value 
against western currencies, and now stands 
at 5.79 to the dollar 
(U.P.I) 
63 Jan 7, 1994 Import quota An official at the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade and Economic Cooperation 
(MOFTEC) said Friday that China will 
'take appropriate retaliation' to a U.S. move 
to cut Chinese import quotas. 
The protest was lodged against action 
taken by U.S. Trade Representative 
Mickey Kantor in Washington on Thursday 
which will cut import quotas for Chinese 
textile products by 25 to 35% on January 
17. He said the move would cost China up 
to 1.4 billion dollars in lost sales. 
According to Kantor, some 2 billion dollars 
worth of Chinese textiles have been 
illegally shipped to the U.S. through up to 
25 third countries, usually with the ’Made 
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in China' labels removed and replaced by 
ones of the transshipping country. 
China exported 7.3 billion dollars worth of 
textiles to the U.S. in 1993，and 
accumulated a projected 23 billion dollar 
trade surplus with the U.S. 
Friday's People's Daily carried a front-page 
article quoting visiting U.S. Senator 
Bennett Johnston as saying it 'would be 
unthinkable to refuse China MFN status.' 
(Kyodo News Service) 
64 Jan 21,1994 Joint The eighth session of the sino-u.s. joint 
statement economic committee issued a joint 
statement here today, the full text follows: 
5. Secretary Bentsen welcomed china's 
decision to unify its exchange rates and 
improve importers' access to foreign 
exchanges as important steps on the road to 
GATT accession and to full convertibility. 
The united states expressed its staunch 
. support for china's achievement of 
contracting partner status on the basis of 
the memorandum of understanding on 
market access signed by the two countries. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
65 Feb 19, 1994 Negotiation China and the United States are to hold an 
eighth round of talks here next week on 
Beijing's application to rejoin the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
the Xinhua news agency reported Saturday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
66 Mar 24, 1994 The United States will not support 
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mainland China's membership in the World 
Trade Organization (WTO) unless it is sure 
that Beijing adheres to internationally 
recognized trade regimes, US Trade 
Representative Mickey Kantor said 
Wednesday. 
(Central News Agency) 
67 Apr 13, 1994 M The U.S. trade official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the United 
States wanted to strengthen the trading 
relationship with China, but only if 
outstanding problems like counterfeit 
goods and piracy could be solved. 
(The Associated Press) 
68 May 21,1994 Negotiation China is unlikely to rejoin GATT by the 
progress end of the year because it has too little time 
to meet all the obligations of membership 
by then, deputy U.S. Trade Representative 
Booth Gardner said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
69 Jul 14,1994 Negotiation The United States has told concerned 
progress contracting parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
that it will not support an early conclusion 
to the negotiations for mainland China's 
GATT accession, according to the US 
International Trade Commission (USITC). 
(Central News Agency) 
70 Jul 17，1994 IPR China hopes the visit here next month of 
US Secretary of Commerce Ron Brown 
will put Sino-US economic ties back on the 
fast track following the resolution of the 
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damaging MFN row, a senior trade official 
was quoted as saying Sunday. 
China and the United States came close to 
a trade war this year over the MFN issue, 
with Beijing threatening to retaliate if 
Clinton withdrew its preferential trade 
status because of human rights abuses. 
Despite the resolution of the MFN dispute， 
economic and trade ties are still marked by 
tension over the issues of intellectual 
property rights and China's re-entry into 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 
At the end of last month Washington, 
angered by widespread violations of US 
copyrights here, designated China as a 
priority foreign country under the US 
Trade Act's Super 301 provision. 
Shi Jianxin, deputy director general of the 
foreign trade ministry's American and 
Oceanian Affairs Department also stressed 
that China should be treated as a 
developing country when it gains 
readmission to GATT, and not as a 
developed nation as demanded by the 
United States. 
(Agence France Presse) 
71 Jul 22, 1994 IPR Differences over intellectual property 
rights protection, Beijing's readmission to 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) and -- most recently - over 
China's textile exports have come to the 
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fore in recent weeks, with US allegations 
drawing angry attacks from the Chinese 
side. 
(Agence France Presse) 
72 Aug 29, 1994 Transparency US Commerce Secretary Ron Brown 
of law launched an aggressive campaign in talks 
with Chinese officials here Monday for 
more open bilateral trade relations, but 
China's GATT re-entry remained a crucial 
sticking point. 
However, while reiterating US support for 
Chinese membership in GATT, Brown said 
certain criteria, including greater trade 
transparency and equal treatment for 
Chinese and foreign firms, have to be met. 
(Agence France Presse) 
73 Nov 1，1994 Lobbying Chinese Vice Premier Li Lanqing left here 
action from today for a 15-day visit to the United States 
China and a last-gasp effort to lobby for China's 
entry into the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) as a founding member. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
74 Dec 1, 1994 US found China's tariff reduction proposals to win 
China's offer admission to GATT "are seriously 
insufficient deficient," U.S. Deputy Trade 
Representative Charlene Barshefsky said. 
(AFF-Extel News Limited) 
T5 Dec 16，1994 IPR The US government bluntly warned China 
Friday that it faces trade sanctions and 
rejection of its bid to rejoin GATT if it fails 
to seriously crack down on intellectual 
piracy within the next two weeks. 
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(Agence France Presse) 
Te Dec 31, 1 9 9 4 T h e United States said Saturday it would 
slap trade sanctions on China unless 
Beijing moved by February 4 to halt the 
piracy of US compact discs, computer 
software and other copyright goods. 
China, which had threatened to launch a 
trade war if the United States acted in the 
copyright row, quickly announced it would 
take counter-measures against selected US 
industries and a range of US goods. 
(Agence France Presse ) 
77 Jan 20, 1995 IPR Senior representatives of the US recording, 
movie and software industries lambasted 
the Chinese government on Friday for 
lacking the political will to enforce 
intellectual property rights (IPR) 
protection. (Agence France Presse) 
78 Jan 21, 1995 China and the United States temporarily 
suspended last-minute trade talks to give 
Chinese officials time to persuade senior 
leaders to take tough action against 
copyright violations. 
Meanwhile, the Chinese leadership has 
said it would not return to negotiations in 
the near future on its application to join the 
new World Trade Organization (WTO). 
(Inter Press Service) 
^ Jan 29, 1995 IPR China and the United States were bracing 
themselves for a trade war after the 
collapse of talks on copyright and China 
accusing Washington Sunday of being 
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responsible for the failure of the 
negotiations. 
The U.S. had made more demands going 
beyond the copyright issue. "All this makes 
it impossible to continue the talks," the 
official Chinese news agency Xinhua 
quoted a spokesman as saying. 
Despite the failure of the talks on Saturday, 
U.S. trade envoy Mickey Kantor invited a 
Chinese delegation to visit Washington 
next week. However it was unclear 
whether China would accept the invitation. 
If no agreement is reached by the U.S. 
deadline of next week Saturday, 
Washington will impose sanctions. Kantor 
will then choose goods from the Chinese 
export list with a value of between one and 
two billion dollars and impose 100 per cent 
customs duties on them. 
China has emphasized that "we want no 
trade war" but said it would respond with 
similar sanctions including 100 per cent 
duties on various American products and 
an end to talks on U.S. automobile 
companies establishing joint ventures in 
China. (Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
^ Mar 1, 1995 ^ f ^ Washington hopes the recent Sino-US 
resume of accord on copyright piracy will help put 
negotiation bilateral negotiations on China's WTO 
membership back on track, US Assistant 
Secretary of State Winston Lord said here 
on Wednesday. 
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(Agence France Presse) 
81 Mar 2, 1995 Call for China poured cold water on a return to the 
resume of negotiating table over its accession to the 
negotiation World Trade Organisation (WTO), blaming 
refused by "exorbitant" US demands for the impasse, 
China in remarks on Thursday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
n Mar 8，1995 IPR China confirmed Wednesday that US Trade 
Representative Mickey Kantor is to pay a 
three-day visit to Beijing later this week, 
during which he will officially sign a Sino-
US agreement on copyrights. 
(Agence France Presse) 
83 Mar 13, 1995 Founder China will resume talks to join the World 
member, Trade Organization in April, with members 
developing of that group agreed that China may 
country qualify for easier entry requirements, U.S. 
status Trade Representative Mickey Kantor said 
Monday. 
He said the United States supported 
China's wish to join the WTO as a founder 
member and both countries agreed to be 
flexible and pragmatic in talks on the issue. 
The United States, however, said China's 
economy was too large and its exports too 
great for it to qualify as a developing 
nation (The Associated Press) 
84 Apr 11,, 1995 Trade Deficit ”The rising trade deficit is a concern. But it 
remains a U.S. objective for China to enter 
WTO on viable commercial terms," Garten 
said. 
(The Associated Press) 
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85 May 17，1995 Require Negotiations on Chinese membership of 
tougher the new World Trade Organization will 
conditions on resume in the second part of July, a key 
China WTO official said Wednesday. 
China wants to be admitted to the WTO as 
a developing nation as so gain better 
opportunities to export to other countries 
while making fewer concessions than an 
industrialized country - like cuts in import 
duties and equal treatment for foreign 
companies. 
The United States and Europe say China 
should have to meet tougher conditions 
because of its rapidly growing economy, its 
exports and plentiful cheap labor. 
(The Associated Press) 
86 Jun 27，1995 Political A Chinese government official Tuesday 
relation: Visit urged the United States to support Beijing's 
of Taiwan effort to obtain membership in the World 
President, Trade Organization (WTO) as one of three 
transfer of conditions for improving strained bilateral 
technology ties. 
Zhou Shijian, deputy head of the Research 
Institute of International Trade under the 
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, also called on Washington to 
send a special envoy to Beijing and lift 
restrictions on technology transfer to 
China. 
In an interview with Kyodo News Service, 
he said the three steps are necessary for 
soothing China's rancor incurred by the 
. p. 174 
Case no. Date Topic Details of Event (Sources) 
recent visit to the U.S. of Taiwanese 
President Lee Teng-hui, although he 
stressed it is an individual opinion. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
87 Jul 17, 1995 Political Sino-US relations are at their lowest since 
relation the establishment of diplomatic ties in 
1979，due to Beijing's fury over Taiwanese 
President Lee Teng-hui's visit to the United 
States in June and Washington's anger over 
the arrest on espionage charges of US 
human rights activist Harry Wu. 
(Agence France Presse) 
88 Jul 17, 1995 Lobbying Leaders of the European Textile and 
action in US Apparel Organization and the American 
for tough Textile Manufacturers Institute urged their 
conditions of respective government negotiators Monday 
China's to insist on stringent conditions for China's 
accession entry into the new World Trade 
Organization. 
(U.RL) 
89 Jul 27, 1995 Permanent The informal consultations on china's entry 
MFN issue into the wto continued today with a 
decision to include in the draft accession 
protocol an article proposed by china 
ensuring its rights to enjoy unconditional 
most-favored-nation (mfn) treatment after 
it joins the wto. 
Washington argued that the decision was 
taken to keep in line with its 1974 domestic 
trade act which made it a rule to review the 
mfn status for "non-market economies" 
once every year. Unconditional mfn is one 
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of the key principles of the wto 
agreements, while the US. decision means 
that even after china accedes to the wto, 
the united states would not grant mfn 
treatment to china unconditionally. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
90 Jan 30, 1996 Lobbying US Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman 
action from arrived here Tuesday to lobby for greater 
agricultural access to the Chinese market for US farm 
sector products ~ a crucial issue in bilateral talks 
on China's entry to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 
(Agence France Presse ) 
91 Mar 16, 1996 Accuse from Chinese finance minister Liu Zhongli and 
China US treasury secretary Robert Rubin today 
met privately to discuss major economic 
issues including Beijing's bid to join the 
world trade organization (wto). Liu 
criticized the u.s. for erecting obstacles to 
china's accession to the wto, the minister 
told reporters after the meeting. He made it 
clear to Rubin that china, as a developing 
nation, could not accept the US. demand 
that it fulfills criteria as a developed 
economy. 
(Agence France Presse) 
92 Mar 21, 1996 China's China's ambassador to international 
negotiation organizations in Geneva on Wednesday 
attitude expressed a pessimistic view of China's bid 
to join the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) this year, due to the political 
pressures from the presidential election in 
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the United States. 
Wu Jianmin told a small group of reporters 
at the Chinese mission in Geneva that he 
does not expect WTO acceptance of China 
this year, since the U.S. administration will 
not be able to show any flexibility toward 
China in an election year. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
^ May 9, 1996 ^ Just days before U.S. Assistant Trade 
Representative Lee Sands arrives in 
Beijing amid escalating tension over 
intellectual property rights, Beijing warned 
it would retaliate if the Clinton 
administration went ahead with punitive 
sanctions. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
^ May 1 5， 1 9 9 6 I P R The United States announced Wednesday 3 
billion dollars' worth of preliminary 
sanctions against Chinese exports to 
America in retaliation for Beijing's failure 
to satisfactorily protect U.S. intellectual 
property rights. 
The sanctions will affect about 2 billion 
dollars in textile and apparel imports from 
China, 500 million dollars in consumer 
electronics and 500 million dollars in 
consumer goods. The tariffs on these items 
are to be raised to 100 per cent in 30 days. 
If China fails to respond to U.S. demands 
for intellectual property rights protection, 
the tariffs required by the trade sanctions 
will be imposed beginning June 17. 
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In Beijing, the Chinese foreign ministry 
said it had no choice but to "safeguard state 
sovereignty and national dignity" and 
respond with counter-retaliatory measures, 
Xinhua news agency reported. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
95 Jun 18, 1996 IPR China said Tuesday the conclusion of a 
Sino-US deal on copyright abuse should 
improve bilateral relations and called on 
the United States to lift its objections to 
Chinese membership of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 
(Agence France Presse) 
96 Jun 29, 1996 IPR The top Democrat, Representative Richard 
Gephard, Democratic Minority Leader in 
the Republican-led House, in the House 
of Representatives wants to block China's 
entry into the World Trade Organization 
until it fully protects intellectual property 
and lives up to other promises. 
• (Agence France Presse) 
97 Sep 19, 1996 Dispute over The United States on Thursday warned 
agricultural China that its membership in the World 
market Trade Organization would be "impossible" 
access unless it lifted barriers on agricultural 
trade. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Oct 10，1996 Negotiation The U.S. and China failed this week to 
ended overcome differences blocking China's 
fruitlessly accession to the WTO, an U.S. trade 
official said. 
"We didn't break any new ground" during 
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J J 
three days of discussions between U.S. and 
Chinese delegations, he said. 
Describing Chinese trade policy as "very 
protective," she said that while China sells 
a third of its exports to the U.S., China 
accounts for only 2 pet of U.S. exports. 
Acting U.S. Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky insisted that China must 
expand market access for foreign goods 
before it can join the WTO. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
99 Oct 22,1996 Preparation A new U.S. negotiator on China's 
for new accession to the World Trade Organization 
meetings (WTO) is in Beijing for a week of 
preparatory talks for expected meetings 
later this month in Geneva, officials said. 
Lee Sands, assistant U.S. trade 
representative, arrived yesterday for talks 
with Long Yongtu, vice minister at the 
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, ministry officials said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
100 Nov 21,1996 Trade deficit U.S. trade officials said Friday they are 
optimistic about progress in talks with 
China on its possible membership in the 
World Trade Organization, but are 
concerned that America's ballooning trade 
deficit with China is complicating the 
issue. 
(Associated Press) 
101 Nov 21, 1996 Pressure The Journal of Commerce reported that as 
from President Clinton gets set to meet Chinese 
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congress President Jiang Zemin, "congressional 
leaders moved swiftly this week to assert 
their role in shaping US trade policy 
toward that nation. In three separate letters 
to the Clinton Administration, top 
lawmakers from both parties sought to lay 
down minimal conditions for China's 
admission to the World Trade 
Organization. 
Four members of the Senate Finance 
Committee warned President Clinton that 
China must not be granted the lengthy 
transition periods to dismantle its trade 
barriers that the WTO normally extends to 
poor, uncompetitive economies. They 
insisted that US standards for admitting 
China to the WTO not be lowered to 
pursue non-trade policy goals 
(Bulletin Broadfaxing Network, Inc) 
102 Dec 10，1996 Lobbying China's admission into the World Trade 
actions from Organisation (WTO) should be blocked 
workers until Beijing agrees to end rampant labour 
group abuses, workers' groups demanded 
Tuesday 
Their record on human and trade union 
rights is certainly among the bottom of the 
league, if they had a league of that sort," 
said Bill Jordan, chief of the International 
Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU). 
(Agence France Presse) 
Feb 7, 1997 US The United States has detected an 
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optimistic of improvement in talks with China on its 
prospects for admission to the World Trade Organization 
progress and is now "very optimistic" on prospects 
for progress, a US trade official disclosed 
Friday. 
"We've made progress, there seems to be a 
change in tone ... (and) things are very 
optimistic," said Martha Cheng, Chinese 
affairs specialist at the office of the US 
Trade Representative. 
But she also told the Bankers' Association 
for Foreign Trade: "To date the Chinese 
have offered very little. We're being 
flexible and pragmatic." 
She said that US and Chinese negotiators 
would meet in Geneva later this month or 
early March, with the United States hoping 
that Beijing will bring new tariff-cutting 
offers to the table. 
(Agence France Presse) 
104 Feb 12,997 US welcome New Commerce Secretary William Daley 
China's new on Wednesday termed "extremely 
offer encouraging" new market-opening 
proposals being put forward by China in its 
bid to join the World Trade Organization. 
The new offers were made verbally when a 
U.S. trade team led by Assistant U.S. Trade 
Representative Lee Sands met with 
Chinese officials last week in Beijing. 
China indicated in those sessions with U.S. 
officials and in separate meetings with the 
European Union and Japan that it would 
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offer to change current laws that require 
investors in China to export the vast 
majority of the goods that they produce 
and other laws that protect state-run 
industries from foreign competition. 
(The Associated Press) 
105 Feb 28，1997 Draft of A multilateral working group is expected 
Protocol to begin drafting a protocol for China's 
accession to the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) when it convenes in Geneva next 
week, a U.S. congressional source said 
Thursday. 
With persistent objections among U.S. 
lawmakers, however, a final protocol is 
unlikely to emerge until a meeting takes 
place between Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin and U.S. President Bill Clinton, the 
source said. 
The drafting process for China's accession 
to the Geneva-based world trade body has 
been suspended for some two years 
because of copyrights and other trade 
disputes. 
'Probably the most difficult thing they're 
having with this protocol thing is 
determining the phasing in of the various 
issues that are run by the WTO； the source 
said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
106 Mar 6，1997 US found The United States Thursday said progress 
China's offer had made been in talks on China's 
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incomplete admission to the World Trade Organization 
but insisted Beijing must still make 
specific pledges on market access. 
"We have seen some progress during the 
WTO talks this week with regard to 
China's commitment to meaningful market 
reforms, particularly in the area of trading 
rights, which are critical to addressing our 
market access concerns," said US Trade 
Representative-designate Charlene 
Barshefsky. 
A US trade official, speaking on 
background, later told reporters that many 
of China's trade offers "are somewhat 
incomplete." 
(Agence France Presse) 
107 Mar 20, 1 9 9 7 ~ C o n g r e s s S T A T E M E N T O F C O N G R E S S M A N 
wanted a say DAVID E. BONIOR (D-MI) "CONGRESS 
in China's SHOULD HAVE A SAY IN CHINA WTO 
accession DECISION": 
Congress has constitutional authority over 
trade. We have a constitutional 
responsibility to carry out that authority. 
And we should have a say in this decision. 
(Federal Document Clearing House, Inc) 
108 Apr 17，1997 Chinese Vice Premier Li Lanqing pledged 
Thursday that his country would continue 
on the course of economic reforms but said 
that China should still be considered as a 
developing country up till the year 2010. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
109 Apr 28, 1997 Negotiation China and the United States are optimistic 
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progress they can finish difficult negotiations on 
Beijing's entrance into the World Trade 
Organization in time for a presidential 
summit this fall. Both Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and Chinese Foreign 
Minister Qian Qichen, who kicked off 
three days of meetings in Washington that 
will include a White House parley 
Wednesday with President Clinton, struck 
upbeat notes on the prospects for 
concluding the talks after more than two 
years 
(UPI) 
110 May 20，1997 Negotiation Talks between China and the United States 
progress, on Beijing's bid to join the World Trade 
trade deficit. Organization entered their fourth day 
developed Tuesday with prickly market-access issues 
country dominating, trade sources said, 
status Facing protectionist forces in Congress and 
a ballooning trade deficit with China, 
‘ Washington is pushing for Beijing to open 
its market wider to foreign products. 
It also says terms of China's WTO entry 
should be under those granted to developed 
countries. 
But China insists that it be given a longer 
transition time to meet WTO regulations, 
claiming it falls within the developing-
country category. 
(Agence France Presse) 
111 May 21,1997 Linking Senate Finance Committee chairman 
permanent William Roth said he favours granting 
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MFN to China permanent most favoured nation 
China's trading status on condition that China 
accession offers a commercially viable accession 
package to the WTO. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
112 Jun 5, 1997 Market A leading U.S. representative Thursday 
access said that if the Chinese continue to 
discriminate against American products, 
the United States should slap a special 
tariff on all Chinese imports. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
113 Sep 22, 1997 Market United States has to date opposed Beijing's 
access, trade accession to the Geneva-based trade body 
deficit on grounds that the Chinese have not done 
enough to open their domestic market to 
foreign ~ and in particular US ~ goods. 
US officials repeatedly attribute a large US 
trade deficit with China to closed markets 
there. 
(Agence France Presse) 
114 Oct 2, 1997 Market Commerce Secretary William Daley on 
access Thursday called Chinese barriers to US 
goods "unacceptable" as he prepared for an 
eight-day mission to China to press for 
market-opening measures. 
"The lack of growth of US exports to 
China is something we find unacceptable," 
he told a press briefing. 
(Agence France Presse) 
115 Oct 7, 1997 Trade deficit US Commerce Secretary William Daley 
said a wide range of Chinese barriers to 
foreign goods and services - including 
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distribution controls, import licenses and 
special product standards - are responsible 
for the U.S. trade deficit with China, 
expected to reach a record $ 44 billion this 
year. 
(The Associated Press) 
116 Nov 4, 1997 Discontent Expressing frustration over the results of 
from last week's U.S.-Chinese summit, 
Congress Republican leaders and some Democrats 
are moving to apply congressional pressure 
on China to improve its human rights and 
trade policies. 
Sanctions proposed in the various bills 
include banning prison labor products from 
U.S. markets; banning U.S. travel for 
Chinese officials who engage in religious 
persecution and who force women to have 
abortions for population control; adding 
U.S. human rights monitors in Beijing; 
banning U.S. trade with companies 
controlled by the Chinese military and 
denying below-market rate international 
loans to China 
(The Associated Press) 
117 Dec 1 0，1 9 9 7 M a r k e t China has told the United States that it 
access on wants an agreement on its bid to join the 
service and World Trade Organization (WTO) by May 
agricultural when the Geneva-based world trade body 
sector holds its summit for member nations, a 
White House official said Tuesday. 
But he noted that Washington still 
maintains its tough stance that Beijing 
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make more bold offers to open its markets 
in services and agricultural products to 
pave the way for U.S. agreement on 
China's 'commercially meaningful' entry 
into the WTO. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
118 Jan 29, 1998 US comment US Barshefsky said much more work 
on China's needs to be done for China to become a 
accession member of the WTO 
The rising trade deficit, the role of state-
owned enterprises in China's economy, the 
uncertain shape of current reform efforts 
and a weak legal regime are but a few of 
the many reasons why 
This position is untenable," Barshefsky 
said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
Feb 12,1998 The Asian crisis could make it more 
difficult for China to comply with market 
access issues that are part of the conditions 
I for its membership of the WTO, said 
Sandra Kristoff, senior director for Asia for 
the White House National Security staff. 
While praising China's decision not to 
devalue its currency, Kristoff told a panel 
at the Pacific Basin Economic Council 
meeting that measure could also limit its 
options when dealing with the impact of 
the Asian financial crisis. 
"Chinese industries will push for greater 
protection... And it is highly unlikely that 
China will be able to make the kind of 
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market access (adjustments) needed for the 
WTO," Kristoffsaid. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
120 Mar 4, 1998 Service and China has made "important progress" in 
Agricultural recent months toward membership in the 
sector as World Trade Organization, US Trade 
accession Representative Charlene Barshefsky said 
obstacle Wednesday. 
However she maintained that "we have 
seen less progress on the services side, and 
less progress on the agriculture side." 
(Agence France Presse) 
121 Mar 12，1998Negot ia t ion The United States and China today ended 
progress two days of talks on Beijing's bid for 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) 
membership, with the US saying China's 
goal was still distant. 
Deputy US Trade Representative Richard 
Fisher said the Chinese proposal on 
manufactured goods was incomplete 
‘ because it lacked a line-by-line account for 
tariffs. 
(^AP Information Services Pty. Ltd.) 
122 Apr 27, 1998 Lobbying the American commerce community in 
action for china began Monday its annual lobbying in 
MFN the united states for china's permanent 
most favored nation(mfn) trade status with 
a hope for weaker opposition from 
congress 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
123 May 26, 1998 Alleged Republicans have urged to put president 
technology Clinton's china trip off until investigations 
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transfer of an alleged technology transfer to china 
are concluded. However, Clinton stressed 
Tuesday that postponement of the trip 
would be a mistake. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
124 Jun 16’ 1998 US call for U . S . T r a d e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h a r l e n e 
tariff Barshefsky will visit Beijing on 
reduction Wednesday for trade talks and lay the 
groundwork for President Bill Clinton's 
trip to China next week, a senior U.S. 
government official said Monday 
Barshefsky is also expected to urge Beijing 
to draw up specific plans to reduce tariffs 
to expedite its admission to the information 
technology agreement (ITA), the official 
said 
(Kyodo News Service) 
125 Jun 20, 1998 Negotiation U S T r a d e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h a r l e n e 
progress Barshefsky and Chinese officials failed to 
blocked by resolve wide differences Saturday in talks 
service and on China's entry to the World Trade 
agricultural Organisation (WTO), a US spokesman said 
sector The bottom line is China must open its 
markets more fully to more agricultural 
products, industrial and consumer goods 
and services," US Trade Representative 
Charlene Barshefsky’ s official spokesman 
Ziegler said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
126 Jun 22, 1998 Trade deficit US trade statistics showed a 49.78 billion 
dollars deficit with China last year but 
China's ambassador to Washington Li 
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Zhaoxin said June 14 that the figures were 
"definitely exaggerated". 
Chinese statistics, which do not include 
products shipped through Hong Kong, 
showed the deficit stood at "only" 16.39 ‘ 
billion dollars. 
(Agence France Presse) 
127 Jun 24, 1998 Comment While market access is improving, "U.S. 
from US- agricultural producers and distributors face 
China a formidable array of tariff and non-tariff 
business barriers." 
council Other areas where progress needs to be 
made includes expanding and liberalising 
trading and distribution rights, reducing 
tariffs and phasing out all non-tariff 
measures that are not justified under WTO 
provisions, the US-China business council 
said. 
(Extel Financial Limited) 
128 Jun 26, 1998 Agricultural China's fresh proposal to join the World 
sector Trade Organization broke no new ground 
in opening its agricultural market to U.S. 
imports, a senior Clinton administration 
official said Friday 
(Associated Press) 
129 Jun 29, 1998 Negotiation There was no breakthrough in the talks 
progress here between the U.S. and China on the 
terms for China joining the WTO despite 
new offers from China in the finance and 
telecommunications sector, a spokesman 
for the U.S. Trade Representative said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
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130 Jul 1, 1998 Linking In a speech dedicated on U.S .-China trade 
MFN to relations, Clinton clearly linked the 
China's prospect of the United States granting a 
accession permanent most-favored-nation (MFN) 
trading status to China with its accession to 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
(Kyodo News Services) 
131 Oct 15, 1998 Urge for rule The US Chamber of Commerce Thursday 
of law urged China to embrace the principles of 
open trade and competition and improve its 
investment environment. 
The chamber's president and chief 
executive officer Thomas Donahue told the 
local American Chamber of Commerce at a 
dinner that China's trade relations with the 
United States were still unbalanced 
US businessmen also wanted China to be 
far more aggressive in institutionalising the 
rule of law and to eliminate onerous 
licensing procedures, he said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
m Jan 29,1999 Call for tariff The United States and other WTO 
cut, trade members have urged Beijing to move 
deficit faster in cutting tariffs and opening 
markets, particularly in finance and 
services, to foreign competition. 
Last week, U.S. Trade Representative 
Charlene Barshefsky warned that with the 
trade deficit with China averaging more 
than $ 1 billion a week - $ 52.9 billion in 
the first 11 months of 1998, a 15.5 percent 
increase over the same period of 1997 -
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trade friction was likely to grow 
(Associated Press) 
133 Feb 5, 1999 Market USA (2/5，Al, Miller) reported the United 
access States "is considering shifting its trade 
policy toward China from the carrot to the 
stick." Administration officials' current 
China strategy of using entry in the WTO 
in return for China opening its markets, 
"may be nearing the end of its usefulness. 
If the United States doesn't achieve a trade 
breakthrough during Chinese Prime 
Minister Zhu Rongji's visit here in April, 
some US officials are ready to move 
toward a more confrontational approach 
using threats of sanctions as sticks." US 
Trade Representative Christine Barshefsky 
said 
(Bulletin Broadfaxing Network, Inc) 
134 Feb 26,1999 Propose for House Democratic Party leader Richard 
Congressiona Gephardt said Friday he will introduce 
1 apjDroval for legislation requiring Congressional 
China's approval before the United States changes 
accession course and backs China's WTO admission. 
"Congress must not abdicate its 
Constitutional duty to review this issue," 
Gephardt said. 
A spokesman for Gephardt said the 
initiative in part reflected concerns that the 
entrance requirements for China might be 
eased so a deal can be struck ahead of 
Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji's visit 
here in April. 
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(Agence France Presse) 
135 Mar 4, 1999 US demand Wrapping up what she called the most 
for more constructive talks with Beijing in months, 
market U.S. Trade Representative Charlene 
access Barshefsky said today that China made 
progress in its bid to join the World Trade 
Organization but significant differences 
persist 
She said many of the demands the Clinton 
administration has made over the last six 
years remained sticking points - greater 
access for agricultural and industrial 
products and to the service sector. Several 
issues were not even discussed, although 
"important progress" was made overall, she 
said. 
(The Associated Press) 
136 Mar 17，1999 Alleged The White House and US lawmakers 
stealing of differed Tuesday on whether China's 
US nuclear alleged stealing of US nuclear secrets 
secrets could affect talks on its entry into the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). 
(Agence France Presse) 
137 Mar 17, 1999 l l ^ The U.S. government's ban on the Hughes 
government's satellite deal has affected normal trade 
ban on the relations between China and the U.S., said 
Hughes Shi Guangsheng, China's Minister of 
satellite deal Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation, 
according to the March 13 
JinrongShibao[China Financial Times]. 
(ChinaOnline LLC) 
138 Mar 18, 1999 Trade deficit Commerce Secretary William Daley said 
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the growing U.S. trade deficit with China 
is becoming politically unsustainable, and 
warned that time is running out for China 
to open up its markets. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
The Information Technology Association 
action from of America (ITAA), in a recent letter to the 
ITAA United States Trade Representative 
Ambassador Charlene Barshefsky, 
expressed concern over the ~onditions of 
China's acceSSIon to the World Trade 
Organization. 
ITAA said that unless conditions are 
created and met by China, U.S. companies 
providing value-added and information 
technology services in China might be 
subject to new regulations and restrictions. 
ITAA's recommended that China meet four 
conditions before accession: 
- agreement to open the 
telecommunications market for enhanced 
and basic services, and adherence to the 
principles of WTOs' Basic 
Telecommunications Agreement; 
- agreement to open and liberalize the 
value-added servIces market, within a 
timef~ame not to exceed five years; 
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- agreement to continue to permit the 
provision of IT services without restriction 
by foreign firms and under an expanded 
definition~ 
- and agreement to adhere to other IT-
related WTO commitments 
(Business Wire, !nc) 
US steel Bauer, one of the leading critics of giving 
industry Most Favored Nation (MFN) trading status 
to the Chinese, has been a highly vocal 
opponent of the Clinton Administration's 
efforts to help the Chinese government 






"American steel workers and their families 
have long been victims of the Clinton-Gore 
Administration's indifference to the 
problem of steel dumping," said Bauer. 
"While China's steel imports surged 65 
percent from December levels, the position 
of American steel workers has fallen 
dramati cally. 
(U.s. Newswire, Inc) 
He has long argued for liberalized world 
trade and pushed for China's entry to the 
World Trade Organization, but now Sen. 
Pat Roberts says U. S. agriculture is being 
shortchanged In negotiations with the 
Asian nation. 
Roberts warned In a letter to President 
Clinton that Congress would requlfe 
assurance that China will tear down trade 
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barriers, adhering to the same standards for 
admission as other nations, before backing 
its 13-year bid for WTO status. 
(The Associated Press State & Local Wire) 
Senator Chuck GrassIey has introduced a 
action from bill to give Congress an opportunity to 
Senator 
Lobbying 
review the tenns under which China might 
be admitted to the World Trade 
Organization. "My legislation IS about 
making sure American agri9ulture is not 
sold-out in a political deal that lets China 
into the WTO before Chlna guarantees 
market access and agrees to the tenns 
spelled out in our multilateral trade rules," 
Grassley said 
(Federal Document Clearing House, Inc) 
Forty-eight US legislators have sent a letter 
action from to President Bill Clinton urging a tougher 
US stance with Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji in 




Separately, Senator Craig Thomas of 
Wyoming, a Republican and chainnan of 
the Senate subcommittee on East Asian 
and Pacific affairs, warned that any WTO 
deal must win congressional support. 
(Agence France Presse) 
"Our foreign policy IS being driven by 
trade considerations. Rather than basing 
diplomatic decisions on national security 
and support for human rights, we are 
chasing dollars," Republican presidential 
contender Gary Bauer added the leading 
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critic of the Clinton administration's 
zealous desire to have Beijing join the 
WTO. 
(Central News Agency) 
Lobbying The Semiconductor Industry Association 
actions for (SIA) welcomed today's announcement 
China's 
accesSIon 
that the United States Trade Representative 
(USTR) and China have made significant 
progress toward China's accession to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) on 
commercially viable tenns. 
"Our industry would very much like to see 
China join the WTO when a commercially 
viable agreement IS reached. Such an 
agreement should increase V.S. exports 
and help expand China's market for 
American semiconductor companies. We 
are looking forward to reVIeWIng the 
package announced today in its entirety as 
soon as the details are released," said SIA 
President George Scalise. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
US Grain The following was released today by the 
Council 
welcome 
U.S. Grains Council: 
"It's great news for V.S. feed grains, and 
China's offer something the Council has been working 
to\vard for a long time," says Kenneth 
Hobbie, president and CEO, about 
President Clinton's announcement that the 
United States has agreed to terms allowing 
U.S. support of the People's Republic of 
China's bid to join the World Trade 
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Organization. 
(U.S. Newswire, Inc.) 
Agreement President Clinton and Premier Zhu 
reached over recognIze the complexity of WTO 
agricultural acceSSIon negotiations. In this regard, 




on market access for agricultural and 
industrial goods as well as a wide range of 
services sectors, as set out in Attachment 1, 
but that certain matters remain to be 
resolved in banking, including consumer 
auto finance, as well as securities and 
audio visual services. 
(U.S. Newswire, Inc.) 
"As the leading D.S. export sector, the 
actions for high-tech industry has enormous interest in 
China's having China take on the obligations of 
acceSSIon WTO membership," stated William T. 
Archey, President and CEO of AEA. "We 
are pleased by Barshefsky's announcement 
that President Clinton and Premier Zhu 
reached agreement on many issues of key 
interest to the D.S. high-tech sector, and 
AEA looks forward to studying the details 
of the agreements." Key issues include 
rapid implementation of the Information 
Technology Agreement, full participation 
in the WTO's Basic Telecommunications 
Services Agreement, and rules on trading 
rights, technology transfer and offsets, 
treatment of state enterprises, and 
subsidies. 
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(PR Newswire Association, lnc) 
Negotiation The United States and China agreed 
progress 
Lobbying 
Thursday to conclude their talks on the 
World Trade Organization membership 
issue by the end of this year, marking a 
high point of Chinese Premier Zhu 
Rongi's ongoing visit to the United States. 
(Fhe Associated Press) 
AMWAY ASIA PACIFIC APPLAUDS 
CHINA COMMITMENT TO REMOVE 
ALL RESTRICTIONS ON DIRECT 
SELLING Hong Kong: April 9, 1999 --
Amway Asia Pacific Ltd. (NYSE: AAP; 
ASX; AMW) applauded the announcement 
from the U.S. Government that China has 
made a commitment, as part of 
negotiations for a World Trade 
Organization (WTO) accession agreement, 
to remove market access restrictions on 
direct selling, including the ban on direct 
selling, by January 1, 2003. Although the 
ban on direct selling is currently 
(Australian Associated Press) 
The Wall Street Journal's Washington Wire 
action for reported the Business Roundtable "fire off 
China's letters to lawmakers, attaching its poll 
acceSSIon showing support for letting China into the 
World Trade Organization." On Tuesday, 
"20 corporate bigwigs, including AlG's 
Hank Greenberg and Boeing's Phil Condit, 
will start a face-to-face blitz on Capitol 
Hill." A " top target: GOP Senate Leader 
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Lott, who has opposed any deal." Backers 
“wil l be steadily pounding Congress 'on 
the benefits of an agreement� says one 
business official." Business leaders "also 
knock Clinton and his aides for putting off 
signing a deal when Chinese Premier Zhu 
visited last week." 
(Bulletin Broadfaxing Network, Inc) 
152 Apr 14, 1999 Lobbying Zhu has also been boosted by support from 
action for farmers and business leaders in Denver and 
China's Chicago, who were obviously enthusiastic 
accession about China's concessions on importing US 
wheat, citrus, and meat. 
In Chicago, he called on business leaders 
to put pressure on Congress to push 
through a deal on WTO for China. 
Otherwise, he warned, "there are other 
continents and countries in the world, so I 
advise you to grasp this opportunity." 
(Agence France Presse) 
153 Apr 16，1999 ^ ^ T h e Clinton administration last week 
nuclear declined to formally endorse China's bid 
secrets for membership in the 134-member WTO, 
fearing Congress is in no mood to ratify a 
trade deal with China amid allegations that 
it stole U.S. nuclear secrets in the mid-
1980s. 
But Clinton has been criticized by business 
executives and some lawmakers for that 
decision. On Tuesday, Republican Sen. 
Frank Murkowski of Alaska accused 
Clinton of "political cowardice." Many 
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business groups, meanwhile, expressed 
worry that China may withdraw a 
sweeping offer to open its vast markets to 
U.S. companies. 
(AAP Information Services Fty. Ltd) 
154 Apr 19, 1999 Senate Senate F inance”Commit teecha i rman 
support William Roth said failure to secure a 
China's WTO deal with China would be an 
accession "enormous blunder" not only for the 
economic well-being of the U.S. but for its 
political and security interests as well. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
155 Apr 19, 1999 L o b b y i n g T h e America Chamber of Commerce 
action for called on the US Congress and President 
China's Bill Clinton's administration to clear 
accession hurdles to Beijing's long-coveted WTO 
membership. Next month it will underscore 
its position with its annual "Washington 
Doorknock" tour to lobby for a deal. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
156 Apr 21, 1999 Negotiation China and the U.S. are set to resume 
progress bilateral talks tomorrow on China's 
prospective accession to the World Trade 
Organisation, Chinese trade officials said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
157 Apr 21, 1999 Lobbying The International Association ^ 
action Machinists and Aerospace Workers (lAM) 
against warns the Clinton Administration that it 
China's will oppose any World Trade Organization 
accession (WTO) accession agreement with China 
that does not provide for the recognition 
and effective enforcement of 
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internationally recognized labor standards 
and other human rights. 
(PR Newswire Association, Inc) 
158 Apr 22，1999 Lobbying A delegation of senior members of the 
action for American Chamber of Commerce in Hong 
China's Kong (AmCham) will travel to Washington 
accession DC this weekend to pledge the support of 
the American business community in Hong 
Kong for China's accession to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
159 May 5，1999 L o b b y i n g T h e 19 U.S. insurance companies with 
action for licenses to operate in China or with offices 
China's there are urging President Clinton to 
accession conclude trade negotiations with the 
world's largest nation and asking both the 
president and Congress to support China's 
entry into the World Trade Organization. In 
a letter to congressional leaders, 19 
insurance executives reiterated their 
commitment to working with the federal 
government to ensure that China becomes 
a WTO member. 
(AM. Best Company, Inc.) 
160 May 1 0，1 9 9 9 N A T O The U.S. has postponed all official visits to 
bombing China, including the visit of Under 
Secretary of State for East Asian Affairs 
Stanley Roth, following the accidental 
NATO bombing of the Chinese Embassy in 
Yugoslavia, an U.S. embassy spokesman 
said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
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161 May 19, 1 9 9 9 S u s p e n s i o n A planned May 16-17 visit by chief U.S. 
of talks negotiator Robert Cassidy to Beijing was 
scrapped. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
162 May 25, 1999 Alleged The administration of President Bill 
nuclear Clinton said Tuesday the release of a 
secrets congressional report alleging widespread 
Chinese espionage on U.S. nuclear 
technology will not damage trade 
negotiations with China. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
163 Jun 7，1999 Research The House Ways and Means subcommittee 
report on on trade released a Congressional Research 
impact of Service study today showing that WTO 
China's membership for China would add billions 
accession on of dollars to the US economy 
US Among the findings is that a reduction in 
Chinese tariffs would generate $11.6 
billion in additional US exports and $2.4 
billion in increased US investment in 
I China 
(Bulletin Broadfaxing Network’ Inc) 
164 Jun 10, 1999 Lobbying US administration officials and business 
action for leaders urged Congress on Tuesday to back 
China's President Bill Clinton's decision to renew 
accession trade ties with China despite spying 
allegations and human rights concerns. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
165 Jun 8, 1999 Lobbying Boeing Co. chairman Phil Condit said 
action for China's entry into the World Trade 
China's Organization would benefit American 
accession businesses by forcing Beijing to abide by 
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accepted rules of international commerce. 
(The Associated Press State & Local Wire) 
166 Jun 8, 1999 Lobbying Steve Van Andel, Chairman of direct 
action for selling giant Amway Corporation and a 
China's member of the U.S. Chamber of 
accession Commerce Board of Directors Executive 
Committee, today urged the House of 
Representatives Ways and Means 
Committee's Trade Subcommittee to 
normalize trade relations with China on a 
permanent basis in the context of China's 
entering the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) on commercially viable terms 
(Newswire Association, Inc) 
167 Jun 11, 1999 US ready to The Financial Times reported the US "is 
reach a swift ready to reach a swift agreement on 
agreement China's admission to the World Trade 
Organisation if Beijing returns to 
negotiations with the same offer President 
Bill Clinton rejected in Apri l , William 
I Daley, US commerce secretary, "said in 
Paris that a deal could be done in two 
weeks if China renewed its earlier offer." 
But "if Beijing returned 'with a whole new 
script,' the talks would 'go back to square 
one 
(Bulletin Broadfaxing Network, Inc) 
168 Jul 19, 1999 US call for A senior U.S. trade official will visit China 
negotiation next week, hoping to persuade the 
resumption government to resume trade negotiations it 
suspended in anger over NATO's bombing 
of the Chinese Embassy in Yugoslavia, a 
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U.S. official said Monday. 
David Aaron, an undersecretary of 
commerce, will be the first U.S. official 
since the May 7 bombing to make a trip to 
Beijing that is not directly related to the 
attack. 
(Associated Press) 
169 Aug 2,1999 NATO China's acceptance of (USDollar) 4.5 
bombing million in compensation for victims of the 
US bombing of its Belgrade embassy 
confirms a recent upturn in Sino-American 
relations. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
170 Sep 8, 1999 Resume Chinese president Jiang Zemin said today 
negotiation He had already begun direct negotiations 
with United States President Bill Clinton 
over China's admission to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 
(Associated Press) 
171 Sep 17,1999 Accession U.S. Senate Republican majority leader 
progress Trent Lott said he believes there is simply 
not enough time • administratively 
speaking - for Congress to give the go 
ahead to China's WTO membership. 
"First, you've got to have an agreement, 
then a final document. Congress would 
have to get it, [then] we'd have to have 
hearings on it," Lott said. ”This Congress 
is only going to be around another couple 
of months, at the most. The year is ending. 
So it would be very hard." 
(ChinaOnline LLC) 
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JtZ Sep 23，1999 Negotiation US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
progress on Thursday warned her Chinese 
counterpart that time was running out if 
Beijing wished to enter the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) this year. 
(Agence France Presse) 
173 Sep 25,1999 US demand Chinese trade minister, Shi Guangsheng, 
more left Beijing Saturday to resume bilateral 
concessions negotiations with the United States on 
after China's accession to the World Trade 
negotiation Organization，state press reported 
resumed To the disappointment of many US 
businesses, the United States refused to 
accept a WTO package put forward during 
an April trip to Washington by Chinese 
Premier Zhu Rongji. 
Sources close to the talks say the United 
States wants to insure Zhu's April 
concessions remain on the table, while 
China has complained the United States is 
‘ continuing to raise demands on market 
access, especially in the area of financial 
services and the telecom industry 
(Agence France Presse) 
m Sep 27，1999 US push The United States will push Beijing for 
China for more concessions on trade regulations 
more Monday when bilateral negotiations 
concessions resume on China's accession to the World 
Trade Organization, US officials say. 
(Agence France Presse) 
175 Sep 30, 1999 US push Digging in for difficult trade negotiations 
China for with China, Clinton administration 
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more officials said on Wednesday they would 
concessions not make concessions or scale back US 
demands for access to Chinese markets in 
order to bring Beijing into the World Trade 
Organisation this year. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
176 Sep 30, 1999 Lobbying U.S. semiconductor industry executives at 
action for a technology development seminar this 
China's week said they will bring China into the 
accession World Semiconductor Council and 
expressed support for China's entry into the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). 
(CMP Media, Inc) 
T ^ Oct 6, 1999 US's list of During the Fortune Global Forum in 
China's Shanghai last week, Long reportedly said 
concessions the U.S. should amend mistakes in its 
unrecognized version of the list, which had 'much 
by China embarrassed China' after its April 8 
publication. 
Diplomatic sources said disputed areas 
include China's insistence that Zhu's list 
had offered a 25% drop in automobile 
tariffs by 2008, not 2005 as stated by the 
U.S. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
178 Oct 11, 1999 Congress In the midst of the heated debate over 
voice against Mainland China's entry into the World 
accession Trade Organization (WTO), US 
Republican Congressman Tom Campbell 
expressed strong opposition to China's 
admittance, saying that it would have a 
negative impact on America's industry and 
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global competitiveness, and would 
ultimately hurt the American consumer 
(Central News Agency) 
179 Oct 13, 1999 Negotiation Top-level U.S. negotiators will head to 
progress Beijing later this month to try again to 
reach an agreement to lower China's trade 
barriers to American products, a 
prerequisite to U.S. endorsement of that 
nation's bid for membership in the World 
Trade Organization. 
(Associated Press) 
180 Oct 24, 1999 Negotiation Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji and US 
progress Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers 
concluded talks here Sunday without 
significant progress on China's accession to 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
(Agence France Presse) 
181 Nov 12, 1999 Negotiation U.S. and Chinese trade negotiators met for 
progress a third day today but failed to reach an 
agreement that would help China join the 
‘ World Trade Organization, a Western 
diplomat said 
(Associated Press) 
182 Nov 15，1999 Lobbying US textile manufacturers on Monday 
action sharply criticized a US-China accord on 
against Beijing's admission to the WTO, warning it 
China's would cost them thousands of jobs and 
accession billions of dollars. 
For them, an agreement by Washington to 
eliminate quantitative quotas on Chinese 
textile and apparel imports by 2005 -
rather than 2010 as the United States had 
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initially wanted ~ will be devastating 
(Agence France Presse) 
Source: Lexis-and-Nexis 
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Table 5: China ’s position and other related issues 
Case no. Date [Topic I Details of Events (Sources) 
1 Mar 4, 1986 Developing~~ T h ^ ~ C h i n e s e m i n i s t e r o f foreign 
countries' economic relations and trade Zheng 
interest Tuobin comments that The United States 
and other developed countries have 
unfairly restricted imports of textiles 
from developing countries while 
accepting them from developed nations. 
(The Associated Press) 
2 Jun 18, 1986 Protest a g a i n s t ^ ~ ~ J i a d o n g , c h i n a ' s ~ p e r m a n e n t 
protectionism representative to the united nations office 
at Geneva, said international protectionist 
pressures show no sign of declining, but 
instead keep increasing. Agricultural 
trade frictions are intensifying, and trade 
restrictions have notably expanded in the 
textiles sector. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
3 Jul 15, 1986 Developing China stressed in its communication that 
country status it expects to receive treatment "equivalent 
to that accorded to other developing 
nations." Some GATT members 
reportedly want to accept China as a 
centrally planned socialist economy 
rather than as a developing country. 
(The Associated Press) 
4 Jul 19，1986 China's Communist china's pricing system on its 
pricing system products is considered irregular, and it 
could pose problems for the general 
agreement of tariffs and trade it if were 
allowed to join the organization, 
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according to the French daily le figaro. 
(Central News Agency) 
5 Sep 15, 1986 Protectionism Uruguayan president Julio Maria 
Sanguinetti opened the ministerial 
meeting of the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT) today, urging the 
world body to curb protectionism 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
6 Oct 28, 1986 Protectionism China comments that protectionism hurts 
world trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
7 Dec 4, 1988 Chinese vice-minister pledges to 
accelerate Uruguay round negotiations. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
8 Dec 5，1988 Taiwan On the status of Taiwan in the GATT, 
problem China's vice-minister of economy and 
foreign trade Shen Jueren said that only 
after the restoration of the china's status 
in the GATT is solved can the issue of 
Taiwan as an independent tariff area be 
‘ recommended by the Chinese 
government for the GATT's 
consideration. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
9 Dec 6, 1988 International Chinese vice minister of economy and 
fear of threat foreign trade Shen Jueren said that china 
form China would never threaten other GATT 
signatory countries in textiles trading, 
because china's textile trade volume 
accounts for only a small percentage of 
the world's total. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
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10 Dec 8, 1988 Developing Shen Jueren also expressed the hope that 
countries' the developed countries could give a 
interest positive response to suggestions offered 
by the developing countries regarding 
negotiations on the textile problem, Shen 
pointed out that protectionism has not 
been reduced, although the international 
trade has grown in the past two years. 
Barriers to the competitive goods from 
the developing nations have been on the 
rise. (Xinhua News Agency) 
11 Dec 9，1989 Amendment of China's national people's congress will 
sino-foreign amend some articles of the sino-foreign 
joint venture joint venture law next year to facilitate 
law growing foreign investment. Gu Ming, 
vice-chairman of the law committee of 
the national people's congress (npc), 
announced the planned changes at a 
meeting held here today to discuss 
foreign trade laws. 
- (Xinhua News Agency) 
12 Sep 9’ 1990 A Chinese delegation will go to Geneva 
next week hoping to persuade GATT to 
begin negotiations on the country's 
readmission to the world trade body. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
13 Dec 4, 1990 Developing Vice foreign trade minister Shen Jueren, 
country status today told the ministerial meeting of the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade 
(GATT) that protectionism was still a 
main obstacle to progress in the world 
economy, this was especially so in the 
.. p.212 
Case no. Date Topic Details of Events (Sources) 
case of the developing nations. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
14 Mar 30, 1991 Foreign trade Some members of Congress have 
system reform suggested removing China's "most 
favored nation" trade status to protest its 
human rights record. 
China declared that they would not make 
the commitment to abolish subsidies for 
all exports. 
(The Associated Press) 
15 May 2，1991 Call for China wants Japanese help in becoming a 
Japan's member of the general agreement on 
support tariffs and trade (GATT), Chinese 
premier Li Peng told former Japanese 
prime minister Noboru Takeshita on 
Thursday 
Li also told Takeshita that china would 
like Japan's assistance to improve its 
relations with the west. 
(Kyodo news service) 
16 May 20, 1991 China set up a research institute to study 
international trade rules and help the 
country rejoin the GATT 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
17 Nov 12,1991 Call for The Chinese trade minister on Tuesday 
Japan's called for Japan's support for his country 
support to speedily join the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT), a Japanese 
government official said Tuesday. 
Watanabe replied that Japan welcomes 
china's participation in GATT if Beijing 
is ready to fulfill the required obligations. 
.. p.213 
Case no. I Date Topic Details of Events (Sources) 
He told Li that china must convince a 
GATT membership panel of a 
commitment to first liberalize its 
economy. 
The Japanese official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said the 
obligations include further cuts in export 
subsidies and internal protection, and 
improving the transparency of china's 
trade-related legislation. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
Ts Nov 21，1991 Call for EC China ^ c ^ administrative 
support interference in its imports in order to join 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), Chinese Premier Li Peng 
has said. 
Last month, Li asked European 
Commission President Jacques Delors to 
support Beijing's application to join 
GATT, saying China's economic reform 
policy and progress in recent years 
should enable it to do so. 
(Agence France Presse ) 
19 Dec 8, 1991 Publicize trade China said Sunday it would publicize 
policy trade policies in an effort to bring its 
practices into line with the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
while announcing an eight-billion-dollar 
trade surplus to November. 
(Agence France Presse) 
20 Dec 25, 1991 Economic Chinese premier Lie Peng urged all the 
reform economic and trade departments to 
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deepen the reform of economic and trade 
system, open up more international 
markets and expand foreign trade, during 
his meeting with the participants to the 
national meeting on economy and trade 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
21 Jan 19, 1992 Tariff Gu Yongjiang, vice-minister of foreign 
reduction economic relations and trade said that 
china is also willing to further adjust its 
trade tariffs to meet the requirements of 
GATT principles on multi-lateral trade. 
The country cut the import tariffs on 40 
kinds of commodities in 1991 and has, so 
far this year, cut the import tariffs on 
another 225 kinds of products. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
22 Feb 19, 1992 Economic China hopes to normalize trade relations 
reform with the united states and regain its status 
in the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade (GATT) to further contribute to 
I world trade, according to Li Lancing, the 
minister of foreign economic relations 
and trade. He said. Since 1991, the 
country canceled government subsidies to 
exports and the official exchange rates for 
renminbi and convertible foreign 
currencies are very close to market 
adjusted rates. Its export system is 
basically under macro control, with much 
less government interference. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
23 Mar 1, 1992 Import China, scrambling to qualify for 
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Restriction membership in the world trade body 
GATT and ease trade friction with 
Washington, vowed Sunday to abolish 
import-regulating duties and trim its list 
of products subject to import licensing. 
Other promised reforms include 
promulgation of a Foreign Trade Law and 
Anti-Dumping Law, publication of secret 
rules on foreign trade and abolition of 
import substitution as a tool of regulating 
imports, the official China Daily 
reported. 
"We hope China can regain its GATT 
status this year and I am pretty optimistic 
about it," the China Daily quoted Li 
Zhongzhou, the foreign trade ministry's 
chief of GATT affairs as saying. 
(U.RL) 
24 Mar 11,1992 Import export The ministry of foreign economic 
regulations relations and trade (mofert) is to 
- publicize another group of internal 
documents about import-export 
regulations, sources told Xinhua. In the 
past three months, mofert already made 
public 32 such documents. To improve 
transparency is important step china is 
taking to further step up the reform in its 
foreign trade system. Observers here 
believe that, beginning from this year, 
china is to quicken the reform in the 
foreign trade system, the imports 
managing mechanism in particular, in 
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line with the international norms 
regulated by the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT). In fact, the 
trend to quicken reforms emerged early 
last year. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
25 Mar 16, 1992 Import barrier China has pledged to abolish a key 
import barrier, the so-called adjustment 
tax, but said tariffs for automobiles and 
some other heavily taxed goods would 
rise sharply to protect Chinese 
companies. 
Elimination of the adjustment tax, 
scheduled for April 1，would reduce the 
actual tax rate to 62 percent on 16 kinds 
of commodities, the official Economic 
Information Daily reported Sunday. 
Nonetheless, regular customs tariffs will 
rise in compensation to "protect a few of 
the country's newly built-up industries," 
. including makers of automobiles and 
video cameras, the report said. 
(U.RL) 
26 Mar 26, 1992 In the process of transforming the 
operational mechanism of enterprises, 
Chinese minister Chen John said the 
government would pay attention to the 
bearing abilities of workers and take a 
range of measures to maintain their living 
standard. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
27 May 17, 1992 Foreign trade T h e f o r m u l a t i o n ^ c h i n a ' s t o 
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_ law comprehensive foreign trade law is 
accelerated to meet the country's 
demands in its opening to the outside 
world. Now the debates on the 
preliminary draft of the new law which 
touches on a wide spectrum of issues 
were going on among the drafters. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ May 22’ 1992 Trade Beijing put forward several proposals to 
liberalization liberalize its trade regime, Massey said, 
including further reducing the number of 
products needing import licenses and 
gradually cutting import tariffs raised 
after 1988. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
May 26,1992 Vice-minister of foreign economic 
relations and trade Tong Zhiguang said 
there are both political and economic 
reasons for the fact that china has not yet 
regained its position as a signatory 
member of the GATT. A major economic 
reason, he went on, lies in the fact that 
china launched a retrenchment program 
in 1988 to cool down its overheated 
economy, which triggered the suspicion 
among some the western industrialized 
countries about china's determination to 
further its reform. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
30 May 30,1992 China said Saturday it was ready to 
extend protection to European copyrights 
and patents under the same terms as in an 
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agreement signed with the United States 
in January. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Under the accord, which also covers 
computer software and sound recordings, 
China said it would join two international 
copyright agreements, the Bern 
Copyright Convention and the Geneva 
Phonograms Convention.) 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Jun 1, 1992 vice premier premier Tian thanked 
Norway for its support for the resumption 
of china's membership in the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade as a 
signatory. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
32 Jun 4,1992 China cherishes the Danish government's 
support for china's application for 
membership of the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jun 22, 1992 IPR Chinese legislators will discuss a new patent 
designed to improve protection of intellec 
property at the nine-day meeting of the stanc 
committee of the national people's congress(r 
which begins tomorrow. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
34 Jul 1，1992 rPR The Chinese parliament has approved 
Beijing's long-awaited accession to 
international conventions on protecting 
copyrights, state television reported on 
Wednesday. 
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The National People's Congress (NPC) 
Standing Committee passed motions for 
China's membership in the Beme 
Convention for the Protection of Literary 
and Artistic Works and the Universal 
Copyright Convention, the television 
said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
35 Jul 24, 1992 Export China is to reform the administration of 
regulations export commodities which was done 
according to their category, and most 
goods will become open to free 
management apart from a few under 
centralized control. This was included in 
overall plan china released today for 
speeding up reform and opening in the 
field of foreign economic relations and 
trade, the plan says that the national 
import and export corporations will no 
longer be responsibilities for coordinating 
the management of some commodities, 
reflecting the principle of separating 
government from business 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
36 Jul 31,1992 IPR China joined a 40-year-old international 
copyright agreement on Friday, honoring 
a pledge it made to the United States to 
strengthen protection of international 
property rights 
(The Associated Press) 
37 Jan 21,1993 Economic China will deepen the reform of its 
reform foreign trade and economic system in 
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order to continue improving bilateral and 
multilateral foreign trade and economic 
relations and promote the process of 
resumption of china's status in GATT. the 
ministry of foreign economic relations 
and trade (mofert), will formulate eight 
rules this year on the basis of the 
'provisional rules on administration of 
export commodities', said Zhou Jie, a 
mofert spokesman, at a press conference 
yesterday. According to the provision, 
there are 138 products subject to state 
control in the aspects of quota and 
license, 52 percent less than a few years 
ago. Fundamental changes have been 
introduced into the export trading system, 
and the practice of dividing export 
commodities into several categories has 
been abandoned. With the exception of 
16 crucial commodities, the export of 
which is handled by the state-designated 
companies, all other export commodities 
are handled by foreign trade companies 
on the basis of business autonomy and 
responsibility for their own profits and 
losses, Zhou said. He said china has 
eliminated all import substitution lists 
and will not subject any product to import 
substitution requirements in the future. In 
1992 china abolished import regulatory 
tax and reduced import duties first on 225 
products and then on 3,371 products, 
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bringing down the general level of tariffs 
by 7.3 percent, the spokesman said. Last 
year the country further liberalized 
policies on foreign investment in china. 
More areas were opened to foreign 
investment, including all inland 
provincial capital cities, five cities along 
the Yangtze river and 13 inland border 
cities. These cities apply the same 
preferential polices for attracting foreign 
investment as are available to open 
coastal cities, he said. More economic 
sectors have been opened to foreign 
involvement. Particular note is that 
banking, retail, real estate and tourism 
have been gradually opened to foreign 
participation after experiments. China has 
also issued special rmb shares; namely b 
shares, overseas, sino-foreign joint stock 
companies have been set up. more power 
. to approve foreign investment has been 
delegated to local governments, and 
procedures for approving foreign 
investment have been simplified and 
restrictions on business scope, and import 
and exports have been reduced, he said, 
in 1992 china's foreign trade volume hit 
165.63 billion u.s. dollars, up 22.1 
percent over 1991, the spokesman said. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
38 Feb 1, 1993 Human right China has recently released two political 
prisoners as a goodwill gesture to the new 
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administration in Washington, western 
diplomatic sources said Monday, while 
officials in Germany said one other 
would be released soon. 
They said Wang Xizhe, 43, a leader of the 
ill-fated 1979 "Democracy Wall" 
movement for greater democracy, and 
economist Gao Shan, 37, a former 
advisor to Chinese Communist Party 
Secretary General Zhao Ziyang, who was 
ousted in 1989, were paroled within the 
last few weeks. 
(Agence France Presse) 
39 Apr 15, 1993 Foreign China is to take measures to expand 
investment foreign investment in china in accordance 
with the requirements for establishing a 
socialist market economy, the country 
will widen the areas for foreign 
investment, adopt more flexible measures 
and continue to improve the investment 
. environment to provide foreign investors 
with more convenient conditions and 
adequate legal protection, said Wu Yi, 
newly-appointed minister of foreign trade 
and economic cooperation. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
40 Apr 17，1993 China will send a high-level mission led 
by Wu Yi, new minister of foreign trade 
and economic cooperation (moftec), later 
this month to attend the 12th session of 
the china-ec joint committee on trade and 
economic cooperation in Brussels. 
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The impending meeting is also expected 
to discuss china's bid to resume its status 
as a contracting member of the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT), 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
41 May 6, 1993 Import China has drawn up plans to gradually 
liberalization phase out its controversial import permit 
system within six years and give foreign 
companies greater access to its vast 
market, a pro-Beijing newspaper reported 
today. 
The newspaper Wen Wei Po said China's 
cabinet has endorsed a specific program 
to gradually lift the restrictions between 
1993 and 1996. 
From December 31，1993, Beijing will 
lift import permits for various items 
including steel products, black and white 
photographic film, fruit, coffee, civilian 
aircraft and 34 types of assembly line will 
^ be lifted, it said. 
One year later, permits for wine, beer, 
refrigerators, washing machines, oil, 
tobacco products, computer hardware and 
some chemical substances, among others, 
will be abolished. 
From December 31, 1995, import 
restrictions on spirits，photocopiers and 
automobile chassis will follow suits. 
Followed one year later by those for 
agricultural pesticides and carbonic acid. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
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42 May 26, 1993 Agricultural China is pledging to abide by whatever 
sector agricultural rules emerge from the 
Uruguay Round of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
provided GATT lets China rejoin the 
world trade body. 
Chinese foreign trade official Gu 
Yongjiang told GATT officials 
yesterday (Tuesday) in Geneva that China 
is not seeking any special exemptions for 
its agricultural trade. Gu promised a 
detailed report by July on the status of 
Chinese agriculture, including its 
subsidies for farmers. 
(U.RL) 
43 Jun 19’ 1993 Counterfeit The Chinese government has long been 
trying to clamp down on makers of poor 
quality products and counterfeit goods, 
but it seems to be fighting a losing battle. 
This goal has become even more urgent 
now because of China's long pending 
application to join the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 
Western nations are pushing China to 
conform to international standards before 
joining GATT. 
(Inter Press Service) 
44 Jun 27, 1993 Currency After years of promising, China has 
exchange finally put a time limit on abolishing its 
system confusing and often unfair dual currency 
exchange system. 
According to Sunday's China Daily 
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Business Weekly, China committed itself 
to introduce a single exchange rate 
system within five years at last month's 
14th session of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) working 
party on China. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
45 Jun 30, 1993 Account New accounting regulations will go into 
method effect throughout China on Thursday in 
an effort to bring the outdated accounting 
methods of China's state-planned 
commodity market in line with 
international market practices. 
Western governments, especially the 
United States, have long demanded that 
China take on a more transparent form of 
accounting and have made it a 
prerequisite for China's rejoining the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). (Kyodo News Service) 
46 Jul 17, 1993 Chinese premier Li Peng has called for 
efforts to create china's own famous-
brand products in a bid to raise its 
competitiveness in the world market, in 
an article carried in the latest issue of 
'china top brands' magazine, Li said that 
quality is the main factor determining 
whether a product wins or loses in the 
world market 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
47 Jul 18，1993 Foreign China is looking at new guidelines for 
investment foreign investment to bring its practices 
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in line with the rules of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
it was reported Sunday. 
Jiao Sufen, Director General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Co-operation's foreign investment 
administration, said top priority would be 
given to restructuring investment policies 
according to GATT requirements, but 
acknowledged much work needed to be 
done. 
(Agence France Presse ) 
48 Jul 19，1993 China called China Monday asked Japan to support its 
for Japan's bid for membership of the general 
support agreement on tariffs and trade. 
(Jiji Press Ltd) 
49 Aug 5, 1993 IPR In a bid to bring protection of intellectual 
property rights in line with international 
standards, China has set up specialized 
tribunals to handle such cases, a court 
official said Thursday. 
The intellectual property trial chambers 
of the Beijing Supreme People's Court 
and the Beijing Intermediate Court were 
set up in July to promote fair market 
competition, a sound investment 
environment and the development of 
economic, scientific and cultural 
exchanges, said Tang Zhanyun. 
(Agence France Presse) 
50 Sep 14,1993 Currency swap China will establish a headquarters in 
center Shanghai to introduce a uniform system 
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for the country's foreign currency swap 
centers which are currently determining 
the yuan's exchange rates independently, 
a high-ranking Chinese official said 
Tuesday. 
The central State Administration of 
Exchange Control in Beijing currently 
determines the official exchange rate for 
the yuan. 
Aside from the official rate, however, the 
foreign currency swap centers, which 
operate in the nation's major cities, 
determine foreign currency exchange 
rates, mainly for business purposes, 
within a fluctuation range stipulated by 
the Beijing authorities. 
But China, with an eye to joining the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), wants to unify the determination 
of the yuan's exchange rate. 
The plan to establish a headquarters for 
foreign currency swap centers is the first 
step of the unification process, according 
to the official. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
51 Sep 28, 1993 China's offer china is prepared to submit very soon its 
schedules of concessions in the 
agricultural and non-agricultural goods in 
order to push forward the Uruguay round, 
which china is attending, 'the offer in the 
agricultural goods will include 800 tariff 
lines, and the offer in the non-agricultural 
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in china, in a bid to further open the 
service industry considered necessary for 
the country to regain membership in the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
55 Nov 14, 1993 Tax reform China is to cany out a series of new 
reform measures in taxation starting from 
next year, according to today's 'china 
daily', all domestic enterprises, with no 
regard of their ownership, will pay a 
unified tax rate of 33 percent, regulatory 
taxes on large state enterprises - i n 
addition to a compulsory 55-percent levy 
on their revenue -would be eliminated, 
said yang Congchun, deputy head of the 
state tax administration (sta). china 
originally planned to apply the uniform 
tax rate this year, but was prevented from 
doing so by the country's chaotic 
financial situation. 
. (Xinhua News Agency) 
56 Nov 16, 1993 Tariff China announced tariff reductions by 
reduction more than three percentage points in an 
apparent bid to boost foreign trade and 
meet a Dec. 31 deadline imposed by the 
United States to improve market access, 
official media reported Tuesday. 
China's General Customs Administration 
said the decision to cut tariffs on almost 
3,000 categories of imported goods was 
taken by the Tariff Commission under 
orders from the State Council, China's 
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highest governing body, the state-run 
China Daily said. 
On Dec. 31’ average tariff rates are 
scheduled to drop from the current 39.9 
percent to 36.4 on some 2,898 types of 
imported goods, or about half the nation's 
imports, the dispatch said. 
(U.RI.) 
^ Nov 1 8 , 1 9 9 3 ~ T a r i f f Beijing's top GATT negotiator has 
reduction pledged China's willingness to open its 
markets, pointing to its latest tariffs cuts 
as a contribution to the successful 
conclusion of deadlocked world trade 
talks. 
The 8.8 percent tariff reduction on some 
2,898 imports, to come into effect on 
December 31, will also help China's 
application to resume its status as a 
contracting member of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
Vice Foreign Minister of Foreign Trade 
and Economic Co-operation said 
Wednesday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
58 Nov 28, 1993 Exchange rate China has made its clearest commitment 
yet to unifying its exchange rates next 
year, with a senior financial official 
quoted Sunday as saying the step would 
"definitely" be taken. 
"The country will seek to set up a single 
manageable floating exchange rate 
system base on the market by next year," 
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Bank of China Internationa� Finance 
Institute deputy director Tao Liming told 
the China Daily Business Weekly. 
(Agence France Presse) 
59 Dec 22, 1993 W Chinese authorities have dealt with more 
than 2,500 cases involving intellectual 
property rights this year, as applications 
for patents and disputes over violations 
soared, it was reported Wednesday. 
Patent offices have mediated on 1,400 
disputes while Chinese courts have ruled 
on 1,171 cases involving patent 
violations, the China Daily said, adding 
the number of applications for patent 
rights is expected increase by 16 percent 
over last year to 75,000. 
Overseas application will account for 
some 14 percent of the total, the report 
quoted the director general of the patent 
office of China Gao Lulin as saying. 
Gao pledged at a national conference on 
the issue that China would observe all the 
requirements agreed in the recently 
completed Uruguay round of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
on intellectual property rights protection. 
(Agence France Presse) 
60 Dec 29’ 1993 Exchange rate China announced Wednesday the long-
awaited unification of its dual currency 
system and the phasing of its quirky 
foreign exchange scrip beginning Jan. 1. 
"China is to introduce a new floating 
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exchange rate system from Jan. 1，1994," 
the People's Bank of China announced 
via the official Xinhua news agency. 
(U.P.I) 
61 Dec 30, 1993 Import tax of China will lower its sky-high automobile 
automobile import tax from a top rate of 220 percent 
to as low as 110 percent starting January 
1. 
Chinese officials say the State Council, 
China's cabinet, approved the new tariff 
cuts in an effort to meet GATT admission 
requirements and to control the huge 
number of smuggled cars now on the 
roads. 
(U.RL) 
62 Dec 31, 1993 Exchange rate China published an exchange rate for its 
unification currency of 8.7 yuan to the dollar on 
Saturday, a 33 percent devaluation that 
brings the official rate in line with swap 
market rates. 
. With its action, the government abolished 
the former two-tiered foreign exchange 
rate system, under which banks issued 
special scrip to foreigners at an official 
rate of 5.8 to the dollar while approved 
businessmen could exchange currency at 
state-run swap markets that reflected 
market conditions. 
(The Associated Press) 
63 Jan 1, 1994 China's offer China”intends t o a c c e p t a s p e c i a l 
safeguard against its exports as a 
precondition to joining the General 
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- • • Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
a Tokyo economic newspaper reported 
Saturday. 
Under a special safeguard clause 
proposed by the United States, GATT 
members would be entitled to restrict 
Chinese exports that threaten domestic 
industries because of excessive volumes, 
the newspaper said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
M Jan 3, 1994 Currency Beijing scrapped its dual-rate currency 
system system and floated the yuan at 8.7 to the 
dollar, a devaluation of 33 percent from 
the official rate of 5.8 to the dollar. 
Under a managed float system, the initial 
unified rate was set according to the 
average dollar price Friday at foreign 
exchange swap markets. The central bank 
will adjust the level daily according to the 
previous day's swap market average. 
The move, hailed by officials as a 
positive step for China's application to 
rejoin the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, was welcomed by foreign 
business circles. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Jan 14, 1994 Insurance China is considering the possibilities of 
sector allowing more overseas insurance 
companies to set up branches in coastal 
areas and special economic zones, official 
sources disclosed here today, under the 
plan, which has yet to be ratified by the 
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“ ~ state council, overseas firms would be 
permitted to operate foreign-related 
insurance business in china, but they can 
only settle their accounts in foreign 
currencies, the move represents china's 
bid to meet the challenge of restoring the 
general agreement on tariffs and trade 
(GATT). 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jan 23,1994 New to China's new tax system, which took 
system effect on January 1, will not hurt the 
interests of overseas investors, according 
to today's business weekly of 'china 
daily', 'the new package has culled out the 
undesired elements while preserving the 
favorable treatment for overseas 
investment enterprises，' said Dong 
Shukui, deputy director general of the 
foreign tax department at the state 
taxation bureau, he said that for more 
than 70 such firms operating in china, 
their tax burdens will be unaffected or 
even pared, tax rates for refrigerators, air-
conditioners and video cassettes, for 
instance, will drop by at least 10 percent, 
while those for electric fans and watches 
will be down more than 15 percent, 
companies that see a rise in their tax 
burdens will get rebates within five years, 
provided they were set up before the end 
of 1993，said dong. he explained that 
foreign investment enterprises are now 
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- ‘subject to taxes in only 10 categories: 
enterprises' income, added value, 
consumption, business, real estate, 
vehicles, stamp, resources, added value 
of land and animal slaughtering, all these 
tax items, except income，apply to 
domestic enterprises as well, he noted, 
'the nationwide uniform tax system has 
allowed domestic and foreign businesses 
to compete on an equal footing,' dong 
said, under the former unified industrial 
and commercial tax that bound only 
foreign investment enterprises, they were 
subject to higher taxes on 94 of the 141 
industries and products it covered, the 
paper cited the official as saying. Dong 
said that the new tax system would help 
clear the way for china to resume its 
contracting party status in the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jan 28,1994 China hopes to restore its signatory status 
in the general agreement on tariffs and 
trade (GATT) six months before the 
agreement reached in the Uruguay round 
of world trade talks comes into effect, a 
high-ranking Chinese trade official said 
here today. 
One of the difficulties facing the work is 
that some major signing parties' high 
demands exceed china's economic ability, 
Gu said. Gu expressed his hope that the 
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~ major signing countries will actually 
support china's effort. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Feb 21,1994 National China is to abolish the "specially 
investment designated city" status of eight provincial 
policy capitals in a move towards standardizing 
national investment policies in line with 
GATT, an official said Monday. 
Guangdong province's capital 
Guangzhou, Jiangsu's Nanjing, 
Liaoning's Shenyang, Heilongjiang's 
Harbin, Jilin's Changchun, Hubei's 
Wuhan, Shaanxi's Xian and Sichuan's 
Chengdu are to lose the designation, 
Song Qun of the State Planning 
Commission said, but was unable to give 
a firm date for the move. 
"The rights of economic administration at 
the provincial level will be maintained. 
It's only a change in name, everything 
else is the same," Song Qun of the State 
Planning Commission said, painting the 
move as part of broader experiments to 
deepen municipal reform and standardize 
the rights of provincial capitals. 
Progress towards standardizing national 
investment policies is one of the 
preconditions China must meet to rejoin 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Mar 6, 1994 Foreign trade China is to pass its first foreign trade law 
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— this month to promote the development 
of unified national policies to facilitate 
the country's re-entry to GATT, the China 
Daily said Sunday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
JO Mar 13，1994 Foreign China is set to announce major trade ‘ 
exchange liberalization measures to pave the way 
reform for GATT re-entry, including changes in 
the crucial area of import tariffs，a senior 
government official was quoted as saying 
Sunday. 
Long Yongtu was quoted by the China 
Daily Business Weekly as saying that 
details of the "significant measures" 
would be announced during the 16th 
session of the GATT Working Party on 
China to be held in Geneva March 15-18. 
"We will also make new commitments to 
foreign exchange reforms" said Long, 
who left for Geneva Saturday as general 
secretary of the Chinese delegation. 
(Agence France Presse) 
71 Mar 15,1994 Economic China took a further step Tuesday in 
reform becoming a member of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade by 
agreeing to reform its foreign exchange 
and tax laws as well as making progress 
in drafting its foreign trade laws. 
(U.RL) 
^ Mar 29，1994 China's offer China has set a target date of 1997 for the 
removal of import quotas and licenses, a 
move aimed at accelerating the country's 
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drive to rejoin the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, official media reported 
Wednesday. 
(U.RL) 
r^ Apr 3，1994 China's accuse China will only go so far to ensure its re-
on US entry into GATT and will revive import 
controls should its bid to rejoin the world 
body be rejected, a senior foreign trade 
ministry official was quoted as warning 
Sunday. 
"The bottom line is equal treatment," said 
the foreign trade ministry's deputy 
director for international relations, Li 
Longzhou, who stressed that China was 
not so desperate that it would pay any 
price for GATT membership. 
Li also accused some of China's major 
trading partners -- especially the United 
States ~ of using the GATT membership 
issue to extract unreasonable concessions 
from Beijing. 
(Agence France Presse) 
^ Apr 14, 1994 China's offer While admitting it might not be able to 
meet conditions for joining until 1996, 
China has stepped up its bid in recent 
months. 
The March move to end quota restrictions 
was the most recent in a series of 
decisions which would bring China's 
foreign trade regime into line with other 
GATT members. Previously it had 
promised to cut the number of products 
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needing licenses by two-thirds. 
About 50 import items, mainly capital 
goods including electronic and machinery 
products, are currently the subject of 
quotas or licenses. GATT demands that 
member nations reduce non-tariff 
measures, such as import licenses or 
quotas, to the lowest possible level. 
(U.P.I) 
75 May 10, 1994 Developing Chinese vice-premier Li Lanqing met 
country status here this afternoon with visiting director-
general of the general agreement on 
tariffs and trade (GATT) Peter 
Sutherland, they exchanged opinions on 
china's re-entry into GATT and some 
other issues of common concern. Li said 
that the future WTO should treat china as 
a developing country, and china should 
never accept the standards for developed 
countries. (Xinhua News Agency) 
76 May 25,1994 China's offer china announced here today a removal of 
licenses and quotas from another 195 
kinds of imported goods, china had 
abolished import licenses and quotas for 
283 kinds of goods from January 1, 1994. 
the announcement was made by Long 
Yongtu, assistant minister of foreign trade 
and economic cooperation 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
77 Jun 1, 1994 China called China's trade minister on Wednesday 
for Japan's called for Japanese support of China's bid 
help to become as early as possible a member 
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of the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), Foreign Ministry officials 
said. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
78 Jun 16, 1994 IPR the information office of china's state 
council released a white paper entitled 
"intellectual property protection in china" 
here today, the full text of the white paper 
follows. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
79 Jun 23,1994 Trade China plans to open its ports to foreign 
liberalization cargo handlers and let foreign-Chinese 
shipping ventures ply inland and coastal 
waterways, a Chinese minister was 
quoted Friday as saying. 
Communications Minister Huang 
Zhendong said the plan was part of 
China's bid to join the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the 
world trade body that China hopes to 
‘ reenter before the year's end, the official 
China Daily said. 
(Associated Press) 
80 Jun 23, 1994 IPR China will soon join two international 
copyright conventions —the beme 
convention for the protection of literary 
and artistic works and the universal 
copyright convention, a proposal on 
making such a decision was submitted for 
consideration by premier Li Peng to the 
26th meeting of the standing committee 
of the national people's congress (npc), 
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china's highest legislature, which opened 
here today. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
^ Jun 28, 1994 China's offer China abolished tariffs on 208 kinds of 
import commodities from the beginning 
of this month. Li Peng said china would 
further cut tariffs by negotiations with the 
GATT members concerned but stressed 
that as a developing nation it can only 
fulfill the obligations taking into account 
current economic conditions. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
82 Jul 10，1994 China warned China has thrown down the gauntlet in its 
for early bid to rejoin GATT, setting this month's 
membership Geneva meeting as the deadline for the 
world trade body to accept its package of 
concessions, a report said Sunday. 
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation official Li Zhongzhou issued 
a stem warning to Washington to stop 
. blocking Beijing's re-entry to the GATT, 
saying China would simply go its own 
way if the meeting starting July 29 
rejected its package, the China Daily 
Business Weekly said. 
"We would continue our economic 
reforms according to our own schedule 
and in our own interest," he said, 
insisting China would not become a 
second-class citizen in GATT by 
accepting unreasonable re-entry 
conditions. (Agence France Presse) 
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83 Jul 21, 1994 IPR China is to make copyright piracy a crime 
as part of the government's war against 
the practice, the official Xinhua news 
agency said Thursday. 
China's parliament "recently" decided to 
criminally punish copyright 
infringements in the country to fill a gap 
in the existing copyright law, the agency 
quoted Yu Youxian, director of the State 
Copyright Bureau, as saying. 
Deputy US Trade Representative 
Charlene Barshefsky warned in Beijing 
Thursday during two days of talks with 
Chinese Foreign Trade Minister Wu Yi 
and other officials, that China must show 
greater flexibility in its bid to rejoin 
GATT. 
While China has made progress in 
moving its trade regime into line with 
requirements laid down by the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
more needs to be done in terms of 
transparency, market access and 
intellectual property rights protection, she 
said. 
(Agence France Presse ) 
China must shut all 26 of its compact disc 
factories to stop rampant copyright piracy 
and avoid U.S. trade sanctions, a senior 
U.S. trade official said Thursday. 
(Associated Press) 
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84 Jul 28, 1994 China's In its toughest talk so far, China on 
discontent Thursday accused the West of setting 
over insatiable unacceptable conditions on Chinese entry 
demand into the main world trade organization 
and said it did not want membership at 
any price. 
Setting the scene for a negotiating battle 
within the 123-nation General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, a senior Chinese 
official rejected a list of demands made 
by the United States and other countries. 
"We will not barter away the fundamental 
interests of China for the sake of GATT 
membership," said Long Yongtu, an 
assistant trade minister. 
Long told an informal gathering of 
negotiators that China insisted on its right 
to enter GATT as a developing rather 
than an industrialized country. This 
would give it easier accession terms. 
Washington, in particular, wants tougher 
entry conditions to ensure China doesn't 
get easy trade advantages that would 
boost its own export drive while limiting 
access to imports. The United States 
alone had a trade deficit of dirs 20 billion 
in 1992 with China. 
(The Associated Press) 
85 Jul 31, 1994 Foreign trade China will take three years to establish a 
laws body of foreign trade laws in line with 
international norms as required by the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
p.244 
Case no. Date Topic Details of Events (Sources) 
(GATT), an official newspaper said 
Sunday. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
86 Aug 26,1994 China's export China's domestic firms must upgrade the 
sector quality of their export products in order 
to support China's bid to re-enter GATT, 
the country's top trade inspector was 
quoted as saying Friday. 
Tian Runzhi, director of the State 
Administration for Inspection of Import 
and Export Commodities (CCIB), said 
bringing export quality into line with the 
International Organization of Standards 
9000 (ISO 9000) was "vital" for the 
stable development of China's foreign 
trade. (Agence France Presse) 
87 Sep 16,1994 China's offer Long Yongtu, assistant minister of 
foreign trade and economic co-operation 
(moftec). long is to leave here Saturday 
for Geneva as head of a Chinese 
‘ delegation to attend the tenth round of 
sino-u.s. talks on china's re-entry into 
GATT. he said that re-entry into the 
multilateral trade body and becoming an 
original member of the future world trade 
organization are rights that china, a big 
country with a fast-growing economy and 
trade, cannot be deprived of. the package, 
which was submitted to GATT at the end 
of last month, will slash china's overall 
tariff level by 55 percent, far beyond the 
average 33 percent reduction pledged by 
.. P .245 
Case no. Date Topic Details of Events (Sources) 
other GATT parties during the Uruguay 
round negotiations, long said, he noted 
that the most important thing is that the 
package has promised to abolish all the 
non-tariff measures on the import of 
agricultural products and to bind the tariff 
rates in that sector.“ 
he added that china is making efforts to 
open up its banking and insurance 
businesses, the package has also provided 
a time-table to phase out non-tariff 
controls on the remaining 784 items，he 
said. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
88 Sep 19,1994 China's offer Seeking to improve its chances of 
rejoining the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, Chinese officials 
recently have established the country's 
first network to track violations of 
intellectual property rights, semi-official 
media reported Monday. The network 
focuses on copyright violations that may 
be happening on the state-level, cracking 
down on cadres who either are 
unwittingly or wantonly violating 
international laws, the semi-official 
China News Service reported. 
(U.RL) 
^ Oct 14, 1994 TO Rebounding from the latest U.S. assault, 
China announced Saturday a sweeping 
inspection of intellectual property rights 
protection to wipe out piracy and gain 
P .246 
Case no. Date Topic Details of Events (Sources) 
entry to the world trade body. The 
crackdown "should strengthen copyright 
protection of audio- visual products, 
computer software, books, journals, 
trademarks and patent rights," said Duan 
Ruichun, director of the State Council's 
Office of Intellectual Property Rights. 
(U.RL) 
90 Oct 26,1994 The booming Chinese city of Shenzhen 
bordering Hong Kong has launched a 
crackdown on pirated audio and video 
disks and tapes, the China-funded Ta 
Kung Pao newspaper said Wednesday 
(U.RL) 
91 Oct 30,1994 A senior official warned Sunday that 
China will lobby for support from the rest 
of the world if the United States attempts 
to block its re-entry into the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 
(U.RL) 
92 Nov 14,1994 China called Chinese minister of foreign trade and 
for Japan's economic cooperation Wu Yi called for 
support Japan's assistance in china's bid to rejoin 
the general agreement on tariffs and trade 
and become a founding member of the 
world trade organization that is to replace 
GATT. 
(Jiji Press Ltd.) 
93 Nov 21, 1994 China's offer China has decided to implement several 
liberalization policies in the 
communications and finance sectors 
commensurate with its joining GATT. 
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Specifically, it plans to open its 
communications market to foreign value-
added network (VAN) carriers. 
China also plans to liberalize its policies 
on foreign banking in China. For 
instance, foreign banks will be able to 
open new branches in 10 key cities 
within two years after the nation joins 
GATT. 
This is the first time that China has 
opened its communications sector to 
foreign firms in a full-fledged manner. 
But key businesses, in which foreign 
firms are showing the most interest, 
such as basic telephone and mobile 
communications services, will be 
excluded from the market-opening 
measures. 
(Post-Newsweek Business Information 
Inc.) 
94 Dec 7,1994 Textile export China has stepped up its clampdown on 
illegal textile exports as the threat of 
limited U.S. trade sanctions loomed, an 
official newspaper reported Tuesday. 
Trade ministry officials announced they 
have punished five textile exporters for 
transhipping their products via third 
countries to get around United States 
import quotas, the state-run China Daily 
said. 
(U.RL) 
95 Dec 8, 1994 China warned China has threatened to abandon all its 
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96 Dec 9,1994 
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to abandon offers to open markets to the West if the 
previous offers United States persists in blocking its 




(Agence France Presse) 
China's tariffs on imported cars will be 
lowered to between 15 and 20% in three 
to five years once it joins the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
a Hong Kong newspaper said Friday, 
quoting a Chinese official. .' 
(Kyodo News Services) 
Export quota China, in a last ditch bid to boost its 
chances of rejoining GATT this year, 
announced Sunday it would expand 
bidding for export quotas to enhance 
trade transparency and fairness, a report 
said. (Agence France Presse) 
Bank sector Several foreign banks will soon be able to 
liberalization open branches in Beijing, a top executive 
at the Chinese central bank said on 
Monday, but he contradicted an official 
news report that the branches could 
operate only with a Chinese partner. 
At the moment, there are about 130 
foreign-funded banks in China, operating 
In 13 cities, including Shenzhen, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou and Dalian. But in 
Beij ing, the government only allows 
representative offices to be opened. 
In an unusual step, Di Weiping, deputy 
director of the foreign affairs department 
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at the People's Bank of China denied a 
report carried by the official news agency 
Xinhua, which said foreign banks would 
only be allowed to open a Beijing branch 
provided this took the form of a joint 
venture with a Chinese partner. 
(Agence France Presse) 
99 Jan 17，1995 Tariff cut In moves geared at facilitating entry into 
the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
China said Tuesday it will cut tariffs on 
246 import items and also introduce 
measures to prevent domestic firms from 
dumping products overseas through 
excessive price cuts, the China Daily 
newspaper reported. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
100 Jan 19,1995 Negotiation China is not ready to rejoin negotiations 
suspension on its entry into the World Trade 
Organization because of the "exorbitant" 
demands of the major trading countries, 
. spokesman for the foreign affairs 
ministry Shen Guofang said. "As long 
as the major developed countries have 
not modified their exorbitant demands, 
there is no point for the working group on 
China's entry to WTO to convene a 
meeting," Shen said at a news 
conference. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
101 Jan 19,1995 IPR China will take stronger measures to 
protect copyrights, patents and 
trademarks, a Foreign Ministry 
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spokesman said Thursday as China-U.S. 
talks on the issue continued. 
(Associated Press) 
T02 Jan 27, 1995 Developing Speaking at the 1995 World Economic 
country status Forum, Zhu Rongji said China should be 
admitted into the world trade body as a 
developing country, and not as an 
industrialized nation, as called for by the 
United States. Eleventh-hour negotiations 
over China's admission to the trade body 
took place late last year, but broke down 
after Washington would not yield on 
demands that Beijing accept developed 
nation status. 
(U.RL) 
103 Feb 28, 1995 Negotiation China refused to initiate direct 
suspension negotiations on its entry into the World 
Trade Organization on Tuesday, despite 
signals from the United States that its bid 
has been bolstered by the copyrights 
- accord. "China will not ask for 
negotiations on the issue (of the WTO) 
itself," said Gu Yongjiang, vice-minister 
of foreign trade and economic 
cooperation. "It will not accept demands 
to treat China as a developed country, 
(U.RL) 
104 Mar 16,1995 Negotiation China will not set a date for resuming 
suspension talks about joining the World Trade 
Organization until it knows more about 
how WTO members feel about its 
membership bid, a spokesman said 
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Thursday. 
(Associated Press) 
105 Apr 10,1995 Accuse on A top Chinese official said Monday it 
WTO was "unfair and unacceptable" to pressure 
members' Beijing into shouldering punitive foreign 
harsh demand trade obligations in order to join the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). 
At the same time it is "not a realistic and 
respectful attitude" for one country to 
judge another's economic situation 
without taking into account its 
development level and specific 
characteristics, said Li Tieying, chairman 
of the State Commission for 
Restructuring Economic Systems. 
(Agence France Presse) 
106 Apr 13,1995 Negotiation China will not resume talks on joining the 
suspension World Trade Organization this month as 
and originally planned, and is now 
developing considering opening the discussions in 
country status May, a government spokesman said 
Thursday. 
"Our position is that we have to 
comprehensively evaluate the positions 
of the relevant trade parties before 
proceeding to discuss the time of the 
reopening of the talks," Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Chen Jian said at a weekly 
briefing. 
But during a visit to Beijing last month, 
U.S. Trade Representative Mickey 
Kantor said the United States, European 
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Union and Japan had agreed to reconsider 
the developing nation question 
"realistically." 
(Associated Press) 
107 May 6, 1995 Attending Chinese representatives will attend talks 
informal on Beijing's entry into the World Trade 
consultation Organization to be held in Geneva 
on China's beginning May 9，a semi-official Chinese 
accession news agency said Saturday. The China 
News Service said Beijing had agreed to 
attend the informal consultations hoping 
key members of the WTO - successor to 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade — would take a positive and 
flexible attitude toward China's entry. 
(U.RL) 
108 Jun 26, 1995 China stayed China will not succumb to Western 
firm on its nations' pressure over conditions for its 
offer joining the World Trade Organization, a 
senior Chinese official said Monday. 
"Using the interests of one country to 
suppress the interests of the other country 
should not be adopted," Vice Premier Zou 
Jiahua told an audience of prominent 
Singapore businessmen and some 
reporters. 
(Associated Press) 
109 Jul 17，1995 China's offer China removed non-tariff import barriers 
on 367 products at the beginning of July, 
a senior foreign trade official said 
Monday, pledging further steps to open 
the domestic market still wider. 
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The lifting of barriers on July 1 means 
the number of raw material imports 
subjected to quotas and licenses has been 
reduced from 26 to 16, and the number of 
machinery and electronic products from 
18 to 15. 
(Agence France Presse) 
110 Jan 4, 1996 China's offer In a move aimed at opening its markets 
wider to foreign products, China 
announced it would liberalize non-tariff 
controls on 176 import items from car 
parts to food items, the official China 
Daily reported Thursday. 
The move follows Beijing's 
announcement last month that it would 
reduce the general level of tariffs on 
import goods from 35.9 per cent to 23 per 
cent as of April 1 in a bid to gain entry to 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
Thursday's announcement to remove non-
^ tariff controls was issued jointly by the 
Ministry of Foreign Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, the State Planning 
Commission, the State Economic and 
Trade Commission and the General 
Administration of Customs. 
According to the list, motor vehicle 
chasis equipped with engines will be 
freed from import permit regulations and 
quotas. 
Items no longer required to have import 
licenses include air conditioners without 
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cooling units, vehicle bodies - except for 
limousines - axles and differentials, and 
copying machines. 
In addition, vegetable oils, alcoholic 
beverages, chemical industry products, 
photo-sensitive materials and integrated 
circuits have all been freed from import 
quotas. 
The announcement also removed some 
mechanical and electrical products such 
as extruders and moulding boxes used in 
foundries from tendering lists, the China 
Daily said. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
111 Mar 21,1996 Negotiation China's ambassador to international 
attitude with organizations in Geneva on Wednesday 
US expressed a pessimistic view of China's 
bid to join the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) this year, due to the political 
pressures from the presidential election in 
t the United States. 
Wu Jianmin told a small group of 
reporters at the Chinese mission in 
Geneva that he does not expect WTO 
acceptance of China this year, since the 
U.S. administration will not be able to 
show any flexibility toward China in an 
election year. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
112 Mar 22,1996 China's offer During the latest talks here the Chinese 
provided details of a basket of measures 
to reduce tariffs which the Chinese 
•• p.255 
Case no. Date Topic Details of Events (Sources) 
government had announced at the end of 
last year. 
Several other countries criticized this 
package because it excluded 34 items of 
grain and vegetable oils. These products 
would be subjected to quotas. Big 
amounts would continue to be affected by 
high tariffs. 
Agriculture is a very sensitive sector for 
China. 
(Agence France Presse) 
113 Mar 23，1996 New tax China will impose new tax regulations on 
regulations foreign companies which may make it a 
less attractive place for investment, 
ending the golden era of capital inflows. 
The Chinese, having absorbed vast 
amounts of capital fairly indiscriminately 
over the past decade or so, are now 
determined to take only what they need 
for national economic development. 
On the one hand, the authorities in 
Beijing are opening up new sectors of the 
economy to foreign investment for the 
first time. But they are being more 
restrictive in others where foreign capital 
has been a major factor for some time. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
114 Apr 1, 1996 Tariff cut China implemented Monday dramatic 
reductions in its import tariff rates, but 
failed to make public crucial information 
on the levels of new quotas to be imposed 
on certain agricultural goods. 
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The cuts affecting 4,994 import items, or 
76.3 percent of China's total tariff lines, 
slash the country's average tariff rates by 
35.9 percent to 23 percent. 
The reform, first announced by President 
Jiang Zemin at the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation forum in Osaka in 
November, coincides with the abolition 
of tax exemptions for capital goods 
imports by foreign investors. 
China has presented the moves as part of 
efforts to standardize and liberalize its 
trade regime in line with the requirements 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO), 
which it is seeking to join. 
(Agence France Presse) 
115 Apr 25,1996 Accuse on US C h i n a u r g e d t h e ~ W o r l d T r a d e 
Organization (WTO) Thursday to keep 
politics out of the protracted deliberations 
over Beijing's application for 
‘ membership in the global commerce 
watchdog. 
"As the 'economic United Nations； 
WTO, in my view, should adhere to its 
established purpose and put economics, 
rather than politics, above everything 
else," said Qin Xiao, head of the Chinese 
government's main overseas investment 
arm. 
(Agence France Presse) 
A senior U.S. trade official said Thursday 
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the United States' objection to China's 
entry into the World Trade Organization 
is not politically motivated but based on 
the Asian country's failure to meet the 
global body's criteria 
(U.RI.) 
116 May 9, 1996 Resume After a five-month interruption, China 
informal resumed talks here Tuesday with its 
negotiation principal trading partners on joining the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), 
officials said. 
Disappointed by the failure of 
negotiations last December, China had 
rebuffed the WTO saying it would not be 
the first to ask for talks to be reopened, 
and that it had no intention of making 
further concessions. 
But in recent days, Beijing and the large 
industrialised powers alike let it be 
known they wished to break the deadlock 
over Chinese membership. 
To save face, the newly-opened talks, 
expected to last for two weeks in Geneva, 
are informal in character. 
(Agence France Presse) 
117 Sep 24,1996 China demand China has demanded the European Union 
for market eliminate its trade barriers against 
access from Chinese products and support China's bid 
EU to join the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), Xinhua reported Tuesday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
118 Nov 1，1996 Economic Negotiations on Chinese membership in 
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liberalization the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
will resume next February, diplomats said 
on Friday in Geneva - WTO 
headquarters. 
"Since last March, China has adopted a 
series of measures improving its market 
economic system and expanding the 
opening of its market". Long said. He 
added that China had cut tariffs on almost 
5,000 products，done away with non-
tariff barriers on more than 100 products, 
and unified the foreign currency market 
to ensure national treatment. 
(Agence France Presse) 
119 Nov 2, 1996 Law China declared Friday that it would not 
introduction introduce new laws or policies that are 
inconsistent with the rules of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO). 
In a bid to join the world trade body, 
China also proposed to eliminate import 
‘ quotas within 15 years of becoming a 
member, trade officials said. 
A senior Japanese negotiator said, 
however, that 15 years are too long and 
had to be negotiated further. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
120 Nov 25,1996 China China expressed hope Monday that 
expressed negotiations with the United States on 
hope for Beijing's entry into the World Trade 
accession by Organization (WTO) could wind up 
mid-1997 before they start exchanging state visits 
by mid-1997. 
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Foreign Minister Qian Qichen told a 
news conference after an Asia-Pacific 
summit, which saw a major breakthrough 
in US-China ties, that "we have not set a 
specific timetable for the negotiations." 
But he said "we also mentioned that there 
should be a timetable for negotiations." 
(Agence France Presse) 
121 Nov 25, 1996 Tariff China's bid could be improved by a tariff 
reduction reduction Jiang Zemin announced today 
to the 17 other leaders attending the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation forum, a 
grouping of economies stretching from 
Indonesia to Canada, Japan to Chile. 
By 2000, China will reduce its average 
import tariff level from the current 23 
percent to 15 percent, Qian said. 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Qichen 
said the new reductions would cover 
more goods than the 5,000 included in 
- tariff cuts Jiang announced at last year's 
APEC summit. Foreign investors 
complained the reductions from nearly 36 
percent on average covered mainly raw 
materials and not many finished products, 
especially capital goods. 
(Associated Press) 
122 Nov 26,1996 Tariff China is confident that the concessions it 
reduction agreed on at the APEC meeting in Manila 
this week will be sufficient to gain entry 
to the World Trade Organization, Chinese 
officials said Tuesday. 
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China announced in Manila that it would 
lower its average tariff rate to 15 per cent 
from the current 23 per cent by the year 
2000. 、 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
123 Dec 17，1996 Internal China no longer cares whether it joins the 
conflicts on World Trade Organisation, a senior 
WTO customs official was quoted as saying 
accession Tuesday. 
Wu Jianguang, director general of the 
tariffs department of the General 
Administration of Customs, said China 
now considered its entry talks had 
become "politically tainted." 
"Accession or not, China has become 
indifferent and doesn't care any more," 
Wu told a symposium in Beijing, the 
official China Daily reported. 
(Agence France Presse) 
124 Dec 17，1996 Internal China reaffirms (Tuesday) its long-
conflicts on standing hopes of joining the World 
WTO Trade Organization and dismisses claims 
accession of disinterest as not reflecting the official 
position of the government. Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Shen Guofang (PR: 
Shin Kwo-phang) has told a news 
conference China has "made great efforts 
to join the WTO" and considers the body 
a very important organization. Shen is 
dismissing the remarks of a veteran 
negotiator who told a meeting the 
protracted negotiations over entry into the 
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club regulating world trade were 
"politically tainted" and Beijing no longer 
cared about joining. 
(U.RL) 
125 Jan 31, 1997 Reaffirm basic chairman of china's state planning 
position of commission Chen Jinhua today 
accession reaffirmed china's basic positions on its 
accession to the world trade organization 
in davos. at a session here today on the 
issue of china economy in the annual 
meeting of the world economic forum, 
Chen said that china is actively seeking 
its membership in the wto. the three basic 
positions that Chen outlined are: -the 
wto would be incomplete without the 
participation of china; --china is a 
developing not a developed country, 
therefore, it is unreasonable to request too 
much entrance fee from china; - i t is 
necessary for china to have a transition 
I period while it gradually meets the 
relevant requirements of the wto. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
126 Feb 12,1997 New offer New Commerce Secretary William Daley 
on Wednesday termed "extremely 
encouraging" new market-opening 
proposals being put forward by China in 
its bid to join the World Trade 
Organization. 
The new offers were made verbally when 
a U.S. trade team led by Assistant U.S. 
Trade Representative Lee Sands met with 
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Chinese officials last week in Beijing. 
China indicated in those sessions with 
U.S. officials and in separate meetings 
with the European Union and Japan that 
it would offer to change current laws that 
require investors in China to export the 
vast majority of the goods that they 
produce and other laws that protect state-
run industries from foreign competition. 
(The Associated Press) 
127 Feb 12, 1997 New offer China indicated to U.S. officials that it is 
prepared to abandon many of its trade 
barriers, including protections on state-
run industries in return for entrance into 
the World Trade Organization, a 
published report said Wednesday. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
128 Mar 3’ 1997 Gracing period "The system in China is very different 
for tariff from other countries," said an EU official 
reduction, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
restriction on "In the past there has not been a 
foreign willingness by China to change its system 
companies radically to fit in with world trade rules. 
To be a member of the WTO you have to 
allow other members to trade." 
High on the list of complaints are 
widespread piracy of video tapes, 
compact discs and computer software by 
Chinese companies and a lack of foreign 
access into its banking, insurance and 
retail trades. 
Although the Chinese have promised to 
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130 Mar 5, 1997 Domestic 
Details of Events (Sources) 
reduce tariffs on exports, they have not 
provided any details, some countries 
complain. China is also insisting it be 
given a longer grace period to make tariff 
reduction and other changes than other 
countries would like. 
But In separate seSSIons with U. S. 
Japanese and European negotiators 
earlier this mont~ China indicated it was 
now prepared to change ce!1ain laws. 
Requirements that limit D.S. and other 
foreign companies to trading only with 
certain licensed Chinese corporations and 
other laws that reqUIre foreign 
manufacturing companies to export the 
bulk of what they manufacture in China 
would be eliminated, they said. 
(Associated Press) 
China has asked it be regarded as a 
market economy for dumping 
determination but maintains its position 
on being treated as a developing country 
for acceSSIon to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), a US official said 
here Thursday 
Bilateral relations went through a 
difficult period last year as a result of a 
dispute over international property rights 
protection and a visit by Taiwan President 
Lee Teng-hui to the United States. 
(Agence France Presse) I 
j 
China is unlikely to seek an agreement I 
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conflicts after for its entry to the World Trade 
death of Deng Organization (WTO) this year because of 
Xiaoping domestic political conflicts following the 
death of its paramount leader Deng 
Xiaoping, U.S. Ambassador to China 
James Sasser said Tuesday. 
Chinese Premier Li Peng conveyed his 
cautious stance during a meeting with 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright in Beijing last month, saying 
that 'China could be very patient and 
China was not in hurry； Sasser reported, 
speaking to an Asian Society meeting on 
his temporary return to Washington. 
Some Chinese officials also expressed 
concerns about offering concessions for 
the WTO entry at the cost of risking their 
political fate before the National 
Congress of China's Communist Party 
convenes in October to determine the 
nation's leadership following Deng's 
death last month, Sasser said. 
(Kyodo news Services) 
131 Mar 7, 1997 Right to "China will grant rights to...all enterprises 
import and in China, including joint ventures and 
export also wholly-owned foreign ventures, to 
have the right to import and export 
after a short transitional period," Long 
Yongtu said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
132 Mar 14, 1997 China China's Premier Li Peng said Friday that 
announced despite it being "abnormal" that China 
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position on has yet to gain entry to the World Trade 
WTO Organization, the world's largest potential 
accession market could wait for that day. 
”I can tell you, China has enough 
patience to wait，" Li told a press briefing 
marking the end of the annual session of 
parliament Friday. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
133 Apr 10，1997 Developing Chinese Vice Premier Li Lanqing 
country status pledged Thursday that his country would 
continue on the course of economic 
reforms but said that China should still be 
considered as a developing country up till 
the year 2010. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
134 May 23,1997 Elimination of "The commitment to eliminate the 
dual price requirement of dual prices will definitely 
system reduce the operating costs of (foreign) 
enterprises working in China. This will 
be of great commercial value to them," 
China's chief negotiator Long Yongtu 
told a press briefing. 
The system would be abolished before 
China joins the WTO, Long said. 
Under the "judicial review" section, 
China agreed to revise its patent and 
trademark laws to conform with WTO 
procedures, which would give businesses 
a surer legal footing in these areas. 
There was no movement, however, on 
agriculture. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
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135 May 26,1997 Equal China Friday pledged to treat domestic 
treatment for and foreign companies equally, one step 
domestic and forwards toward its membership in the 
foreign world trade organization, china will 
companies accept the wto principle of 
nondiscriminatory treatment of domestic 
and foreign firms immediately after it is 
accepted into in the global trade body. 
Long Yongtu, assistant minister of 
foreign trade and economic cooperation, 
said. (Jiji Press Ltd) 
136 Jun 10,1997 China's offer China will announce further market-
opening measures at a working-level 
meeting of the World Trade Organization 
in late July, said Minister of Foreign 
Trade and Economic Co-operation Wu Yi 
Monday 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
137 Jun 12,1997 Tariff Referring to negotiations with major 
reduction nations in late July in Geneva, Long said 
China intends to begin line-by-line 
negotiations on tariff reductions as well 
as talks on services and agricultural 
sectors. (Kyodo News Services) 
138 Sep 14, 1997 Tariff China announced Sunday an average 26 
reduction percent cut in import and export duties on 
more than 4,800 items from October 1. 
The cut will mean a drop in the overall 
tariff rate from 23 percent to 17 percent, 
the Xinhua news agency said, citing the 
Customs Tariff Commission (CTC) of the 
State Council. 
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(Agence France Presse) 
139 Sep 18, 1997 Tariff Beijing has expanded a list of import and 
reduction export tariffs to be cut on October 1, the 
official China Daily reported Thursday. 
"Tariff cuts will be made on 2,000 
commodities including natural resources, 
raw materials and high-tech products," it 
said, quoting a statement issued on 
Wednesday by the State Council's 
Office of Customs Tariff Commission. 
The reductions are in addition to duty 
cuts announced on Sunday for 4,800 
items. The latter move was hailed as 
affecting 73 percent of the total number 
of items subject to tariffs and bringing 
down the country's average tariff rate 
from 23 to 17 percent. 
But the new round of cuts will bring 
down China's highest tariff from 120 to 
100 percent, the statement said, without 
specifying which commodity the tariff 
applies to. It will also cut nearly in half 
the total number of tariff rates above 30 
percent 
(Agence France Presse). 
140 Sep 18，1997 Market access China is offering to expand its quota on 
for automobile imported automobiles by 10-15% a year 
to more than double the current level 
upon admittance to the World Trade 
Organization, and to lift import 
restrictions entirely after eight years. 
Beijing has also proposed halving the 
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import tariff to 50% in phases over five 
years. 
The proposals came during talks with 
Japan earlier this month on Chinese 
membership in the WTO, Japanese 
government sources said Wednesday. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
141 Sep 21’ 1997 Open of China promised Sunday to open its 
wholesale and wholesale and retail sector to foreign 
retail sector investment to comply with WTO 
requirements but gave no date. 
"Retail and wholesale will open wider to 
foreign investors in due course, “ Yu 
Xiaosong, vice minister of the State 
Economic and Trade Commission, told 
the China Daily. 
(Agence France Presse) 
142 Oct 14，1997 China's offer Brittan and Wu signed a joint statement 
agreeing differences remained on a 
number of issues but boasting of 
progress based on two main points: 
"China has reaffirmed its full 
commitment to the principles of National 
Treatment and non-discrimination, 
fundamental tenets of the WTO; in the 
treatment of imported goods and 
companies established and operating in 
China," the statement said. 
"China has agreed to phase out all of its 
quotas on imports according to a clear 
schedule leading to the elimination of its 
last remaining quotas by a fixed date." 
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(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd.) 
"143 Oct 30, 1997 China's offer The People's Republic of China is ready 
and willing to eliminate tariffs on 
information technology products, 
bringing one of the last major holdouts 
into the International Technology 
Agreement (ITA). 
(Post-Newsweek Business Information 
Inc) 
144 Oct 31,1997 Chinese President Jiang Zemin urged the 
elite of the US business community 
Friday to lobby Washington on MFN 
trading status and entry into the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 
(Agence France Presse) 
145 Nov 5，1997 China's offer China is planning to open up six service 
industries to foreign investment, the 
official Xinhua news agency said 
Wednesday. Air transportation, airport 
management, travel and legal consulting, 
‘ as well as international trade and 
commerce, are to be opened to overseas 
investors, the report said. 
(Agence France Presse) 
146 Nov 1 6 , 1 9 9 7 T a r i f f On October 1, china slashed tariffs on 
Reduction more than 4,800 commodities, bringing 
the average tariffs level from 23 percent 
to 17 percent, and president Jiang Zemin 
committed to further cutting the average 
tariffs to 15 percent by 2000. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
147 Dec 5，1997 China's chief trade representative Long 
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Yongtu today urged members of the 
world trade organization (wto) to speed 
up negotiations over china's accession to 
the organization, speaking at a one-day 
meeting of the wto working party on 
china here today. 
The informal group of developing 
countries in the world trade organization 
(wto) today expressed their wish that 
china should join the wto at an early date 
china's comprehensive revised services 
offer was warmly welcomed by members 
of the world trade organization (wto) as 
the working party on china's accession 
had its sixth meeting here today 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
148 Dec 14, 1997 Offer on Beijing has pledged to allow more 
banking sector foreign banks to do local-currency 
business as part of an offer aimed at 
securing membership in the World Trade 
‘ Organisation (WTO), the official China 
Daily Business Weekly reported Sunday. 
Foreign banks would be allowed to 
freely conduct local-currency operations 
first in Shanghai and, two years after 
China joins the WTO, in the country's 
five Special Economic Zones under the 
services liberalisation offer, presented in 
Geneva on December 5 by Vice Trade 
Minister Long Yongtu. 
(Agence France Presse) 
149 Jan 31,1998 Developing China's vice premier Li Lanqing on 
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country status Saturday expressed his hope that china 
will join the world trade organization 
(wto) at an earliest possible date, 
the principle for china's entry into the wto 
is that china is ready to undertake the 
obligations for a developing country and 
should at the same time enjoy its due 
rights," Li stated. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
150 Feb 17，1998 Service sector China's Minister of Foreign Trade and 
Economic Cooperation Wu Yi, during 
talks with Leon Brittan, vice-president of 
the European Commission, said that 
opening China's service market could 
only be done gradually and that 
negotiations for this should be held in 
accordance with the general service trade 
principles of the WTO. 
(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd) 
151 Mar 4,1998 Tariff from 1994 to 1997，china has lowered its 
Reduction general level of import taxes from 34 
percent to 17 percent, the commodities 
subject to quota have reduced to 350 
from 1,200, and quota limits will 
disappear in 2005 when EU lifts its 
control on china's exports of garments, 
shoes, porcelain and toys, meanwhile, 
12,000 businesses have foreign trade 
rights in china now compared to 14 in 
1979 when china began its economic 
reform and opening-up to the outside 
world, china's compensation on farm 
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produce has been controlled within 20-to-
25 percent, and will reach 15 percent 
before 2005. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
152 Apr 2, 1998 China's offer The officials, speaking after the first EU-
China summit here, said China's 
proposal, lodged at WTO headquarters in 
Geneva, was a "sign of commitment" 
from Beijing about its willingness to 
meet the conditions for entry to the 
Organisation. 
For the first time, the Chinese offer 
appeared to cover all tariff lines. 
(Agence France Presse) 
E.U. trade officials admit that they need 
to take a closer look at the new Chinese 
proposals. But they stress that at first 
sight it seems to cover all tariff lines and 
industrial sectors. 
Beijing must now make a similar effort to 
start opening up its services sector, 
especially banks and insurance 
companies, they say. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
153 Apr 8, 1998 China's offer The new tariff package is a "forward 
move we should encourage," said a 
Japanese official who described the list as 
"nearly comprehensive" since it failed to 
include tariffs on up to 2,000 additional 
products. 
Some of the tariff rates also differed from 
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those agreed between Tokyo and Beijing, 
which have reached a bilateral agreement 
in the trade-in-goods sphere, unlike 
Brussels and Washington. 
"We hope it is more of a technical 
correction than an offer that would lead 
us to reopen the negotiations," the 
Japanese official said. 
Said a European official: "The tariffs 
proposed in many respects still fall short 
of what has been agreed, but the offer is a 
good sign that things are moving." 
(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd) 
154 Apr 8, 1998 Refuse China's chief negotiator in the WTO 
devaluating accession talks. Long Yongtu, called on 
Yuan WTO members to show some 
"responsibility" as a reward for his 
country's refusal to devalue the yuan 
during the Asian crisis. 
"If we want to make further progress we 
‘ have to have a new agriculture offer," 
Long said. 
Long also said China's proposed average 
tariff level on industrial products was 
much lower than the average level 
reached by parties to the Uruguay Round 
GATT talks which wrapped up in 1994. 
The latest tariff proposal covering almost 
5,700 industrial items cuts current 
average tariff levels of around 16.6 pet to 
around 10.8 pet effective from 2005. 
Most tariff lines would be in the 5-10 pet 
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range. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
155 Apr 8, 1998 China's offer China's trade representative Long Yongtu 
has accused certain members of blocking 
china's accession to the world trade 
organization (wto) by making insatiable 
demands to china, "without referring to 
the average level of Uruguay round 
results as the parameters, it would be 
absurd and irresponsible to say that china 
’still has a long way to go' to make a tariff 
offer to meet the conditions as a wto 
member," long said at the seventh 
meeting of the working party on china's 
wto accession here on Wednesday. 
China's latest tariff offer includes the 
reduction of the average tariff rate for 
industrial products from the current level 
of 16.6 percent to 10.8 percent by 2005, 
35 percent lower than the current level. 
‘ long cited the documents compiled in 
1994 by wto's predecessor, the general 
agreement on tariffs and trade (GATT), 
which contained the statistics of post-
Uruguay tariff levels for industrial 
products of 13 members of developed 
economy and 27 members of developing 
economy, according to the statistics, long 
said, in terms of trade-weighted tariff 
average of industrial products, five out of 
the 13 members of developed economy 
have higher tariff rates than china's 
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current offer, and the tariff level of 
china's offer is lower than that of 23 out 
of the 27 members of developing 
economy, the statistics also show that, 
with regard to the so-called tariff peak, 
developed economies on average have 15 
percent of their total tariff higher than the 
peak tariff, and the developing economies 
have 75 percent of their total tariff higher 
than the peak tariff, whereas only 19.7 
percent of the tariff lines in the current 
offer of china are higher than the tariff 
peak 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
156 Apr 9，1998 China's offer China will lower the average tariff rate 
for industrial products to 10 percent by 
the year 2005, a Chinese delegate at a 
working party meeting on China's 
accession to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) said yesterday. 
The proposal will cover 5,669 industrial 
products. In addition, China said, as part 
of its steps to join the WTO, it had made 
fresh efforts in such fields as distribution 
and professional services, including law 
and accountancy. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
157 Apr 11,1998 Open of China is considering opening the door of 
insurance its insurance industry a centimeter wider 
sector by granting business licenses to 'one or 
two' foreign companies. 
According to an official of the People's 
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Bank of China, quoted in the official 
Business Weekly, Those licensed will be 
encouraged to set up joint-venture 
companies. 
According to World Bank estimates, by 
2000，China's potential insurance market 
could be worth 250 billion yuan 
At present, local firms have suffered little 
loss. In 1996, their premium income 
came to 75.6 billion yuan, less than 4% 
of the world total, but a 90% share of the 
domestic market. At the same time, this 
income only has to be shared between 26 
insurers. 
(Kyodo News Service) 
158 Apr 28,1998 China's offer China plans to abolish restrictions on the 
import of 385 kinds of commodities 
gradually over the next 10 or more years, 
according to official sources. 
The abolition plan will be carried out step 
by step in six stages: 
To lift the restrictions on imports of 13 
kinds of commodities, including marine 
diesel engines, by the end of 1997; 
To lift the restrictions on imports of 66 
kinds of commodities, including wool, 
cotton, cigarettes and films, once China 
enters the World Trade Organization 
(WTO); 
To abolish the import restrictions on 69 
kinds of commodities, including chemical 
fiber， tape recorders and medical 
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apparatus and instruments, 1-3 years after 
China enters the WTO; 
To realize free imports of 38 kinds of 
commodities, including TV sets, 
refrigerators and printing machines, 
within 4-5 years after China enters WTO; 
To lift the restrictions on the import of 
113 kinds of commodities, including air 
conditioners, motorbikes and wrist 
watches, 6-8 years after China enters 
WTO;and To abolish restrictions on 
imports of 36 kinds of machine tools and 
construction machinery and 50 kinds of 
automobiles and related commodities in 
12 years after China enters WTO. 
(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd) 
May 11，’ 1998~~ China's China's Chief Trade Representative Long 
economic goal Yongtu said in Hong Kong on Friday that 
China has full confidence in maintaining 
a growth rate of 8 percent this year 
. despite the Asian financial crisis. 
He said China now will make every effort 
to stimulate domestic market and keep 
domestic market strong. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
160 Jun 1, 1998 Put pressure With less than a month for US President 
on US on Bill Clinton's maiden state visit to China, 
China's Beijing is putting more pressure on 
accession Washington to allow its early accession to 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) by 
citing more favourable market entry 
conditions than in India and Japan. 
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"It is well-known that China is more 
widely opened than India, but India 
entered into the General Agreement of 
Trade and Tariff (GATT), the predecessor 
of the current WTO, as early as 1993," 
the official China Daily Business Weekly 
said on Sunday, quoting a senior trade 
official. 
(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd) 
161 Jun 29,1998 New offer There was no breakthrough in the talks 
resulted in here between the U.S. and China on the 
little progress terms for China joining the WTO despite 
new offers from China in the finance and 
telecommunications sector, a spokesman 
for the U.S. Trade Representative said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
162 Jul 9，1998 China's Further marking an economic slowdown, 
economic exports a driving force in China's 
growth slowed economy rose a sluggish 7.6 percent 
down during the first half of the yean state 
‘ media reported Thursday. 
The anemic export growth underscores 
China's vulnerability to Asia's lingering 
financial turmoil and could strengthen 
Chinese resistance to making market-
opening concessions at World Trade 
Organization talks later this month. 
While six-month exports totaled dlrs 
86.97 billion, the 7.6 percent growth rate 
over the same period a year ago pales 
next to the 21 percent posted for all of 
1997. The rate also indicated a dim June. 
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Exports grew 8.6 percent in the first five 
months of the year. 
Imports rose 2.2 percent during the first 
half of the year to dlrs 64.43 billion, 
leaving China with a dlrs 22.25 billion 
trade surplus, according to customs 
figures released by the Xinhua News 
Agency. 
(Associated Press) 
163 Jul 9, 1998 Open of China pledged on Thursday to further 
service sector open its market to foreign goods and 
services after gaining entry to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), but 
expressed fears that its fledgling services 
market would be destroyed if trade 
liberalization happens too fast, the 
official media reported. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
164 Jul 24, 1998 Open of China made its first offer to open up its 
telecommunic mobile phone and pager industry to 
ation sector foreign competition Friday as part of its 
latest efforts to gain membership of the 
World Trade Organization. But its trading 
partners said it still needs to do more. 
China's telecoms proposal, which would 
also liberalize some data services, would 
commit it to open up paging services to 
foreign competition upon joining the 
WTO and mobile phone services five 
years later 
The United States has said any new offer 
will require broad liberalization of the 
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financial sector, not just selective 
approvals for foreign banking, securities 
and insurance firms 
But countries at a meeting of the WTO 
working party studying the Chinese bid 
expressed concern that China made no 
offer to free up its farming industry, trade 
officials said. 
(Associated Press) 
165 Sep 16，1998 China's offer Signs show that China has not slowed its 
pace of joining the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) despite its domestic 
economic woes and is soon to further 
open up its service and trade sectors. 
At a senior economic seminar last month, 
Wang Zhongyu, Minister in Charge of the 
State Economic and Trade Commission 
asserted that, while opening up the 
competitive trades to the outside world, 
China will take steps to push the 
^ utilization of foreign capital in the service 
� trade and this will become the focus of 
China's opening up. Experiments in this 
regard will be extended greatly in terms 
of areas and quantity, including 
commerce, foreign trade and tourism. 
Besides, such areas as accounting, legal 
advisory, air transport and agency 
businesses will also be opened wider and 
the experiments in opening the financial 
and telecommunications will be carried 
out step by step. 
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This has been verified in the eighth round 
of negotiations of the WTO China group, 
when China's first representative Long 
Yongtu dished up with new proposals for 
opening up the telecommunications and 
service trades, including banks and 
insurance market. Then, China went on to 
declare that Shenzhen has become the 
second city in China following Shanghai 
to allow foreign bank offices to handle 
Renminbi business and to carry out 
experiments for launching foreign trade 
joint ventures. In addition, word has 
spread that the State Economic and Trade 
Commission is discussing together with 
other related departments matters 
concerning the drafting of "Provisions on 
the Management of Foreign Capital in the 
Distribution Area" and "Provisions on the 
Management of Sino-Foreign Retail and 
Wholesale Joint Ventures" in a bid to 
accelerate the pace of opening up the 
commercial sector, especially chain 
operations. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
166 Dec 11,1998 China's offer "It is of the utmost importance that China 
become a WTO member before the year 
2000，" Li Zhongzhou, deputy permanent 
representative of the Chinese mission, 
told a meeting of the WTO's executive 
General Council. 
China wanted to be a member by the start 
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of the next trade round and assist the 
WTO with reaching its goal of "achieving 
universal membership," he said. 
The China working party dealing with 
accession has not met in Geneva since 
July. 
Li noted that average tariffs 一 excluding 
agricultural products - had fallen to 17 
percent in 1998 from nearly 43 percent in 
1992 and will be further cut to 10 percent 
by 2005. 
(Agence France Presse) 
167 Feb 22, 1999 China's "It may be more difficult for China to 
domestic join the WTO because the economic 
growth situation now is not as good as it was a 
year and a half ago," a western diplomat 
said. 
China registered 7.8 percent growth in 
gross domestic product (GDP) last year, 
the weakest since 1991, despite intense 
‘ efforts to achieve the eight percent target 
which was set at the start of 1998. 
(Agence France Presse) 
168 Mar 12，1999 China's offer Chinese officials have agreed to lower 
trade barriers that have crippled some of 
Wyoming's biggest industries, but the 
most sweeping concessions will take 
place only if China is admitted to the 
World Trade Organization, the United 
States Trade Representative announced 
Monday. 
Beijing will slash import tariffs on beef 
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the April 1 Jinrong Shibao. 
(China Online LLC) 
174 Apr 7，1999 Reform on China Telecom, the country's largest 
telecommunic telecommunications organization, is to be 
ation broken down into four companies in a 
major step towards opening up to market 
competition, state media reported 
Wednesday. 
The opening up of the sector has been 
one of the main sticking points in Sino-
US talks on Beijing's 13-year bid to enter 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
(Agence France Presse) 
175 Apr 7, 1999 China's offer Chinese Premier Zhu Rongji began his 
on agriculture nine-day visit to the United States on 
Tuesday, saying China has agreed to 
remove import bans on U.S. wheat and 
citrus products - a key stumbling block to 
U.S. backing for its admittance to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO). 
^ (Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
176 Apr 8，1999 China's offer I n ~ t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r , B e i j i n g 
on agriculture committed itself to reducing immediately 
upon accession to the WTO its overall 
tariffs to 17 percent and to 14.5 percent 
for US priority products. 
Tariffs are to drop from 45 percent at 
present to 12 percent in 2004 for beef, 20 
to 12 percent for pork, 20 to 10 percent 
for poultry, 40 percent to 12 percent for 
citrus, 40 percent to 13n percent for 
grapes, from 65 to 20 percent for wine 
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and from 50 percent to 12 percent for 
cheese. 
In parallel to the market access accord, 
China also agreed to lift immediately, 
with the signature of three bilateral 
accords， "unjustified" sanitary and 
phytosanitary bans on wheat, citrus fruit 
and meat. 
In the industrial sector, China is to cut 
average tariffs gradually from the 24.6 
percent average in 1997 to 9.44 percent. 
(Agence France Presse) 
177 Apr 9, 1999 Draft law for China has begun moves to draft a 
combating government procurement law aimed at 
corruption combating corruption and helping the 
country's push to gain entry into the 
World Trade Organisation, official media 
reported here Friday. 
(Agence France Presse) 
178 Apr 12,1999 China's offer Amway Asia Pacific Ltd. applauded the 
on direct announcement from the U.S. Government 
selling that China has made a commitment, as 
part of negotiations for a World Trade 
Organization (WTO) accession 
agreement, to remove market access 
restrictions on direct selling, including 
the ban on direct selling, by January 1， 
2003. Although the ban on direct selling 
is currently 
(Australian Associated Press) 
179 Apr 21, 1999 Decreasing Foreign direct investment flowing into 
_ FDI China decreased in the first three months 
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of the year by a massive 14.6 per cent 
from the same period last year, ringing 
the alarm bell for the policy-makers to 
quicken negotiation process for China's 
bid for WTO accession. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
180 Apr 29,1999 Policies for China will take measures to ensure the 
agriculture stability of its agricultural market while it 
market is opening further to the world market, 
stability Huang Hai, spokesman for the State 
Administration of Internal Trade, told a 
press conference here on April 28, that 
government at all levels will set up 
storage markets for major agricultural 
products. 
International competition is expected to 
intensify the existing over supply of 
major agricultural products such as 
vegetables, meat, poultry and eggs. 
Huang said a 100,000-ton storage facility 
- has been set up for pork, aiming to check 
the slumping price of pork in the first 
quarter of the year. 
In addition to shouldering the pressure 
from suppliers, the central government 
will work on smoother and quicker 
transportation of excessive agricultural 
goods to consuming regions. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
181 May 3, 1999 Internal A senior Chinese minister offered his 
conflicts over resignation last month to protest wide-
WTO ranging market concessions made by 
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accession Premier Zhu Rongji to obtain US backing 
for China's WTO entry, the Asian Wall 
Street Journal said Monday. 
(Agency France Presse) 
182 May 4, 1999 China's offer China may lift the current geographic ban 
on overseas lawyers one year after 
entering the World Trade Organization 
(WTO). 
The overseas law firms will also be 
allowed to open more than one office in 
China - after the nation gains accession 
to the WTO, said Wu Mingde, deputy 
director of the Department of Lawyers 
and Notation under the Ministry of 
Justice. 
However, the setting up of joint venture 
law firms - co-funded by Chinese and 
overseas investors -- will still have to 
wait, said Wu. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited) 
183 May 7,1999 China "In the strongest sign that a deal to usher 
retreated offer China into the World Trade Organization 
may be unraveling, the European Union's 
chief trade official said Thursday China 
has sharply retreated from key 
concessions it made last month in 
Washington." After 10 days of "fruitless 
talks aimed at bringing China into the 
WTO, EU Vice President Sir Leon 
Brittan said China was no longer offering 
foreigners the right to hold majority 
stakes in telecommunications, banking 
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and insurance-concessions required by 
Europe and the U.S. before they will 
allow China to join the body 
(Bulletin Broadfaxing Network, Inc) 
184 May 10, 1 9 9 9 N A T O Negotiators looking to get China into the 
bombing World Trade Organization (WTO) have 
advised Japan not to use a list of Chinese 
concessions announced by the United 
States last month as a basis for future 
talks, the South China morning post said 
today. 
The announcement came on the heels of 
Friday's NATO bombing of the Chinese 
embassy in Belgrade. 
"We told them (Japanese negotiators) we 
do not recognize the list and so they 
should not use it as the basis for 
negotiations," the newspaper quoted a 
Chinese negotiator as saying. 
The report said China will not make any 
‘ further concessions in their bid to join the 
WTO. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
185 May 11,1999 China oppose China's Foreign Trade Minister Shi 
list announced Guangsheng said the "so-called" list of 
by US trade concessions agreed to during China 
Premier Zhu Rongji's visit to the United 
States was not accurate, reported the May 
7 Jiefang Ribao [Liberation Daily]. 
Zhu and U.S. President Bill Clinton last 
month announced the trade agreements as 
part of a trade package aimed at winning 
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U.S. support for China's entry into the 
World Trade Organization [WTO], 
China's concessions included agreements 
to relax trade restrictions in the 
telecommunications, agricultural and 
financial services sectors. 
Shi said that the United States was wrong 
to publish the list without China's 
consent. While trade negotiators have 
agreed upon certain items on the list, 
others are still being negotiated, he said， 
and China considers still other points 
completely off the table 
(China Online LLC) 
^ May 1 1 , 1 9 9 9 N A T O China called on the United States on 
bombing Tuesday to support its bid to join the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) despite 
its anger over what it described as the 
deliberate bombing by the TJ.S.-led 
NATO’ of the Chinese Embassy in 
Belgrade 
(Kyodo News Service) 
187 May 27, 1999 NATO China will not resume negotiations with 
bombing the U.S. over its entry to the World Trade 
Organisation until it has received a 
"thorough and complete" explanation of 
the bombing of the Chinese embassy in 
Belgrade, Ministry of Foreign Trade and 
Economic Cooperation vice-minister 
Long Yongtu said. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
188 Jun 4,1999 Domestic Despite gloomy China-US relations, 
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economic China's slowing economy is forcing 
growth Beijing to make a renewed push to join 
the World Trade Organisation 
Though China's economy continues to 
expand by about 8 pet a year, growth 
already has started to stall because the 
money is running out. Though economic 
growth hit 8.3 pet during the first quarter, 
it's predicted to drop to 7.7 pet during the 
second quarter and below 7 pet for the 
rest of the year. 
Other worrying signs abound, with 
deflation worsening and foreign 
investment, exports and economic growth 
all down. 
Economists close to Mr. Zhu say he 
realizes that much of the recent growth 
has been of low quality, with the 
government pumping money into 
infrastructure projects at low returns. 
. More competition should allow healthier 
and more sustainable growth to take 
place, his allies argue. 
(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd) 
J ^ Jul 1，1999 Tariff China will cut the average tariff on 
reduction imported goods by 2 percentage points to 
15 percent in 2000, deputy foreign trade 
minister Sun Zhenyu was quoted as 
saying on Wednesday. 
"To promote the development of foreign 
trade, China will cut the average tariff 
rate on imports to 15 percent next year 
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from the current 17 percent," the official 
Economic Daily quoted Sun. 
Sun said China would meet its promise to 
cut the average tariff on imported 
industrial goods to 10 percent by 2005. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire) 
190 Jul 8, 1999 Open of whole China on Thursday announced it would 
and retail allow foreign retail and wholesale giants 
sector to set up joint venture outlets in dozens of 
large inland cities formerly closed to 
them. 
They state that qualified foreign investors 
may establish outlets in virtually all the 
country's main urban centers, including 
the 30 capitals of China's provinces and 
autonomous regions. 
The state previously restricted such 
foreign-invested retail business to 11 
major cities and special economic zones 
along the coast, a Trade Ministry 
I spokesman said. 
While opening China's markets wider, the 
reform still limits access to big foreign 
names and sets tough local equity 
minimums. 
Retailers must have recorded average 
worldwide sales of two billion dollars 
annually in the three years prior to 
application and assets of 200 million 
dollars. The figures are set at 2.5 billion 
and 300 million dollars, respectively, for 
wholesalers. 
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Chinese partners must hold at least a 51-
percent stake for foreign investors who 
already have a heavy presence in China, 
although the regulations say the State 
Council can grant exceptions for 
companies that sell large amounts of 
Chinese-made goods overseas. 
For convenience chain stores and 
specialty stores, local ownership must be 
35 percent or greater. 
Minimums on registered capital starting 
are also specified for the new retail 
< ventures. 
(Agence France Presse) 
W\ Jul 9,1999 Open of China will lift its ban on foreign 
telecommunic ownership of domestic 
ation sector telecommunications carriers, allowing 
them to eventually control up to just 
below 50%, Japanese officials said 
Friday. 
According to the agreement Beijing 
struck with Tokyo on access to China's 
telecommunications market, China will 
remove its restrictions on foreign 
ownership in three phases after China 
joins the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), officials at the Posts and 
Telecommunications Ministry said. 
Deregulation will first cover value-added 
telecommunications services and pagers, 
and after an interval of one or two years, 
it will include mobile telecom services, 
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the officials said. 
In the third phase, after another one or 
two-year interval, domestic long-distance 
and international services will be 
covered, they said. 
In the initial stage, foreign entities will be 
allowed to own up to 25-30%, and 
decontrol will proceed gradually 
depending on the impact of foreign 
ownership on the Chinese market, they 
said. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
192 Jul 19, 1999 Domestic China's top negotiator on entry into the 
oppose to World Trade Organisation (WTO) was 
WTO quoted Monday as seeking to quell 
accession domestic fears about the impact of 
membership, amid charges that 
government concessions had gone too far. 
(Agence France Presse) 
193 Sep 8,1999 Resume Chinese president Jiang Zemin said today 
negotiation he had already begun direct negotiations 
after NATO with United States President Bill Clinton 
bombing over China's admission to the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO). 
(Agence France Presse) 
194 Sep 20, 1999 Resume China and the European Union will 
negotiation resume talks on China's 
after NATO entry into the World Trade Organization 
bombing (WTO) soon, said Shi Guangsheng, 
minister of foreign trade and economic 
cooperation, the Xinhua news agency 
reported. 
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(AFP-Extel News Limited) 
195 Nov 15, 1999 China's offer U.S. firms will get access into Chinese 
fund management enterprise under the 
terms of China's entry into the WTO, 
U.S. Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky said. 
Under the terms of entry foreign financial 
institutions will be allowed to take up to 
an initial 33 pet stake in fund 
management enterprises, which will grow 
to 49 pet after three years, she told a 
press conference. 
Foreign underwriters will also be allowed 
to invest up to 33 pet in joint ventures to 
underwrite securities issues, she said 
(AFXNews Limited) 
196 Nov 15, 1999 China's offer Tariffs on China's automobile imports 
will be cut from between 80 and 100 
percent currently to 25 percent by 2006 
under the WTO deal reached with the 
United States on Monday. 
The US Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky said the bulk of the tariff 
reductions would come in the years 
immediately after China joins the World 
Trade Organisation. 
The just concluded agreement with the 
United States on China's accession to the 
World Trade Organization, will 
significantly reduce tariffs and open up 
the Chinese agricultural market, US 
officials said Monday. 
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While all Chinese tariffs will fall to an 
overall average of about 17 percent 
within five years, agricultural tariffs 
would fall to between 14.5 and 15 
percent, she said. 
China's domestic banking sector will be 
fully opened to foreign companies within 
five years of the country joining the 
WTO, according to the terms of 
Monday's deal with the US. 
US Trade Representative Charlene 
Barshefsky said foreign banks will be 
able to do local currency business with 
Chinese companies two years after 
accession and offer retail services to 
consumers within five years. 
The bilateral agreement signed between 
Beijing and Washington paving the way 
for China's entry into the WTO was 
cautiously welcomed in the US Congress 
on Monday 
US banks and companies warmly 
welcomed Monday's signing of a Sino-
US accord on China's entry into the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), saying 
the news could only boost their long-term 
business prospects 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 7: China 's concession offer 
Date Detail of Concession (Sources) 
Dec 8, 1991 China announced that it would publicize trade policies. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Oct, 1991 China submitted an offer which included China's obligation to 
ensure transparency in foreign trade policies, its commitment on 
market access, substantial tariff reductions and its plan to eliminate 
more products from the country's import license coverage. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
1991 China had cut import tariff on 40 kinds of commodity in 1991. 
(Xinhua News Agency, Jan 19, 1992, announced by Gu Yongjiang, 
vice minister of mofert) 
China canceled subsidies to exports since 1991. 
(Xinhua News Agency, Feb 19, 1992, announced by Li Lanqing, 
the minister of mofert) 
Jan 5, 1992 China agreed to finish new laws on copyrights and patents by 
1994, which China emphasized that was much faster than the 10 
years stipulated for developing countries by the GATT. 
(Agence France Presse, announced by Wu Yi) 
Jan Wan 19, China had cut import tariffs on 225 kinds of products within this 
1992 period. 
(Xinhua News Agency, Jan 19, 1992, announced by Gu Yongjiang, 
vice minister of mofert) 
Mar 1, 1992 China vowed to abolish import-regulating duties and trim its list of 
products subject to import licensing. China also promised 
promulgation of a Foreign Trade Law and Anti-dumping Law, 
publication of secret rules of foreign trade and abolition of import 
substitution as a toll of regulating imports. 
(UPl, announced by Li Zhongzhou, the foreign trade ministry's 
chief of GA TT affairs) 
Mar 11, 1992 Mofert is to publicize 32 internal documents about import-export 
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regulations from Jan to Mar 11,1992. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Apr 1, 1992 China eliminated adjustment tax to 62% on 16 kinds of products. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Jun 22, 1992 China discussed a new patent law designed to improve protection 
of IPR at national people's congress. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Jul 1, 1992 China parliament approved its accession to Beme Convention for 
protection of Literacy and Artistic Works and the Universal 
Copyright Convention. 
(Agence France Presse) 
1992 China abolished import regulatory tax and reduced import duties 
on 225 products and then 3371 products, bringing down the 
general level of tariffs by 7.3%. 
China liberalized its policies on foreign investment in China by 
opening more areas to foreign investment, including all inland 
provincial cities，five cities along Yangtze River and 13 inland 
border cities. China also issued special rmb shares namely b-shares 
Procedures for approving foreign investment has been simplified. 
(Xinhua News Agency, announced by Zhou Jie, a mofert 
spokesman) 
1993 Mofert will formulate eight rules this year on the bass of the 
provisional rules on administration of export commodities. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
May 6, 1993 China has drawn up plans to gradually phase out its controversial 
import permit system within 6 years and give foreign companies 
greater access to its vast market. 
From Dec 31, 1993, China will lift import permits for various 
items including steel products, black and white photographic film, 




Date Detail of Concession (Sources) 
From Dec 31, 1994, permits for wine, beer, refrigerators, washing 
machines, oil, tobacco products, computer hardware and some 
chemical substances will be abolished. 
From Dec 31, 1995, import restrictions on spirits, photocopiers and 
automobile chassis follow suits. 
From Dec 31, 1996, import restrictions on agricultural pesticides 
and carbon acid will be abolished 
(Agence France Presse) 
Jun 27，1993 China promised to put a time limit on abolishing dual currency 
exchange system and introduce a single exchange rate system 
within 5 years. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
Oct 18, 1993 China will drop its official exchange rate as early as next year. 
(Agence France Presse, announced by vice governor of China ’s 
central bank) 
Nov 18, 1993 8.8% of tariff reduction on some 2898 imports will come to effect 
on Dec 31, 1993. 
(Agence France Presse, announced by China's vice minister oj 
moftec) 
Dec 29，1993 China announced unification of its dual currency system on Jan 1, 
94 
(UPI, announced by the People，s Bank of China) 
Dec 30,1993 China will lower automobile import tax from 220% to 110% by 
Jan 1, 94. 
(UPI) 
Jan, 1994 China scrapped its dual-rate currency system and floated the yuan 
at 8.7 to the dollar, a devaluation of 33 percent from the official 
rate of 5.8 to the dollar. 
(Agence France Presse, Jan 3, 1994) 
Jan, 1994 China abolished import licenses and quotas for 283 kinds of goods. 
(Xinhua News Agency, May 25, 1994, announced by Long Yongtu, 
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assistant minister of moftec) 
1994 China was introducing wide-ranging legislation this year as part of 
sweeping financial, industrial and trade reforms aimed at bringing 
the country further into line with international practices. 
(Agence France Presse, Feb 23’ 1994) 
Mar, 1994 China agreed to take further step in reforming its foreign exchange 
and tax law and making progress in drafting its foreign trade laws. 
(U.RL, Mar 15’ 1994) 
May 25，1994 China announced a removal of license and quotas from another 
195 kinds of imported goods. 
(Xinhua News Agency, May 25, 1994, announced by Long Yongtu, 
assistant minister of moftec) 
Jul, 1994 China proposed a tariff quota deal to Australia, involving a tariff of 
15 percent for imports equal to current shipping levels, after which 
a higher tariff level would kick in. Australia, however, rejected the 
deal. 
(Central News Agency’ Jul 16, 1994) 
Jul, 1994 China's parliament "recently" decided to criminally punish 
copyright infringements in the country to fill a gap in the existing 
copyright law. 
(Agence France Presse, Jul 21，1994, announced by Yu Youxian, 
director of the State Copyright Bureau) 
Jul 31, 1994 China announced that it will take three years to establish a body of 
foreign trade laws in line with international norms as required by 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur) 
Aug, 1994 China offer a package which will slash its overall tariff level by 
55%, which is far beyond the average 33% reduction pledged by 
other GATT parties during Uruguay round of negotiations. China 
will also promise to abolish all the non-tariff measures on the 
import of agricultural products and to bind the tariff rates in that 
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sector. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Sep 11, 1994 China is to offer more export quotas for public tender next year. 
The quota for 11 further commodities, including cement, paraffin 
wax, will be added to the 13 which have already been subjected to 
public bidding. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Nov 21, 1994 China has decided to implement several liberalization policies in 
the communications and finance sectors commensurate with its 
joining GATT. Specifically, it plans to open its communications 
market to foreign value-added network (VAN) carriers. 
China also plans to liberalize its policies on foreign banking in 
China. For instance, foreign banks will be able to open new 
branches in 10 key cities within two years after the nation joins 
GATT. 
(Post-Newsweek Business Information Inc.) 
Dec 9, 1994 China will lower tariff on imported cars to between 15% and @0% 
in three to five years once it joins the GATT. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
Jan 17, 1995 China announced it would cut tariff on 246 import items and also 
introduce measures to prevent domestic firms from dumping 
products overseas through excessive price cuts. 
(Kyodo News Services) 
Jul, 1995 China removed non-tariff import barriers on 367 products at the 
beginning of July. This lifting of barriers means the number of raw 
material imports subjected to quotas and licenses has been reduced 
from 26 to 16’ the number of machinery and electronic products 
from 18 to 15. 
(Agence France Presse, July 17, 1995) 
Dec, 1995 China announced that it would reduce the general tariffs on import 
goods from 35.9% to 23% in Apr 1996. 
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(Deutsche Presse Agentur) 
Jan 4, 1996 China announced it would liberalise non-tariff controls on 176 
import items from car parts to food items. According to the list, 
motor vehicle chasis equipped with engines will be freed from 
import permit regulations and quotas. 
Items no longer required to have import licenses include air 
conditioners without cooling units, vehicle bodies - except for 
limousines - axles and differentials, and copying machines. 
In addition, vegetable oils, alcoholic beverages, chemical industry 
products, photosensitive materials and integrated circuits have all 
been freed from import quotas. 
The announcement also removed some mechanical and electrical 
products such as extruders and moulding boxes used in foundries 
from tendering lists. 
(Deutsche Presse-Agentur, jointly announced by moftec, the State 
Planning Commission and the General Administration of Customs) 
Apr 1，1996 China implemented reduction in tariff announced last December. 
The cuts affecting 4,994 import items, or 76.3 percent of China's 
total tariff lines, slash the country's average tariff rates by 35.9 
percent to 23 percent. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Nov 25, 1996 China announced today that import tariff reduction from 23% to 
15% by 2000. 
(Associated Press, announced by Jiang Zemin) 
Mar 7, 1997 China announced that it would grant right to all enterprises in 
China, including joint venture and wholly owned foreign ventures, 
to import and export after a short transitional period. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited, announced by Long Yongtu) 
May 23, 1997 China announced it would eliminate the requirement of dual prices 
before China joins the WTO, China also agreed to revise its patent 
and trademark laws to conform with WTO requirement. 
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(AFP-Extel News Limited, announced by Long Yongtu) 
Jul, 1997 China proposed cutting tariffs on 300 products, including farm 
produce and industrial goods. China also proposed shortening the 
period it says it will need before scrapping import quotas on 
foreign automobiles from the originally-proposed 12 years after 
joining the WTO to 8 years. 
(Kyodo News Service, Jul 30, 1997, announced by Japanese 
officials) 
Sep, 1997 China granted approval for 4 oversea foreign trade multinationals 
to establish three joint ventures with Chinese partners. 
(Asia Intelligence Wire, Sep 1, 1997) 
Sep, 1997 China announced on Sunday tariff reduction for 4,800 items. The 
reduction affected 73 percent of the total number of items 
subject to tariffs and bringing down the country's average tariff 
rate from 23 to 17 percent. 
On Sep 18, Beijing has expanded a list of import and export tariffs 
to be cut on October 1. The tariff cuts will be made on 2,000 
commodities including natural resources, raw materials and 
high-tech products. This new round of cuts will bring down 
China's highest tariff from 120 to 100 percent. 
(Agence France Presse, Sep 18, 1997, announced by the State 
Council's Office of Customs Tariff Commission) 
Sep, 1997 China is offering to expand its quota on imported automobiles by 
10-15% a year to more than double the current level upon 
admittance to the World Trade Organization, and to lift import 
restrictions entirely after eight years. China also proposed 
halving the import tariff to 50% in phases over five years. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited, Sep 18, 1997. From Japan government 
source) 
Sep, 1997 China promised to open its wholesale and retail sector to foreign 
investment. 
. (Agence France Presse, Sep 21, 1997) 
Oct, 1997 China promised to EU tariff reduction on more than 3000 products an 
slight reduction in the period in which certain imports would be subjec 
quotas. China also promised to present a new proposal on services sei 
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next month. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited, Oct 8, 1997) 
Oct, 1997 China implemented to cut average tariff from 43% in 1992 to 17% in 199 
(Xinhua News Agency, Nov 27, 1997) 
Nov, 1997 China announced to cut average tariff on imported industrial products 
10% by 2005. 
(Xinhua News Agency, Nov 27, 1997) 
Dec, 1997 China revised its services offer. Under the new offer, more foreign banks 
be allowed to do local currency business. Foreign banks will be allowe( 
freely conduct local-currency operations first in Shanghai; and two y( 
after China joins the WTO in the country's five Special Economic Zone. 
(Agence France Presse, Dec 14, 1997) 
Apr 28, 1998 China planned to abolish restrictions on the import of 385 kinds of 
commodities gradually over the next 10 or more years. 
The abolition plan will be carried out step by step in six stages: 
To lift the restrictions on imports of 13 kinds of commodities, 
including marine diesel engines, by the end of 1997; 
To lift the restrictions on imports of 66 kinds of commodities, 
including wool, cotton, cigarettes and films, once China enters 
the World Trade Organization (WTO); 
To abolish the import restrictions on 69 kinds of commodities, 
including chemical fiber, tape recorders and medical apparatus 
and instruments, 1-3 years after China enters the WTO; 
To realize free imports of 38 kinds of commodities, including TV 
sets, refrigerators and printing machines, within 4-5 years after 
China enters WTO; 
To lift the restrictions on the import of 113 kinds of commodities, 
including air conditioners, motorbikes and wrist watches, 6-8 
years after China enters WTO; and 
To abolish restrictions on imports of 36 kinds of machine tools and 
construction machinery and 50 kinds of automobiles and related 
commodities in 12 years after China enters WTO. 
(AAP Information Services Pty. Ltd.) 
Jul, 1998 China made its first offer to open up its mobile phone and pager 
industry to foreign competition. China would commit to open up 
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paging services to foreign competition upon joining the WTO and 
mobile services five years later. 
(Associated Press, Jul 24, 1998) 
Mar, 1999 China will allow foreign companies to take stakes of up to 35 pet 
in its telecom sector. 
(AFP-Extel News Limited, Mar 31, 1999) 
Apr, 1999 Agricultural sector: 
A. TARIFF REDUCTIONS 
China will reduce tariffs immediately on accession, and when fully 
phased in will result in tariff levels comparable with or better than 
those of many of our other major trading partners [including 
developed country trading partners]. 
Average Rates __ Overall, China will reduce its overall average 
tariff for agricultural products to 17%. The tariff reduction will be 
greater for U.S. priority products. In these sectors the average tariff 
will drop to 14.5%. 
Phase-in Periods -- All tariff cuts will be implemented by 2004, the 
date when all other WTO members will have implemented their 
Uruguay Round tariff cuts. 
All agricultural tariffs will be bound [cannot be increased]. 
Specific examples include: 
Soybeans ~ a 3% tariff will be bound on accession. 
Meats ~ Tariff reductions include: 
Present 2004 
Beef 45% 12% 
Pork 20% 12% 
P.310 
i 
Date Detail of Concession (Sources) 
Poultry 20% 10% — 
Fruits ~ Tariffs reductions include: 
Present 2004 
Citrus 40% 12% 
Grapes 40% 13% 
Apples 30% 10% 
Almonds 30% 10% 
Wine - Tariffs on wine will be reduced by 70%, from 65% to 
20%. 
Dairy ~ Tariff reductions in dairy include: 
Present 2004 
Cheese 50% 12% 
Ice Cream 45% 19% 
B. TARIFF RATE QUOTA SYSTEM FOR BULK 
COMMODITIES 
Soybean Oil - TRQ eliminated by 2006. The IRQ will start at 1.7 
million metric tons, rising to 3.3 million tons by 2005. Private 
sector trade will begin at 50% and rise to 90%. 
Wheat ~ Quota on accession is 7.3 million metric tons, rising to 
9.3 million metric tons. [Compares to present Chinese import level 
of less than 2 million metric tons.] Private sector will initially 
receive 10% of this quota, with reallocation of any unused state 
enterprise portion available later in the calendar year. 
Com -- Quota on accession is 4.5 million metric tons, rising to 7.2 
million metric tons. [Compares to present import level of 250,000 
metric tons.] Private sector will initially receive 25% of this TRQ, 
rising to 40% by 2004，with reallocation of any unused state 
enterprise portion available later in the calendar year. 
Rice -- Quota on accession is 2.6 million metric tons, rising to 5.3 
million metric tons. Half of this will cover short and medium grain 
rice, where the U.S. is most competitive. 50% of this TRQ will go 
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to the private sector. [Compares to present import level of 250,000 
metric tons.] 
Cotton - Quota on accession is 743,000 metric tons, rising to 
894,000 tons by 2004. [Compares to present import levels of 
200,000 metric tons.] Private sector will have 67% of this TRQ. 
Barley -- No TRQ, and reduction of tariffs to 9%. 
Other products in which TRQs will be applied are products in 
which the U.S. has little or no trade interest. These include wool, 
sugar, palm oil and rapeseed oil. 
C SANITARY AND PHYTOSANITARY [SPS] RESTRICTIONS: 
China agrees that sanitary and phytosanitary disputes should be 
settled scientifically. China has also agreed to lift immediately, 
with the signature of three bilateral agreements, [concluded in 
parallel with the market access agreement but effective 
immediately on signature] unjustified SPS bans on wheat, citrus 
fruits and meat. 
Meat - China will open its market to U.S. pork, beef and poultry 
by agreeing to accept USDA certification for meat safety for U.S. 
exports. 
Citrus - China will open its market to U.S. oranges, grapefruit and 
other citrus fruits, eliminating a current ban and establishing a 
science-based phytosanitary system. Industry estimates that trade 
will reach $1.2 billion in a year, an increase of $700 million over 
current imports through informal channels. 
Wheat -- China will eliminate restrictions on imports of wheat 
from the Pacific Northwest imposed because of unjustified 
concerns about TCK smut. 
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D. EXPORT SUBSIDIES 
China has committed not to provide any export subsidies for 
agricultural products. This is particularly important for com, cotton 
and rice. It also provides a strong foundation for the next WTO 
Round, in which total elimination of agricultural export subsidies 
worldwide is a major U.S. goal, already articulated by the Vice 
President. 
(ChinaOnline LLC, Apr 12, 1999, from official US statement) 
Market access 
A. TRADING RIGHTS AND DISTRIBUTION 
China committed to remove market access restrictions on direct 
selling, including the ban on direct selling by Jan 1, 2003. 
(Australian Associated Press, Apr 12, 1999) 
China will provide, for the first time, full trading rights and 
distribution rights to U.S. firms. These will be progressively 
phased in over three years. Even for its most sensitive and 
protected industries, such as chemical fertilizers, crude oil and 
processed petroleum, China will provide for trading rights and 
distribution. Distribution services are discussed in more detail in 
the following section on services trade. 
B. OVERALL INDUSTRIAL TARIFF REDUCTIONS 
China also agreed to provide significant tariff reductions which 
would be bound. 
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Rates ~ China will reduce average tariffs from the 24.6% average 
in 1997 to 9.44%. The average tariff for our priority products will 
be even lower, reaching 7.1%. This is a 56% cut from applied rates 
in 1998 and a 71% cut since the beginning of market access 
negotiations in 1994. 
All Tariffs Bound -- China will bind its entire tariff schedule, 
meaning it will accept a legal commitment not to raise tariffs in the 
future above the bound level. 
Phase-in ~ Two thirds of tariff cuts will be implemented by 2003. 
The balance will be phased in by 2005, with a limited number of 
exceptions. 
C. TARIFF REDUCTIONS IN US PRIORITY AREAS 
High Technology -- China will implement the Information 
Technology Agreement [ITA]. This will reduce tariffs from present 
levels averaging 13.3% to zero for semiconductors, computers, 
computer equipment, telecommunications equipment and other 
information technology products. Most of these tariff eliminations 
will be phased in by 2003 with some exceptions until 2005. All 
other ITA participants will have implemented tariff cuts by 2005. 
Autos - In the auto sector, China will reduce tariffs from the 
current 80-100% levels to 25% in 2005, with the cuts phased in 
equally each year. Auto parts tariffs will fall to an average of 10%. 
APEC Sectors -- China has agreed to implementing the early 
voluntary sectoral liberalization initiative of APEC now under 
consideration in the WTO, when the WTO accepts these sectors for 
implementation. This would eliminate tariffs on forest products 
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[wood and paper], environmental goods and services, energy and 
energy equipment, chemical harmonization, fish, toys, gems and 
jewelry, and medical equipment and scientific instruments. 
Wood & Paper: China will reduce tariffs from present levels of 12-
18% for wood and 15-25% for paper generally to levels between 
5% and 7.5%. This is a sector in which tariff concessions, along 
with distribution and trading rights, can expand sales rapidly. 
Chemicals: China has committed to the lion's share of chemical 
harmonization ~ reducing its tariffs to the levels of other WTO 
members - for 70% of chemicals, generally at 5.5% and 6.5%. [At 
present China's tariffs range up to 35%.] A key reduction is in soda 
ash, to 5.5%. Tariffs on cosmetics, pharmaceuticals, film, and 
certain plastics will also be cut substantially below current levels. 
Fish ~ China will reduce tariffs from over 20% to 10% on products 
of importance to the United States. 
Distilled spirits -- China will reduce tariffs from 61% to 10%. 
D. QUOTAS AND OTHER NON-TARIFF MEASURES 
Quotas: China will eliminate existing quotas upon accession for 
the top U.S. priorities [e.g. some fertilizers and optic fiber cable]. It 
will phase-out remaining quotas, generally by 2002, but no later 
than 2005. 
Quotas will grow from current trade level at a 15% annual rate in 
order to ensure that market access increases progressively, and 
reduces the effect of quantitative restrictions. 
Auto quotas will be phased out by 2005, in the interim, the base 
level quota will be $6 billion [the level prior to China's industrial 
auto policy], and this will grow by 15% annually until elimination. 
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III. SERVICES 
A. GRANDFATHERING 
China will grandfather all existing current market access and 
activities in all services sectors. Many companies enjoy benefits 
given by provincial and central authorities. All these will be 
protected, even if China's commitments in its semces schedule 
provide for approval by Central Government authority. This will 
protect existing American distribution services, financial services, 
professional and other service providers in China, including those 
operating under contractual or shareholder agreements or a license, 
from restrictions as Chinese commitments phase in. 
B. DISTRIBUTION 
Americans will be able to distribute imported products as well as 
those made in China, offering significant opportunity to expand 
U.S. exports of goods. China will phase out all restrictions on 
distribution services including conduct marketing, after-sale 
service, maintenance and repair and customer support within three 
years. Even in its most sensitive and protected sectors, China has 
agreed to provide distribution rights in five years for chemical 
fertilizer, crude oil, and processed petroleum products.Services 
Auxiliary to Distribution 
Chinese commitments in services auxiliary to distribution include 
express delivery services, rental and leasing, air courier, freight 
forwarding, storage and warehousing, advertising, technical testing 
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and analysis, and packing services. All restrictions will be phased-
out in 3 to 4 years, at which time U.S. service suppliers will be 
able to set up 100% wholly-owned subsidiaries. 
C. TELECOMMUNIACATIONS 
Regulatory Principles -- China now allows its telecommunications 
bureaucracies very wide discretion to apply arbitrary and 
discriminatory standards. China will now agree to implement the 
pro-competitive regulatory principles embodied in the Basic 
Telecommunications Agreement [including cost-based pricing, 
interconnection rights and independent regulatory authority], and 
agreed to technology-neutral scheduling, which means foreign 
suppliers can use any technology they choose to provide 
telecommunications services. 
Scope of Services - China will phase out all geographic 
restrictions for: 
paging, value added, and closed user groups: 4 years 
mobile/cellular: 5 years domestic wireline services: 6 years. 
China's key telecommunications services corridor in Beijing, 
Shanghai and Guangzhou, which represents approximately 75% of 
all domestic traffic，will open immediately on accession in all 
telecommunications services. 
Investment __ Under present circumstances, China allows no 
foreign investment in telecommunications services. With this 
agreement, China will allow 49% foreign investment in all 
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services, and will allow 51% foreign ownership for value added 
and paging services in 4 years. 
D. INSURANCE 
Prudential Criteria -- China agrees to award licenses solely on the 
basis of prudential criteria, with no economic needs test or 
quantitative limits on the number of licenses issued. 
Geographic Limitations ~ China will permit foreign property and 
casualty firms to insure large-scale risks nationwide immediately 
upon accession, and will eliminate all geographic limitations for 
future licenses over five years, allowing access to the key cities of 
priority U.S. interest in two to three years. 
Scope - China will expand the scope of activities for foreign 
insurers to include group, health and pension lines of insurance, 
which represent about 85% of total premiums, phased in over five 
years. 
New Licenses -- China has recently issued four licenses, including 
two to American companies. 
Investment -- China agreed to allow majority ownership, remove 
onerous joint venture requirements on foreign life insurers, and 
phase out internal branching restrictions. Life insurers may now 
choose their own joint venture partners [as opposed to the present 
policy, under which partners are chosen for insurers by Chinese 
authorities], will allow 50% ownership on accession, and will 
phase in the right to 51% share in a joint venture in one year. For 
non-life and reinsurance, China will allow 51% ownership on 
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accession and form wholly owned subsidiaries in 2 years. 
E. BANKING AND SECURITIES 
This sector remains under discussion. 
(U.S. Newswire , Inc., Apr 8, 1999, from fact sheet released by 
White House) 
G. PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
China offers broad coverage for legal, accountancy, taxation, 
management consultancy, architecture, engineering, urban 
planning, medical and dental, computer-related services. It will 
permit foreign majority control except for practicing Chinese law 
[an exception common to many WTO members.] For accountancy, 
China has agreed to eliminate a mandatory localization 
requirement and will now allow unrestricted access to its market to 
professionals licensed as CPAs in China. China has agreed to apply 
national treatment in issuing CPA licenses and follow transparent 
procedures. 
(U.S. Newswire，Inc., Apr 8，1999, from fact sheet released by 
White Hoiise) 
China will allow overseas law firms to open more than one office 
in China after China accedes to the WTO. 
(Asia Pulse Pte Limited, announced by Wu Mingde, deputy director 
of the Department of Lawyers and Notation) 
H. AUDIOVISUAL 
Video and Sound Recordings -- China will allow 49% foreign 
participation for the distribution of video and sound recordings. 
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Cinemas ~ China will allow majority ownership in 3 years for 
construction, renovation, ownership and operation of cinemas. 
I. TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
Hotels ~ China will allow unrestricted access to the Chinese 
market for hotel operators with the ability to set up 100% foreign 
owned hotels in 3 years, with majority ownership allowed upon 
accession. 
Travel Services ~ Foreign travel operators can provide the full 
range of travel agency services. For travel agency services, China 
will allow access to government resorts as well as Beijing, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou, and Xian. 
J. INVESTMENT AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 
China will take a set of specific measures to ensure fair treatment 
for businesses operating in China. This will include eliminating 
policies to block foreign firms doing business in China from 
importing inputs for production [i.e., auto firms operating in China 
would be able to import American-made parts]. Measures here 
include: ‘ 
comply with the TRIMs Agreement upon accession, without any 
developing country transition period; 
eliminate and cease enforcing trade and foreign exchange 
balancing requirements; 
eliminate and cease enforcing local content requirements; 
refuse to enforce contracts imposing these requirements; and 
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only impose or enforce laws or other provisions relating to the 
transfer of technology or other know-how, if they are in 
accordance with the WTO agreements on protection of intellectual 
property rights and trade-related investment measures. 
K. ANTIDUMPING AND SUBSIDIES METHODOLOGY 
the U.S. and China have agreed that we will be able to maintain 
our current antidumping methodology [treating China as a non-
market economy] in future anti-dumping cases. Moreover, when 
we apply our countervailing duty law to China we will be able to 
take the special characteristics of China's economy into account 
when we identify and measure any subsidy benefit that may exist. 
While the duration of this provision remains under discussion, 
reaching agreement on the substance provides necessary assurance 
to U.S. industries that they can have effective protection against 
unfairly traded imports. 
L. PRODUCT SPECIFIC SAFEGUARD 
Product-Specific Safeguard provision sets up a special mechanism 
to address increased imports that cause or threaten to cause market 
disruption to a U.S. industry. China is a major exporting country 
that enjoys open access to U.S. markets. This mechanism, which is 
in addition to other WTO Safeguard provisions, differs from 
traditional safeguards in that it permits 
-China to address imports that are a significant cause of material 
injury through measures such as voluntary restraints. 
- t h e United States to apply restraints unilaterally based on 
standards that are lower than those in the WTO Safeguards 
Agreement. 
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NOTE; the duration of this provision is still under discussion. 
M. STATE-OWNED AND STATE-INVESTED ENTERPRISES 
China has agreed that it will ensure that state-owned and state-
invested enterprises will: 
-make purchases and sales based solely on commercial 
considerations, such as price, quality, availability and 
marketability; 
-provide U.S. firms with the opportunity to compete for sales and 
purchases on non-discriminatory terms and conditions. 
China has also agreed that it will not influence these commercial 
decisions [either directly or indirectly] except in a WTO consistent 
manner. 
China also clarified that: 
-Purchases of goods or services by these state-owned and state-
invested enterprises are not government procurement and thus are 
subject to WTO rules. 
-The status of state-owned and state-invested enterprises under the 
WTO Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures. 
(U.S. Newswire, Inc., Apr 8，1999, from fact sheet released by 
White House) 
Jul 1, 1999 China will cut the average tariff rate o imports from 17% to 15% 
next year. 
(FT Asia Intelligence Wire, announced by foreign trade minister 
Sun Zhenyu) 
Jul 8，1999 China announced it would allow foreign retail and wholesale 
giants to set up joint venture outlets in dozens of large inland cities 
formerly closed to them. 
Instead of restricting such foreign-invested retail business to 11 
major cities and special economic zones along the coast, this new 
P.322 
I 
Date Detail of Concession (Sources) 
announcement allows qualified foreign investors to establish 
outlets in virtually all the country's main urban centers, including 
the 30 capitals of China's provinces and autonomous regions. 
(Agence France Presse) 
Jul 9, 1999 China will lift its ban on foreign ownership of domestic 
telecommunications carriers, allowing them to eventually control 
up to just below 50%. 
According to the agreement Beijing struck with Tokyo on access to 
China's telecommunications market, China will remove its 
restrictions on foreign ownership in three phases after China joins 
the World Trade Organization (WTO). 
Deregulation will first cover value-added telecommunications 
services and pagers, and after an interval of one or two years, it 
will include mobile telecom services, the officials said. 
In the third phase, after another one or two-year interval, domestic 
long-distance and international services will be covered, they said. 
In the initial stage, foreign entities will be allowed to own up to 
25-30%, and decontrol will proceed gradually depending on the 
impact of foreign ownership on the Chinese market, they said. 
(Kyodo News Services, announced by officials at the Posts and 
Telecommunication Ministry of Japan) 
Nov, 1999 Auotmobile sector: Tariffs on China's automobile imports will be 
cut from between 80 and 100 percent currently to 25 percent by 
2006 under the WTO deal reached with the United States on 
Monday. 
(Agence France Presse, Nov 15, 1999, announced by US Trade 
Representative Charlene Barshefsky) 
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Banking sector: China's domestic banking sector will be fully 
opened to foreign companies within five years of the country 
joining the WTO. Foreign banks will be able to do local currency 
business with Chinese companies two years after accession and 
offer retail services to consumers within five years. Geographic 
and customer-based restrictions would be lifted to the point that 
"foreign banks will essentially enjoy national treatment. China's 
burgeoning securities markets with foreign financial institutions 
will be allowed a 33 percent stake in fund management enterprises, 
which will grow to 49 percent after three years. Foreign 
underwriters will also be allowed to invest up to 33 percent in joint 
ventures to underwrite securities issues. US financial companies 
can take a 33 percent interest in Chinese fund management firms, 
increasing to 49 percent in three years. 
(Agence France Presse, Nov 15, 1999，announced by US Trade 
Representative Charlene Marshefsky) 
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Table 8: Impact of April 1999 offer on the direction of change 
in US bilateral trade balance ($U.S. millions) 
Partner I Static effects Static plus growth effects 
Canada ^ 27 
Mexico 89 83 
TA 39 
Japan 63 115 
Other OECD ^ T " -18 
Korea T ^ 133 
Taiwan 300 329 
Hong Kong ^ 477 
China ^ -586 
ASEAN 47 
South Asia m 113 
Rest of World 7 -83 
World ^ 674 
Source: U.S. International Trade Commission 
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Table 9: Breakdown of loans and non-performing loans by 
borrower (Zhejiang Province Branch of the ICBC; end, 1997) 
In 100 mil.yuan I Industrial outputWorking capital lending Non-performing loan 
^ 10 379.96 32^2 ^ 
S O ^ 1 236.93 11.9% 207.7 6 4 . 1 % ^ 3 5 J 4 5 9 . 5 % 
Town and Village 1 255.08 12.1% 72.7 2 2 . 4 % 3 4 . 2 % 
collective companies 
Town and village 2 934.44 28.3% 39.6 1 2 . 2 % 3 M 6 . 0 % 
corporations 
P r i ^ c o m p a n i e s 4 953.51 47.7% 4^ 2 0.2 • 0.3% 
and collective 
companies 
Source: China's Non-Performing Loan Problem, Institute of developing economies (2000) 
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Table 10: News related to distributive conflicts 
Case no. Date News (Sources) 
1 Aug 8, 1993 'in drawing up policies, however, we take into account 
combining efficiency with fairness,' Jiang Zemin said, on 
one hand, areas with better conditions are encouraged to 
develop at a quicker pace, and backward regions are 
encouraged to use local resources to their best advantage and 
thus create conditions for rapid development, he said, on the 
other hand, he added, those with quicker growth are urged to 
help slower ones, and the state, in drawing up economic 
policies, will come up with readjustment and guidance at the 
right moment, as for the disparity in personal income, jiang 
said, this will be regulated with taxation policies in an 
appropriate manner, and the livelihood of those with lower 
income will be guaranteed with the establishment of a social 
insurance system, he added, asked about measures to 
develop agriculture, jiang quoted a warning from deng 
Xiaoping, who said if china should encounter any serious 
problem, that would most likely come from agriculture, jiang 
called that 'a wise remark of an experienced leader,' which is 
Very useful in helping us to correctly master the economic 
situation.' on the issue of delayed payment for grain produce 
and undue burdens on farmers, a situation existing some 
time ago in some localities, jiang said: 'we have taken a 
series of forceful measures, which have produced very good 
results.' This summer, no 'i.o.u.' slips were used in buying 
grain produce from farmers, who are thus satisfied, jiang 
said. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
2 Sep 16, 1994 Long Yongtu, assistant minister of foreign trade and 
economic co-operation (moftec) said that the Chinese 
government has taken notice of the joint statement of the 
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recent conference of trade ministers from the united states, 
japan, european community and Canada, which declared that 
"the on going negotiations (GATT accession) relating to 
china must be completed as soon as possible, on the basis of 
a mutually acceptable balance of rights and obligations." 
china has no intention of seeking special privileges in the 
new multilateral trading system, he said, "we are only 
seeking a balance of rights and obligations in accordance 
with our current economic situation, "so long as all parties to 
the negotiations adopt realistic attitudes, keep political 
interference out of the negotiation process and conduct the 
negotiations in serious way, it is possible to find a mutually 
acceptable balance of rights and obligation," he said. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
3 Oct 11, 1994 During talks with Vice-Minister of Foreign Trade and 
Economic Cooperation Shi Guangsheng, Barshefsky said the 
United States is willing to coordinate with other GATT 
contracting parties to pave the way for China's readmission. 
Shi stressed China would not rejoin at the expense of its 
social and economic stability. ’ 
(United Press International) 
4 Apr 10, 1995 A top Chinese official said Monday it was "unfair and 
unacceptable" to pressure Beijing into shouldering punitive 
foreign trade obligations in order to join the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 
At the same time it is "not a realistic and respectful attitude" 
for one country to judge another's economic situation 
without taking into account its development level and 
specific characteristics, said Li Tieying, chairman of the 
State Commission for Restructuring Economic Systems. 
(Agence France Presse) 
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Case no. Date News (Sources) 
5 May 3，1995 "China will not put the issue (of WTO entry) before the 
country's economic stability," the China Daily quoted Zhu 
Rongji as telling a visiting Swiss parliamentary delegation. 
While Beijing has never closed the door on negotiations, 
Zhu stressed that it could "only embrace the obligations of 
membership as a developing nation." 
Working party talks on China's WTO entry broke down in 
Geneva last month, with Beijing accusing Washington of 
making unreasonable demands and rejecting China's demand 
for developing nation status. 
(Agence France Presse) 
6 Apr 21, 1997 Chinese minister of foreign trade and economic cooperation 
Wu Yi said that major members of wto should not take 
china's development potential as reality and therefore make 
an unrealistic evaluation of the situation. China firmly 
opposes economic hegemonism and hopes that major 
negotiating parties will raise their requirement on a legal 
basis and within the mechanism and scope of wto 
agreements, she noted, in the meantime, she continued, they 
should also take into consideration china's economic status 
as a developing country and its social and economic 
situation. 
(Xinhua News Agency) 
Source: Lexis-and Nexis 
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Table 11: China's Output, Employment and Wages (percent changes 1995 to 2005) 
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Figure 1:GDP components from 1986-1999 
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Figure 2: Ratio of Economic Components to GDP in China 
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Figure 3: Growth Rate of GDP, FDI anmd Export 
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Figure 4： The US Balance of Payment with China 
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Figure 5: Growth of US Trade Deficit with China 
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Figure 6: The Balance on Current Account of the US 
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Figure 7： share of China and Japan in US' BOP deficit 
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Note: As there is a surplus for overall BOP of U.S. in 1991, data in 1991 is omitted from the above figure. 
Figure 8: EU-15 current account balances 
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Figure 9: BOP of EC and Japan with China 
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Figure 10： Regional GDP in China 
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Figure 11 ： Ratio of region with highest GDP I lowest GDP 
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Figure 12: Urban-rural difference in household income 
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Figure 13： Regional Unemployment Rate 
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Source: Yearbook of Labour Statistcis of China, various issues (1990-1994); 
China Labour Statistical Yearbook, various issues (1995-1999) 
Figure 14： Range of Unemployment Rate 
2.00 「 1 
八 I 
1.20 - V — / \ 
. 1 . 0 0 \ J \ ： 
0.80 - 、 \ 
0.60 - i 
0-40 _ i " ^ Range of unemployment rate | j 
0.20 -
0 . 0 0 ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ^ ‘ 丨 ‘ ‘ ‘ 
1 9 8 9 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 1 1 9 9 2 1 9 9 3 1 9 9 4 1 9 9 5 1 9 9 6 1 9 9 7 1 9 9 8 
year 
Source: Yearbook of Labour Statistcis of China, various issues (1990-1994); and 
China Labour Statistical Yearbook, various issues (1995-1999) 
. p 337 
Figure 15: Laidoff Workers in Enterprises by Ownership 
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Figure 16： Ratio between enterprises by ownership with highest laidoff / lowest laidoff 
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Figure 17: Size of deficits incurred by SOEs 
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